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On behalf of the Nelson RSA, I would like to  
thank you all for attending the unveiling 
of our new WWI War Memorial Area and 

Statue, in the Marsden Valley Services area.                                                                                                                                            
A special welcome to the Minister of Veterans’  

Affairs, Hon. David Bennett; National  
President RNZRSA, Mr B J Clark; Mayor of Nelson,  
Rachael Reese; Mayor of Tasman District, Richard 

Kempthorne; Veterans, their families and other guests.

This newly constructed WWI War Memorial  
acknowledges the sacrifice given by our servicemen  
and women from 100 years ago to this present day. 

A special thanks to SGT Mason Robinson  
for his dedication during the last two years  

to achieve this area’s construction.

Many thanks also go to all the trusts, sponsors  
and many helpers. Also for the expert labour  

and expertise provided by the NZ Army  
Engineers from Burnham Camp. We would never  

have achieved so much without you all.

Barry Pont
President, Nelson RSA



3NZ Army engineers securing the statue in place.
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Order of Ceremony
10:30 Invited guests and public arrive.

11:00 Minister arrives: Welcomed by dignitaries, general salute 
with bugle call. Includes RNZAF fly by.

11:02 Minister inspects the NZDF and Cadet Guard, escorted by 
dignitaries.

OC Minister introduced to veterans (to include contemporary 
veterans) and address informally.

11:15 Cadets move to line pathway.

11:17 Minister moves to Memorial Pathway (followed by 
dignitaries, veterans and joined by invited guests).

11:18 Parade Commander orders the netting to be removed from 
the War Memorial Area (plaques & statue still to be unveiled).

11:22 Iwi Karanga.

11:22 Minister, dignitaries, veterans & invited guests walk up the 
Memorial path. Form semi-circle at the top of pathway. 
Public to view ceremony from the designated areas either side 
of the Memorial Pathway.

11:24 Welcome by Nelson RSA President (Barry Pont).

11:25 Maori blessing of area (Rev. Andy Joseph).

11:28 Minister addresses assembly. Concludes by declaring the  
War Memorial open. Drum roll starts as the Minister begins 
to unveil the statue. All other veils will be removed at the 
same time, the three flags (NZ, Australia and British) will  
also be broken.

11:34 Prayer by Chaplain (Ralph Bradley).

11:37 Former CEO of Nelson Provincial Museum speaks on the War 
Memorial project, significance of “The Last Post”, the statue 
and the background of the Memorial Pathway plaques (Peter 
Millward).
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11:44 Wreath laying for John Herbert Cock. 
Minister on behalf of the Government and people of  
New Zealand (Hon. David Bennett).
President and Patron of Nelson RSA on behalf of the RSA 
(Barry Pont and John Beeching).
Their Worships, Mayor of the Nelson City Council, Rachel 
Reese, and the Mayor of Tasman District Council, Richard 
Kempthorne, for the people of the Nelson/Tasman region.
Accompaniment by Bagpipes (Peter Smith).

11:46 Benediction - Ralph Bradley.

11:47 Bugle Call - Last Post (RNZAF Bugler - SGT Mason Robinson). 
Flags lowered to half mast.

11:49 Reading of the Ode. 
Maori and English (RNZRSA President BJ Clark).

11:51 Bugle Call – Rouse (RNZAF Bugler - SGT Mason Robinson). 
Flags raised.

11:52 Closing remarks by MC (Derek Nees).

11:53 MC asks Minister, veterans and dignitaries to review the 
Memorial Area and Statue.

12:00 Minister and Mayor leave the Memorial area under a salute by 
cadets.

12:01 Minister and Mayor depart to north.

12:01 MC invites public and guests to view the War Memorial area.

12:15 Veterans, dignitaries and only invited guests depart for 
informal luncheon at Port Nelson Limited Visitor Centre, 10 
Low Street, Port Nelson. Nelson RSA will host a small post 
ceremony function.
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Our Vision

We have dedicated the RSA area  
at Marsden Valley cemetry as

 ‘Returned Services Hill’

The vision for this project was 
born a number of years ago when 
Mason Robinson was appointed 
the NZDF bugler to support the 
unveiling of a WWI Statue on 
the ANZAC Bridge in Sydney. 
Mason recalls an inspiring bronze 
statue about three metres tall, 
resting on arms reversed. When 
he returned to Nelson and played 
his next Last Post for the Nelson 
RSA he noticed two things vividly; 
firstly the stunning beauty of the 
local Marsden Valley Cemetery 
and secondly the distinct lack of 
War Memorial recognition for 
the veterans buried there. That 
was the moment the project was 
hatched.

The idea was supported by the 
Nelson City Council, with the 
statue being constructed in 2016. 
After the statue was completed 
Mason realised that the surrounds 
for the statue were not at all 
appropriate and he quickly 
implemented the second stage.

Using his contacts and with 
the Nelson RSA, it was not long 
before the NZ Army got involved. 
The Engineers from Burnham 
completed the amazing task in 
four weekends and three weeks. 

The most overwhelming 
feeling Mason recalls was “the 
engagement from all areas of the 
Nelson community.”  
“There certainly is a chord that 
is struck when it comes to WWI 
with remembering exactly what 
happened and the sacrifices our 
local soldiers gave.”

Concept of Memorial Area

Concept of Entrance

As it is now - 2017
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The statue was created by Oamaru artist 
Don Paterson. He has created a very 
believable expression of a soldier who 
is exhausted, bewildered and generally 
buggered, after the days events on 
the battlefield. The Nelson RSA 
passes on their sincere thanks for this 
tremendous work that will make a huge 
difference in our beautiful ‘Returned 
Services Hill’.

This War Memorial was unveiled on the 
centennial of the death of prominent 
Nelsonian John Herbert Cock, who was 
killed in action while serving in the 
Royal Flying Corp. 

Cock, who was born in Nelson in 1893 
and educated at Nelson College, enlisted 
in the Wellington Infantry Battalion on 
13 August, 1914. After training in Egypt 
with the New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force he landed at Gallipoli in April 1915 
and was seriously wounded the same 
month.

After being invalided to New Zealand 
he returned to duty in October 1915 and 
in May 1916 he was wounded in France. 
He transferred to the Royal Flying Corp 
in September 1916 and started flying 
training, only to be shot down and killed 
in April 1917. 

In Memory of...
John Herbert Cock

Our Statue

Nieuport 17-B1511
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Moving the statue into place was an 
emotional time. Six of the NZ Army 
team needed to carry him like a coffin 
up the Memorial Pathway. He was 
very heavy and we all knew he was 
the heartbeat of the project. Once 
the statue was stood in place, within 
the safety of his WWI-style bunker, 
he overlooks the 662 WWI veterans 
buried in the cemetery.
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WWI veterans interred at 
Marsden Valley Cemetery

MARSDEN VALLEY CEMETERY
HISTORY
This is Nelson’s main cemetery and 
is located up Marsden Valley on the 
inland side of The Ridgeway in Stoke. 
It was once known as Poor Man’s 
Valley (Poorman’s Valley), in part due 
to the tough conditions there in the 
1840s and 1850s. Thomas Marsden, 
who arrived on the Prince of Wales 
in 1842, tried to build a house on 
the rise near what is now Block 7A. 
An easterly gale ripped it down, so 
starting in 1849 he rebuilt his home 
as a four room cottage on the site of 
what became known as Isel House.
The cemetery was opened in 1956. 
It is unique in that all headstones 
are set flush with the ground 
which maintains the park-like 
surroundings. There is a touchscreen 
near the Sexton’s office where it is 
possible to type in a surname and get 
an indication of where to locate the 
grave.

LAYOUT OF BLOCKS
The main part of the cemetery, known 
as the General Block, is made up of 
Blocks 1A to 21A, starting on the rise 
above the amenity block and running 
eastwards. 22A and 23A are not part of 
this pattern. Differentiating between 
the blocks is not always easy, so Row 
numbers have been added for each 

section. All sections of the cemetery 
have maps on boards nearby and most 
graves are identified on the map by 
surname which can be helpful.
Block B is on the lawn area on the 
downhill side of the road running past 
the Returned Services Hill. Most of 
the graves on this lawn are unmarked 
and un-named. Block 23A is nearby 
with named graves and a nearby map 
board.
Block C is the Catholic Section, 
including 1C to 10C starting at 
the Sexton’s end of the area. Row 
numbers have been added and run 
parallel to the road from R01 to R12 up 
the slope.
Block D is the RSA section. Graves in 
Block 1D and 2D are to the left of the 
path to the flagpoles, 3D and 4D to 
the right of the flagpoles. 5D to 8D are 
on the slope above the flagpoles. Row 
numbers have been added, starting 
at the bottom of the slope with LR01, 
and RR01, and running through to 
about LR20 and RR20. LP numbers 
and RP numbers are the roses either 
side of the path to the flagpoles. The 
cremation lawn is on the slope to 
the left of Blocks 1D and 2D. Again, 
the rows are numbered from the 
bottom of the slope nearest the road. 
The Section map boards can be very 
helpful in this area. 

Compiled by Peter Millward to mark the unveiling of the new statue and  
memorial area in the RSA section on 15  April 2017.
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In addition there are nearly 500 roses 
around the cemetery which can have 
up to 4 plaques around the base. The 
layout of the roses is outlined here 
and should be read in relation to the 
Cemetery Map on the following page. 
Rose Area 1&2 – close to the office/
toilet block opposite the Sextons 
Office
Rose Area 3&4 – inside and outside 
the drive up the side of the Children’s 
Area
Rose Area 5 – on the main drive up to 
the circular roundabout in the General 
Area
Rose Area 6 – inside the first section 
of Area 5, moving up the hill
Rose Area 7 – across the lawn below 
Block 1A, on the right
Rose Area 8 – on the circular 
roundabout
Rose Area 9 – above the circular 
roundabout at bottom of the middle 
lawn
Rose Area 10 – surrounding the 
middle lawn containing Blocks 11A to 
16A
Rose Area 11 – Parallel to the road 
beside Block 22A, running back down 
beside the trees as well
Rose Area 12 – referred to as the Big 
Rose Block – to the left of the drive to 
the Returned Services Hill, arranged 
in 12 rows
Rose Area 13 – at the bottom of Block 
17A above the second turning area
Returned Services Hill Roses are 
labeled LP and RP in the database, 
standing for Left of Path to War 
Memorial and Right of Path to War 
Memorial.
More recently there have been 
cremation interment sites added 
along the kerbsides and along walls 

on the top end of the cemetery but no 
WWI veterans are included there.
Finally there are Memorial Walk areas 
amongst the trees near the main entry 
gate MWA and MWB. Locating specific 
sites in this area is not very easy.

WWI VETERANS
World War One veterans are buried 
throughout the cemetery. 288 of them 
are on the Returned Services Hill 
section but an additional 374 are to be 
found in other areas. More than 200 
in Block A but there are 32 in Block C, 
61 around the Roses, and a handful in 
Block B and the Memorial Walks.
The database is arranged alphabetically 
with a brief description of the 
service provided by the veteran. The 
information comes from the Cenotaph 
Database at Auckland War Memorial 
Museum and through Archway at 
Archives NZ. It is possible that in some 
cases the named person may have 
been hard to confirm and there may 
be a very small number not identified. 
Outside of the Returned Services 
Hill area only about 60 plaques have 
reference to War Service included. 
Many of the names with Nelson links 
are also on the Wall of Remembrance 
at Founders Heritage Park.

MAINTAINING THE PLOT
Plaques in the lawn areas are mown 
over and can sometimes be partially 
buried by grass and weed. Please do 
not use herbicides. A sharp knife and 
a stiff brush will quickly make the 
area tidy. Flowers get dragged out by 
the Paradise ducks and pukekos and 
will eventually be mowed over. DO 
NOT leave glass or metal containers 
with flowers because these cause 
serious hazards for other visitors and 
for the grounds staff.
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