11/13/1915 Left Watn x Great crowds x People gave soldiers flowers,
eatables, ete x Not great deal [Too] cheering along streets but
great enthusiasm on wharf, especially! as troopships were
leaving x Howle, Willle, Misses Thornton, Rigby § Robertson
were on the wharf x Willie sent me up a champagne cork, §
also £1 note to buy a bottle to put it in x Also mementos from
the ladies x Cut off some buttons § my hat badge and sent
thew down x Anchored in stremm for some thime, § Nikaw on
way to Nelsow steamed round us § Lot of cheering led by
Willie x also noticed Dudley Bdwards § Miss Kitching
(Dlocesan office) x Found that our (Srgts) accommodation
not very good § found another bunk for myself (we were all
fixed up in good quarters next day)) x Soow after & cleared for
Lyttleton x arvived about £.20, very smooth trip x Big crowd
on whar{ x Cheers, Entrained 9 x 0 at Ch/ch lmwmense crowds
enthustastic reception x Marched through to Cranmer Sq,
where church service held x Nell § Tommie found me out x
also saw wallace and [Nancyl, of Motueka x Bld not hear
any of the service x At ratlway station apples handed round
very acceptable x on tratn aoain G, 1 o’clock off to Luttleton



11/15/1915 stLL smooth; vanm tnto a Little rain about 10, the coast was

11/16/1915

hazy x No drill; Dunedin men very interested passing their
coast; many glasses pleking up points x tn afternoon helped
to sort out parcels put on board; tevrible Lot x Got mine all
right, filling a potato sack x Not Long before the chaps were
feeding, § if none of us are sick tomorrow “twill be a wmiracle x
Great excitement opening different packages x oat cakes
from Kit, pickles, paste, cake, dates, chocolate; sweets from
Miss warne; volly polly from Mother x Have not opened up
others yet x We ought to live well during next few weeks x
whew off Pog tsland Lighthouse about 4 pm Wanaka passed
going North x Dipped her flag § blew blast; we cheered x
Strong head winds all day, fair sea on in Foveaux Straight x
WILL get our last sight of good old N.Z. tonight x Very cold
n the evening; must be an teeberg floating round x Glorious
sunset, streaks of gold; § Stewart island coated tn purple
glow x Balaclava hats caps very useful now x Band on board
X Thousands Mother Carey’s chickens x Dog tsland Light
winking out good-bye to us x

Bitterly cold; must be several “bergs” Loose somewhere x
Mittens § caps § warmer under-clothing x Saw first
albatross x very windy, fatr sea on x Had wother’s volly-polly
for tea; very good x Spent most time in bed reading Grand
Babylon Hotel (Arnold Bennett) Tofua plugging along some
distance on port bow; cloudy day, with snatches sunshine x
Eating well! x



11/17/1915 Much warmer; but still strong wind, half a - gale x, Tofua
came up alongside in the eveniing x No drill; bit of a sea on, §
Tofua making havd work of it x No drill x

11/18/1915 Seq incrensed during night; tossed about x tn wmorning still
pretty rough, § last sight of Tofua x Circled round § picked
her up x came close enough to exchange Yells, § made a break
in the monotony of things x Sea came through port hole of
next cabin, right thro’ door and flooded opposite cabin without
touching as it passed through x sea increased - in evening, §
(2:20) old packet is tossing about like a cork x Bld not miss
a weal, but not feeling as brisk as usual x



L1/19/1915 very vough night; forecastle swanmped x Seas very high x one
struck half-way up funnel x The port dormitory was stove in
during the morning, making things very unpleasant x
Tofua not in sight; and reported she hao rough time x Soon
got about that we would put tnto Hobart for repairs and this
proved correct, Land being sighted after dinner - a very steep
point, with a Llighthouse on x Ow entering the Derwent
passage the lron Pot Lighthouse, on a little island something
like a clay bank x It is said that in the convict days the worst
prisoners were put ow this tsland x qoing down harbour, with
land on both sides, was very charming;. Passed orchards §
farms x Hilly place, with slopes falling gently to seashore x
Passed restdential suburbs; very wice farms and well Latd out
grounds x The roads were made by convict Labour; also a shot
pour tower which is a prominent landwmark x Tofua got
alongsioe about &, great cheering x Anchored - in stream for
night; bright moonlight x Got to wharf 6:20 Saturday
morning x Quite in Love with Hobart; built on hill x Country
wooded, in here and there a clearing which makes picturesoue
landscape x Evervione Looking forward to a run ashore in the



11/20/1915

11/21/1915

11/22/1915

wewnt ashore this morning for route march x The men came
back laden and decorated with flowers x At breakfast this
morning a crown came off one of my teeth, and [ got a pass
to go tnto town § have it fixed up x Haol a good time in the
morning with some lady friends x Had dinner § tea at
wperial x Nice waitresses x Afternoon went to gardens;
strawberries § cream ete, Night thme wewt to Theatre went to
earlier boarded boat soow after 11, after “great” day x The men
were acvanced general Leave from 1 until 7 my pass enabled
me to stay tn town longer x The prettiest part of Hobart is
going down the Derwent x Toww itself rather old - fashioned;
no bustle x Trawm cars have “verandahs” on top x Not up to
N.Z. ones. Few decent buildings; but lots of small ones;
guaint Llooking some of them § must have been built in the
very early days of the settlement x Town is be placed on side
of hill; at the back big clay patches show which does not
timprove beauty of town x All the houses and other buildings
evected elther tn brick or stone; many shingle roofs, Looking
much! worse for age x Hotels very poor; did not see one to come

up to the Commercial tn Looks x Great nunbers of them
was awakened at 5 by gentle movement of boat x Looking

through port hole could see the reserves and gardens as we
passed by x Lovely morning; but after getting out in open
strong wina x Church parade x Chaplain spoke about jacob x
afternoon strong head wind x

Rough and cold; had to turn round § plek up Tofua x Spent
most thme tn bunk reading § sleeping x Nothing doting x



11/23/1915 Best day stnee day after Leaving Ch/ch x Sea comparatively
cabm - sunshine now § again x did Little drills, signalling
ete, n change of guard; rotten job x Passed several whales x
Tofua kept up with us all day x Got swag which went aboard
Tofua by wmistake x

11/24/1915 Lovely calm day); best since Lleaving N. Z. x Drawn up
syllabus for drill, § will be able to adhere to it weather
permitting x More whales x Posted Letter howee.

117251915 Another glorious day; maole 320 wmiles - the vecord so far x
Openeot the parcel from Thornton’s - socks, chocolate, mouth
organ (made tn Germa wy with a request to return it to the
maker at the first opportunity, a book, “Heart of the Sunset “
(Rex Beach) somap, a parcel not to be openent until Christmas, §
a thumpling big cake x Wrote and thanked them x Also wrote
to Putty x Expect to reach Albany tomorrow [NOTE - at
Hobart posted Letter to mother, Kit and Howie, also p.c to
Rogers (3) Effie, Ray, Patty, Aubrey, Miss Warne
(thanking her for sweets) and Nell]



11/26/1915 Glorlous day x Sighted Australian coast 9:45 x Low lying
hills in the haze, other potnts soon showling up x One of the
hills from distance was not unlike mintature Mt Egmont x
Closer view resemblance faded; clay formation, big bare
patches x Approaching outer harbour Saw a whaler; had one
tn tow and was after another which we could see spouting §
every wow § thew a splash denoting discharge of harpoon x
Country Limestone x Two harbours x outer harbour saw
whaling station; one ship § whale Looked Like several steam
lawn trawlers x Pretty going down Land-locked harbour; only
stunted serub on land; sand beaches dazzling white x
Lighthouse at entrance outer harbour x At iner harbour
entrance not unlike French Pass, narvow passage - way
between tsland § matnland x owne of islands huge dome -
shape, glacter formation, § waveworn x Tied up to pler 12:20 x
Land round harbour covered with woodew slabs - diamondl -
shaped, ete; tell me survey marks and also guldes to small
boats x Picked up Naval transport- officer § health officer
before berthing x Route Route march at 3; § leave from 5
until 9 x Atbany butlt stde small petit Low Luing hill, about 2



1172771915 Finished coaling x at wharf all day x nstead of giving men
a march we sbmply did a little drill on wharf x An
infantryman took a fit or something § was carvied aboard
unconscious x Left wharf 2 pum; Major Ross, several other
officers, plequet § others too Late, § had to come off later in
Llawnch, Brilliant example of wmilitary ways: Had to transfer
band to Tofun § 26 men from Tofua to Willochra x tnstead of
this betng done while boats were alongside each other, not
dowe till both out in stream, § have to go in lawnch x 0ooo
sSailed at &, Tofua leading x During day an Australian
transport put in § left two sick wmewn; fine vessel 12,000
tonner it Ls said x we also left an artilleryman (Bryant)
behind for medical treatwment x Got xmas cards § posted 2
doz to friends § relatives x Played deck cricket at night; one
of the batsmen let fly § bat went overboard; have others x
Bowled three men out n an over; survived only 3 balls
myself x Two weeks since leaving wellington x tn outer
harbour passed ss [Tultallal of Glasgow



11/28/1915 9pwm x The end of a perfect day x Cloudless sky); gentle swell,

11/29/1915

11/30/1915

deep blue overhead § beneath, Cape Leewin tn view until about
noon § thew faded tn haze; Last Lland to be seen for 3 weeks
chureh tn morning; ptano § violin padve preached from
bridge; wmen on boat deck; sun brilliant; havdly enough winad
to blow smoke away x Sermon 9th Luke 557 x Service also at
night; electric bulbs fixeo up; nurse at plano x Stars peeping
out x Weather warmer; sun beautiful sight as went out of
sight x Barly morning passed Australion hospital ship
Huntilla in distance, probably from Freemantle x saw
hundreds of dolphins; also flying fish x Read “Heart of the
Sunset” (Rex Beach)

Quiet day; calm, cloudy sky x Lecture by wmedical officers
morning; afternoon washing day; evening concert; orderly
sergt x

weather getting warmer every day); foretaste of what is to
come tn the tropics x awnings put over boat deck x was
vacelnated; nothing to worry about so far x All Lights are now
to be put out epm x Said to be in danger zone x Jolly
nuisance x orchestral concert at night x Read “ A Maw's

Man” (Hay); piffle



12/1/1915 Measles on boara bn forward part ship x warm § calm x Soon
be running round with nothing on x Left off wearing socks x
Cowncert Ln evening; good x Have seen no sigw of bird Life for
some days x Finished reading “ Barbara of the Snows”
(Greene); very good x

12/2/1915 Ships officers appeared n white ducks; sure sign of
approaching Tropies x Calm x Read “Mr Wingrave
Millionaire”; vead before; interesting x Rough House in
sergt’s quarters at night x Tarpaulin baths fixed up on deck x
Arw (tehtng like blazes x

12/3/1915 another Ldeal day; all chaps have cut doww trousers to make
them shorts x Singlets § shorts all a chap needs from dewy
morniing till eve x Sports great success ; commenced 9;
finished after 5; finals tomorrow. Tug-of-war, guotts,
obstacles, cosh - fighting ete x Wown heat quotts; went to sleep
after dinner § wissed final; won N.C.Os obstacle race; Lost a
Lot of skin § smothered with treacle x Good fun all day x
Night dark wasses clouds high up on horizon; beautiful
purple after-glow; one star shining in [auld] probably venus
x very Little twilight; quite dark 7.30 x [Miss] this hot
weather new spuds, lettuce ete x Saw a bird - first for some
days x Had supper in Bsg - cabin - hervings in tomato sauce,
bread g butter; jelly, peaches, condensed wmilk, cake § lemon
souash; most of us had nightmares g little wonder x



12/4/1915 Misty § showery early morning; but Later, beautiful day x

12/5/1915

Thousands flying fish mostly small ones x Turned back for
Tofua § let her get well ahead, but abeam her in evening x
sports contlnued x Glorlous sunset: dark wmasses clouds like
rugged mountains, Lake blue; sun showing gold through pass
of clowds; § also shining just where clowds touchen water x
Beneath dark mass clowds sun showen up dull ved; § just
before disappearing lingered for a second in a dazzling
[glimimer] of gold x Watched it for /= hour; § lasted over an
hour x ALL the “wmowntain” tops were touched with fire x
Splendid concert on deck x Three weeks out from Wellington
x Read “The Powmp of the Lavilettes” (Gilbert Parker); decent
yarn x

Quite a heavy shower about & awm; but thereafter beautiful
day; sea calmer if anything x Rumour that man went
overboard 11,45 last night x He ran through artillery
dormitory yelling, § thew disappeared x Boat put back, but
saw nothing x Roll call first thing; rumoured artilleryman
missing x Turned out to be false alarm x Service tn morning;
sermon from x Bvening went to song service conducted by
Capt Neville. M § S hywmns; Bternal Father; where Ls my boy
tonight; Nearer my God” x Another fine sunset x Read
“Pursult of Mr Faviel” (Vernede); good yarn x Following
wotice posted up:

4th Dec
ocean Letter



12/6/1915

12/7/1915

Marconl ~ Tele[fukin] System
Office of Origin: Equator via Eastern [ ----- 1 x Urgent

Thme sent out: Midnight

HMNZT No 35 advise responsible parties am to arrive to end
of week to hold court to deal with half arses in my dominion
for the first time x Make full arrangements

N eptuwc

Rolled oats for breakfast; plenty of weavils; (sic) sorted out
/2 doz ~spoon-fuls whew extra fat tnsect made me surrender x

Another scorcher x washing day x Good sunset; silver effect
x Tropieal shower as sun went doww; orchestral concert night
X Coaled ship; 2/- day extra - § worth that much an hour x
washing day x suwn is now almost directly overhead by 11
o’clock x

Slept on deck last night, Shower at midnight made me
change my quarters x Great sunrise x Saw two or three birds;
must either be near Land or are a long way from home x
Interesting Hawdilton was the subject x Lecture Capt Kemp
cireulatory system. Tofua beew keeping pace with us for two
or three days x Magnificent sunset; Beautiful pink hue
would come and go; thew sunset gold, thew deeper plnk tint
ow distant clouds x Concert night x orderly sergeant x Read
“Byways” (Robt Hichens); not too good x Change of wind;
much cooler x Orderty Sgt



12/8/1915 Not wuch doing x Was ships orderly sergt x Very calm x
Magnificent sunset; wonderful tints x We are now about 74/=
hours behind NZ time x New woown,

12/9/1915 still cabm; nice breeze x Glorious sunrise; § even more
glorious sunset x Hazy clouds x Shafts of pink, interspersed
with blue shot out from o base of wolten golo x Lasted for over
hour, after darkness fell x Most wonderful one | have seen x
Moownlight x

Following wireless from Neptune x “Bxpect to arrive 10th, doz
one thirty § are all summonses issued — Neptune x ”

Concert at night x Posted Letters to Mother, Kit, Howlie, Patty,
Cora, Mrs Blalr, UG, Sister, Lncle Geo, Eccus, Blanche x
Nell, Hobart, (-—--——- ) Mrs Blackburne

12/10/1915 Nep, camee ow board, Great fun - calmest of days x Hamilton
as a ‘lady’ wmade a great hit, warrant issued for my arrest
but coulol not be found x Fine Sunset x Night very hot x

12/11/1915 Fine sunrise x Was Breeze freshened tn afternoon § Looked as
Uf storm coming x ownly got a Little shower, after tea x Clouds
too thick for sun to come through x about 7 Lights of vessel
seew ow starboard; but quickly disappeared x Orderly
Sergeant x four weeks from Wellington



12/12/1915

12/13/1915

Change tn weather last night; strong wina § heavier sea x
Church x Bvening went to Capt Neville's song service x Very
enjoyable x Before his address spoke right to the point of the
tevptations in Cairo, § made strong appeal to men to behave
as such x “YJesu Lover of my Soul”, “Where is my boy,” “Nearer
my Gool”, Abide with we” sowme of the hymns x _

paybreak found land on the port quarter. Cape __ Gard de
Fue (talian [Sonalilame)] - Barren streteh of hills, jutting
out boldly to sea at the Cape x Hills continued for some miles,
thew a low streteh of beach, on which was apparently a native
village, as a long row of what looked Like square huts could be
seen through the glass x Further along could also see
distinetly three buildings - of stone it looked Like ~ bigger
there were wells sunk by exploring parties x thaw the rest x
An Arab dhow was satling along the coast, § could see more
at anchor opposite the village x Sea has turned to a dirty
looking green, but Ls wore transparent thawn the deep blue x
Saw several sharks § also flock of birds - black ones Like
shags x About 1oam ran into huge school of porpoise x At
first sight t thought it was a veef over which the sea was
breaking x There were thousands and thousands on both
sides of the boat - the water was sbmply a black mass for
several of 100’s yards x Could see them for quite long time on
port starboard side after going through theme churning up the
still smooth water x Swmoke of several boats also seen; two
passed us aotng the other wau & could see her plainly the



12/14/1915 when wmorning broke big 4 —masted ship (the Seuvic) in port
quarter; one of those we saw Yesterday; other one not in sight
x Passed two vessels before 10 golng opposite vessel x At nine
am land sighted starboard bow ~ what appeared to be a bushy
hill could be seen through the haze; but on closer lnspection
was a mass of solid craggy rocks x Arabia x Aden heads we
were told x several seagulls same as N Z ave flying about
(9,45 am) also Lot of smaller birds x just noticed on horizon
what appedrs to be three masts of sunken ship — just like
sunken ship; but probably wirtless station x Ow rocks seems
to be a little village of some sort x Probably signal station
Closer view of wmasts show big low red buildings x Own rocks
can be seen right on a peak what Looks Like huge round mual
well or reservolr — tn the distance looks Like a castle x Several
dhows - or their satls - can be seen, § near wireless station are
several vessels § catamarans (fishing boats flying round;
quite cockle - shells x Bropped anchor [----1 midday; pilot
came off; tug, natives; funny dress x Sent mail (about
10,000 letters) ashore, § sailed again about 3/+ hours later x
Aden barven - looking; butlt tn Little bay ow rocks x



12/15/1915

12/16/1915

During the night - or early this morning we passed thro
'Hell’s Gates, entrance to Red Sea x Only land to be seen were
a group of rocky islands 12 apostles of voleanic formation,
one Lying low down Looking just Like the side of a crater x
There was a lighthouse on one of them x Some say they are
the 12 Apostles; but others say they are further ahead x about
10 we passed another small rocky island, with a lighthouse
perched on top, § a Little house nearby x The poor devil who
Looks after the Light must have a rotten time x Just a minute
ngo a steanmer the [Pako - Koto] passed us close enough for us
to exchange cheers x There were ndian troops on boarad
mallans | expect x Boats are becoming as numerous as
weavils tn our porridge x This s a great trade route x Except
for the islands we passed we were out of sightof Land all day x
n evening a locust flew on board § we captured it after a
chase x Very Likely it has come from a passing steamer; long
way from land x Steward said Last thme through lots came on
board Nice warm night x Cloudless sky, golden sunset x

Glortous oa Y x Several steamers passed; one a hospital ship x
caunght up to § passed the 4 wmaster x at during afternoon
saw mountains African soil — satd to be &5 miles distant x
Golden sunset; concert x Lecture Capt Kewp; first — atd x



12/17/1915 efore brealefast two steamers passed us within a wile x One
was a two funnelled, with deck accommodation the whole
length of the huge structure - it Looked Like a great blotch of
black with the sun shinting on it x At 10,30 awn ollboat the
wabash passed us close enough to read her name x Dirty
looking Gave her a cheer —at this thwme [ noticed eight ships tn
sight - some of thew on the horizon x We were thew passing a
lighthouse stuck on a long reef right in our track x The reef
was awash andl a long railing ran up from the edge to the
building x Horribly lonely spot x Red bldg, with a white top,
from which a flag was struck out on a stick x Range of
mountains also loomed up on the African side x Before Lunch
a hospital shop passed us going East; there were now five
vessels within a wmile or so § all could be seen at once — quite a
busy appearance x (12 noown) x about 5,30 passed another
lighthouse on solid rock Low down; another rock nearby) just
like hull of ship without masts ete x Same time 2 + wmaster
with 2 funnels went by x Dolng about 12%/2 Kinots x
Mountains on African side x Served out with dry ration -
biscuit & cheese — for tratn journey tomorrow x Concert §



12/18/1915 eft other boats astern during night x Saw sun rise behind
Stnai - beautiful sight x Rays just touching rugged serried
mountains on African side, making them Look Like
burnished copper x i Gulf of Suez, § waters becoming much
narrower x Very lofty § rugged mountaing Africawn side
running off tnto long sandy beach with lighthouse; thew
again wmore mountains x one range Looks just Like the colour
of Bun Mountain x Passed before breakfast British mdian
Coy boat — a small one x Bance § concert Last night very good
x x about 10 could see forest of masts § smoke from Suez x
Dropped anchor 11,55 x Counted between 20 § 30 big liners,
including four warships - two French, I think x Stopped just
opposite shipping quarter of town Rocky hills on both sides
gives way to sandy stretch tn half clrele where tower Ls x store
bldgs white § cream,; bullt tier Like x Two parts of town old §
new are shipping § other portion few miles away connected
by roads over which cars where passing x [furyl coming out
of desert Then beyond desert, glaring coppery colour x Blg
white oil tanks on beach x Can see vessels passing through
Land from the West x Few trees about; otherwise barren waste



12/19/1915 (sunday) ~ still on board; altho” Tofua berthed §
subsequently saw long troop trains leaving x satd that no
accommonation avatlable; Soldier died on Persic; flags
transport half-wmasted x Great sight watching unceasing
passage of vessels thro’ canal: see ‘ew three at a time, one
behind other x Must have been over a dozen today x Two
warships left — up canal x Ships coming down have lots of
sandbags round chart house § bridge; rumours of dervish
risting, § that we will be tn action sooner than expecten x
work golng on as usual about the port x Two or three dhows
came alongsioe, § a few officers went ashore x Woman, in
Buropean dress was in one dhow § nunmber of laurels flying
flag with my tnitials “C.S,” x Must have known [ was
coming! Got London Datly Telegraphs of Dec 2 § &;nothing
of much tmportance tn thewm x Read Kipling last article in
one “The Fringe of the Fleet” x Hope to read thew tn book form
later x Latest is that we disembark tomorrow x Transport
arrived with ndian troops x Elghteen blg ones at anchor x
Church tn morning sermon from Is: To trust in shadow of
“Baupt” x Mentioned how much a aood knowledae of seripture



12/20/1915

12/21/1915

alongside wharf shortly after nine x Go through narrow
entrance to big basin x No wharves as we know them just big
stone slabs as breastwork x Boat about 20 ft from wharf x
Lots of natives about after backsheesh x Police wear fezs (red)
§ use sticks freely on natives if in the way x (netdent) ALl
kRinds of dresses x Egyptian with fezs § Buropean clothes,
others fez § flowing robes, others with turbans (all colours) &
robes x Two or three nwdian troops swmart handsome Looking
chaps, Huge stores of coal at wharf x Saw camels x [e-----1;
minarets of mosgues watives pushing carviages, cooking ete;
babel voices x smart Little BEgyptian; (Moses) great toff x Ry,
on wharf x Good old British bulldog strolled along: every chap
started to whistle hime § and he showed his teeth as much as
to say “please to see ya x “Railway carriages comfortable
inside: dirty looking outside x NCO's have 2ud class:
looking glass in it x Natives fooling round brushing seats, §
wanting to take off our haversacks x ete, money is all they
want x Just met Billy Derwent; went with the Fifth, got
wounded Dardanelles; golng back Willochra x Supposed to

leave at 2, but block on Line delaued until 4 x Then off we
Fooleol about till near noon: thew drafted to 4th Howitzer

amumunition Column; field movement afternoon x Met Lots of
chaps x Went tnto Catro night; rang up Jean ngram at Ponta
Kubo Hospital; Nurse B, returned to N Z x



12/22/1915

12/23/1915

went to Heliopolis to see Nurse ingram x Hadl a jolly good
day x ot garrie § after beating down the driver to 15 pt went
sight-seeing x Matarieh ostrich of Goshen, Joseph Israelites §
[leviks]; still making [leviks] x Saw one of the obelisks to
the entrance of the temple of Ra, where Joseph said to be sold
tnto slavery x one solid slab of granite, with hieroglyphtes,
Key of Life, sacred Hawk x 18 metres high x waterwheels x
Then saw tree where Mary sat with child when Herod was
slaying first born x The tree has beew Rilled by cutting
names ow it x Bate trees 100 years old x Mary’s well; had a
drink x water wheel there x Beautiful catholic Church x
Golng along road “Hullo Gig” - [Brian Dleckens] x Garry
had to stop to Let troops go by;Hullo Hullo who's Yyour Lovely
friend by chaps come over Lur] tn Willochra x tn evening
went to Cairo shopping X Grand street § shops x Bought toys
x Dliner at Hotel Metropolis € x Nurse Smaile (?) (sie) knew
rRachel, same table x No Menu x People simoke; when finished
ladies too x Quite jolly to have a Nelson lady friend to speak
to x shops full toys x Hellopolis desert 7 years ago; bulilt by

Belolan sundicate x Met Farmer Sot watsow x Boat block “
nothing doing x Riding § harness cleaniing x Heard about

evacuation of Suvla Bay § Anzac x Met several chaps back,
from there — Lucre McConchie, ete x



12/24/1915 Christmas Eve x Thinking of all at home x Off at 1 pm §
went to Pyramlids with Toby Anderson in tram car x Guides
nuisance x Got one shimble Charlie x Sowme trrigation x “Lordl
Kitchener make all people rich x | kinow S, Winston Churchill
g Jack johnson” x Where best mawn | asked “Kitchener” who
met, W.C, who met ).). x Numbers of natives with canes §
donkeys at pyramids; bother You a lot Had photo taken on
donkeys tn front of Sphinx; went tnto Temple of Sphinx;
slabs of solid granite 16 x 16 x Rode round Pyramids; very
high; rugged rough vultures x Back to toww; had dinner at
Savilles € ps x soup, fish, chicken § spuds x Met Nurse
ngram tn town x Shops closed £.20; blg crowd x Home 10 x
Rained nearly all evening x On way to Pyramids met native
funeral; Men two by two singing § walking; thew coffin born
ow bier § covered with pretty [noullel; thew two donkey carts
full of women dressed in black x



12/25/1915 Beautiful day x but alr very keen tn morning x Officers
N.C.O.'s § men wmessed together at dinner, which consisted of
poultry, pork, spuds, cauliflower, spuds, pastry, fruit duff
beer, ete x Sat next to BIll Lucre § opposite Fatty watsown,
with McCownchie behinod me x Few toast Lists x tn afternoon
went to Pont Kubbeh Hospital (N Z General); afternoon tea
with Nurse wgram; wet Trott Chapman, Rowlands, Gilbert,
Richards, Newtow x Back to camp to dinner at night at
Sergts Mess stmilar to midday meal x Flrst thing morning
recelved Letters from Patty, Mother § Ray; jolly glad to get
them x At night stopped tn camp § wrote x Another battle of
“wasser”

12/26/1915 Church parade in morning; singing no good x tn afternoon
went to Gardens with Llewellin and Anderson x Very good;
all kinds of anlmals snakes, birds, ete x Had afternoon
among trees § overlooking Lake with Lot of birds around about
x Tea tn town after running all over show for it; finished up
at an ttalian cafe § had chips § fish, bottle wine § bananas
(2 for 1 P) cost € pt x Home early x Tired x

12/2111915 Quitet day x Saw for first time a biplane, high up like a huge
bird, § appearing to move slowly x

12/28/1915 wothing dolng x Went to Hellopolis in Bvening

12/29/1915 sSame as Yesterday

12/30/1915 sSame as Yesterday



12/31/1915 New Year’'s Eve x Route warch thro Hellopolis x camp at night
x Home 10 o’clock, Letters from Mother § Howie when got
home x Convivial thme tn tent x Letters from Effie, Cora §
Miss Robertson

1/1/1916 New Year's Day x Riding exercise; morning mosques § tent
tn citadel in afternoon x

1/2/1916 N.Z,. General Hospital tn afternoon; Heliopolis in evening;
service at American Mission; cut from Jeremiah (&)

1/3/1916 prderly NCO for week Recelved book of Letter cards from
Mother x Ratn § very colal

1/4/1916 ralned very steadily all night; with weather very cold x
Showers at intervals x Wrote several p.c. § Letters to Twinnles
§ EB.

1/5/1916 weather still cold § wina Y X
1/6/1916 weather still cold § winad Y x
1/7/1916 Brigade orderly Sergt

1/8/1916 Tyansferved as [Bomb] to a sub-sec B, A, C, x Rode to NZ
Hospital in afternoon x Passed funeral x First carringe with
[parsius] in (by Look of them) then what Looked Like a state
carriage, drawn by four grey horses covered with gold -
braided cloths x The hearse of gilt § covered with purple ribbon
X Thought it was The Sultan out for a drive until | saw the
coffin x Saw Nurse ingram, not yet fit for duty; coming for
drink with me tomorrow Back to camp early and stayed in x



1/9/1916

1/10/1916

1/11/1916

1/12/1916

1/13/1916

Beautiful morning g weather nice § warm after cold snap x
Church parade morning; singing an improvement x Sermon
fun the hymn “Fight the Good fight” x Good sermon in
afternoon went for drive with Sister ingram x Had a lovely
time; sister is a jolly gooo guide, and unlike the dirty
niggers, does not ask for any plastres! Drove to Cairo; thew
around Gezira x Passed over bridge bullt by Kitchener;
guarded both approaches by two Life ~ sized bronze lions; Look
the very symbol of power § strength x Felt quite a sense of
security whew [ saw them x Then passed along bank of Nile
wndler tree-covered street; very pretty x Passed beautiful
gardens; magnificent palm § date trees x Date trees trunks
white § long § look in distance like white warble pillars x
Fruit grows in clusters x Passed golf links (wd have liked a
roundt) tennis courts, race course x Passed palace built by
Khedive for Empress Eugene whew she came to open Suez
canal x also place where Kitchener Lived; but now occupled by
Sir Hewry Macmahow, (ste) High Comsinr x very plain -
looking building x Back to Cailro in afternoon tea at Nurse’s

Ewpire Club x House belonaed to a prince § has been lent free
Mounting § Dlsmounting x Picture show (Tivoll) with

Pompey at night x very warm day x Full dress parade
morning x

same as Yesterday x About all we do is to groom § exercise
horses x See aeroplanes every day

striking § pitching tents x Harnessing; field manoeuvres x
Others to move off on Saturday

Sawme as Yesterday x ot letters § photo from Mother (2)
RAY (2) Kit; Pickles, wallce, Aunty, § Uncle George x Horse
line plequet x



1/14/1916 sStruck camp § slept tn mess tent x Crowd vaised canteens x
Awakened soon after 10 by awful yelling of a nigger as if he
was betng murdered x Thew Lot of chaps came tinto mess room
§ soon afrer two officers § and a nigger holding big lantern
came tn § looked all through x (heard Later that a case of
tobacco was brought in; also that a barvel of beer was taken
from wet canteen, § chocolate ete x Awakened again soon
after 12 by wore yelling; some of the chaps were rousted up §
put on spectal plequet x Later was told that Canteen people put
tn bill for £120 damage x Owne of the Sgts (Fellow) got two or
three plugs in the jaw from someone x



1/15/1916 yp 4,30 watered § fed § breakfast all in dark x Moved off at
Fto Zettoun Stding, § entrained horses ete x Moved off at
9.15 for swmallah x Very long train x Passed for three or four
hours green fields with date palims making pleasing break in
landscape x Now § again nice looking house; plenty of native
villages § graveyards; Latter sorting of mud § some
whitewashed x curious relics all along line x Passed big stone
quarries x Double line most of way § making preparation for
triple Line x At Tel-el-kebir bmmense camp of Australians x
Brought bread § jam with us § feed on tratn x Got oranges
also x 5 or 4 one piastre x Arvived 1smailiah 12,45 Got out
horses, wagowns eto x Pitched tents; going until pretty Late x
Troops away every half an hour or so x Very long trains x
Had scrateh tea, bread, cheese, butter tea ete x The wame of the
locality is Moascar x Camp previously occupied by Bengal
Lancersx Flylng machines buzzing around x Make noise
like chaffeutter x



1/16/1916

1/17/1916

1/18/1916

Getting first experience of active service conditions x Up at &,
water & feed horses; breakfast, stew x Not too much tucker x
Had to parade 9 for inspection by General Murvay x Great
crowd troops x n afternoon fatigue work x After 5 before
finished and then, tnstead of letting us get tea § fix things
up next morning, brainless officers re-allocated tent § we had
to shift all out gear ete; § it was dark before getting tea x Lot
of swearing over it x Ruite right too x It is Little things like
this that get a fellows back up x We are close to the canal, §
from horseback can see the Bitter Lakes thro’ which the ships
pass, Two warships at anchor x Water beautiful blue; small
satling ships o boats look very pretty x n evening saw crowd
ndian troops § mules arvive back from Dardanelles x Got
equipment off very quickly, also mules, which wanted to roll
as soow as detrained x indians hung onto them well x Terrible
Lot of talking but got thro” work x Long way to go to water x
Notice the railway lines are from Krupps

Heavy showers in early morning x Put tn as stable N,C.O. for
week x Tucker not too good x Got Last pound of butter tn camp
for our tent; no more for some time x Fatigue work for most of
the crowd x Met Charlie Ricketts on station in evening, More
troops arriving; also camels x Second Batln Trents arrive
from Alexandria x Five warships in canal at night x Plenty
of sand flying round § gets in food ete x Lot of wind so far x

Cold § windy x shower early morning x Mostly fatigue work
x Hao a yarn to Charlie Ricketts x



1/19/1916 Bit of sunshine today x washed some clothes x Had a “few
words” with our Corporal x Bvening went to infantry lines x
Found out where Becus’s company was § asked a chap outside
a tent Uf he knew Spear x “Whose asking for Spear?” enquired
a voice from within x “His brother” says | x Come in says he x
It was Sergt Peawn, one of Eccus’ pals, who was reported killed,
a bullet grazed his forehead x We were both equally pleased to
meet one another x Had a yarn: am going to Look him up
again x Asked after Howle x Also saw a chap nawmeod Height,
who said he knew Norris in Motueka x Fred MeKee was away
ow four day’s Leave x Beautiful sunset in fact both morning
§ evenling the sun throws out a picture x slight sore throat x

1/20/1916 cot a gargle for throats x n evening went to Nelson Infantry
lines § saw Hopp, Israel, Oldershaw, Sloan § several other
Nelson boys x Gave me some baksheesh chocolate § condensed
milk x Very acceptable x Troops § camels still arriving datly
X Got Letters from Uncle George 1 Aunt Amy x

1/21/1916 Letters from Mother (Dec 12) Aunty § Kit x



1/22/1916

1/23/1916

Half holiday; went to ismailia x Followed trrigation canal for
short distance § then along native quarters x Thew splendiol
havd road § into towwn x Called at Australian Hospital along
with Toby Anderson § Geo Hirst x Donough, of Nelsow in one
of the wards, influenza x All shops closed until 5 x Passed a
girls school § had a look at them thro” windows, Teachers wore
square-shapeo white caps x French quarter of town very good
x streets lined both sides with trees x Some gardens very
prettily Laid out x Went through General Murray's grounds;
also up to near banks canal x Lots of roses in gardens x
creeping flowers of vivid hues, climbing all over houses § up
big trees x Beautiful sight x Scarlett, ete x Troops (ndian)
camped all along Lrrigation canal x Motor Lorvies full flyying
all over place x Very clean place compared with Cairo, § not
pestered so much tn natives x Had to veturn by 5 x n evening,
went over to see Sergt Dean; he was out on town pleguet x
Saw Sergt Jock Allen; knows Eccus x Had a long §
interesting yarn about Peninsula x Tommies there The
Territorials there wo good x Gave wme some chocolate x Told

me Nelson Cou aot more parcels thawn anl other x james
(Sunda 5) - Decent morning x Church parade (was on oiutg)

x went to infantry lines tn afternoon § saw Nelson chaps,
including warnock x Y.M,C.A, at night; song service; very
decent x Lighting very vivid at night x Additional man-o-
war tn canal x Naval wmen ashore with “Cornwallis” on cap x
Man found drowned in trvigation canal; one of the
Oawterbwg wfa ntry (Allander) x Got Summary § Colonist
from Harry Flnney; quite a godsend to get the news; lay in
the sun § haol a jolly good read x



1/24/1916

1/25/1916

Put tn charge fatigue party to carry dirty stinking mud
bricks to put round a riding school x Cold day; have on
leather waisteoat § also cardigan § weeded weeded them too x
Troops § equipment still arriving x Recelved two “Mails” §
“Preso” from Mother x Barly to bed (#.45) x Tea § dry
biscuits served out for tea x No butter yet; nearly forgot the
taste of it x

Worst day so far experienced x Gale during night, with heavy
showers x During forenoon heavy sandstorm; thew a Little
sunshine, more o sand § rain, Bitterly cold; had wo tden
coulol be so cold tn Bgypt x Troops still arviving; crowal of
Australians canme tn open trucks during heavy cold shower x
Spent practically all day in tent as was orderly bomb,

Plcked up overseas datly Mail of Jan 1 § found it very
interesting; also read part of a “London” x Pay day; Got 6 pt
(14/-); drawing only bob a day wow so will have to economdise
X Tucker still nothing too good x Have asked several wore
Peninsula what is general opinion of Godley; all the same; no
good x No flyitng machines out last two days x Beer at
canteen Lasted only /2 hour! Few days ago while mixing feed
dust got into watch, § stopped it x Bay or two Later while tn
shower, dropped it on cement floor § started it again, § been
gotng well ever since x



1/26/1916 Fooled about all morning with rake tn my hand x Right
section half- holiday: went to lsmatlia x Down to wharf § saw
HMS, M23 cowme along side x The monitor is a squat-looking
solid vessel, Lying low in water, § not at all spick § span as
ts usually the case in warships x One funnel also squat; one
short mast x n bow huge 14 in gun, looking quite out of
proportion to vest of ship x Two machine guns on bridoe; §
swmaller gun tn stern x Portions of vessel protected with sand
bags x @uite young looking officer in charge x A pinnace
came in with two French Ladies § some gentlemen x (@ couple
of dead fowls were hanging on the monitor x walked round
the shipping portion of the lake; four big warships; one French
by it’s fighting tops x bow lines x Saw satlors with
“Cornwallis” § “lmplacable” on caps x Went through several
streets, trees both sides § overhanging each other x Passed
several tennls courts; French girls playing in one x Seemed
to get quite annoyed when made bad shot x Further along,
football match Main Body Bngineers v. Retnforcements x
Some good play x Fancy | passed Sergt Deawn on a bike x

Gardens very pretty; scarlet § helitrope (sic) § mauve
1/27/1916 Foolenl about x Cold showers and thunders storms x In charge

pleguet at night — wet one x Letter from Aubrey x



1/28/1916 change fatigue parties; dug cess pit x About noon mounted
brigade N.Z, commenced to arrive; two or three thousand of
them x From Zeltoun x n evening went over to 10th tntol
lines saw Barry (Stoke); MceCabe gone back N.Z, walker
still in Bngland x Missed Frank Taylor x Saw Perkins
(ambulance) on way over x also Edwmonds: walked back with
Symons (Takaka) x Letter from Sister ---------- (sie)

1/29/1916 \wirote wother, also several p.c’s x Beautiful day; aeroplanes
very active; rumour one been missing several days x
Movement of warships in canal x Mounted men moven off
further down canal x Troops still arriving x Fooled about x



1/30/1916 (vawlag) Church parade worning: only 40 mins to get
breakfast; shave § dress for parade x Lovely day; troops
arriving § going x Letters from Mother Ray Nell §8.C.
(Hobart) x wrote to Ray x Row in Ismailia this afternoon x
Military police came on scene § one of them (an Australian)
struck an Australian just over tewple with a waddy § he was
dead tn about 10 mins x A chap who witnessed the tncident
tolol me x Mob made other policemen; think he got away x Poor
Look out for him if caught x ndians were also mixed up in it
§ one 9ot knocked about x n evening went with Toby A, to
hear Rev Taylor tn Ambulance lines x Service n shed, two or
three Lighted candles, § chaps sitting down on sand x very
informal; sang several hymns thew padre told chaps to “light
up thelr pipes § we will have a yarn” x Spoke about sin x so he
was not an ecclesiastical tyrant x § took broad view of matter
X

1/31/1916 gauother fine day x Fooled about; ride tn afternoon x Went
over to Fleld Ambulance in evening § saw Harris (Milton St)
x Bvery preparation for serap; big wmarquees, stretehers, beds §
mattresses x Received clgarettes § tobacco per overseas club
from My Perrett, Hill Hawern; wrote § thanked hinme x

2/1/1916 Anniversary Nelsow x spent last on Tahuna Sands x Today
lovely day x Fleld manoeuwvres morning; fatigue afternoon x
Letters from Nurse ingram § Uncle Geo x In charge plequet
night x



2/2/1916 Field manoeuvres x In evening went to see Sergt Allan § had
long yarn x Fine day x Australian troops arriving from Tel
el Kebir

2/3/1916 Fielod manoeuvres x Weather getting warmer § days drawing
out x Got “Paily Mail” Lncele Geo x Jolly glad to get it x also
“Dominion” from Rachel; ditto x In evening BILL Lucre bought
over Noelly Jacobs (5th Battery) to see me, we went § hunted
up Andy Hughes (Divisional signalling Coy) Had long
yarn x Horses stampeded at water; no one seriously hurt x
Big Lot troops arrived x

2/4/1916 Exercising horses morning; nothing doing afternoon x Went
§ saw Dr Pearless in evening; got rather thin x Hopes to go
N.Z. for a trip, but coming back again x Two “wmails” from
Mother x Traln loads troops § equipment arviving all day x



2/5/1916 garly morning exercise; harness cleaning, § tent striking;
afternoon went to lsmatlia; tried every shop to buy brandy
balls: have felt craving for sweets x Couldn't get any, but got
bottle pastils for & piastres x Met Dleky Talbot § another
Nelson chap - came with Sevenths x Been guarding Turkish
prisoners at Mahdi camp x Prisoners well Looked after; get 4
blankets; we get only 3 x Other day they had “hunger strike”;
said cabbage wo good x Rain soon after 5, § continmed x tn
town saw satlors wearing caps “HMS Sir Thomas Picton” §
Requien (Fremeh) x Posted Letters to Mother, Holly § ---- (sic)
x Saw wmirage oesert - just Like a lake x

2/6/1916 (sunday) Beautiful day x Colwmn orderly x Church parade
morning; sermon from Psalm “The fool hath said in his
heart”, Lasted 10 mins x Stinging much better then previous
parades x Had cold bath; stripped in open § had two buckets
water x owing to shortage of water shower baths wot to be
used x Blg tratns still arriving x can now see warships in old
position on Lake x Wrote to Holly x Sniffed stuff for spinal
mentingitis x

2/7/1916 gxercising horses; harness cleaning x YMCA evening x
Australians little tight took charge of concert § sang several
songs; good Volees x More spinal sniffing x



2/8/1916 Fielol manoeuvres morning; bathing parade Lake Tismah
afternoon x Slimy mud near shore x Couple chaps got out of
depth § pulled out x Three warships in sight — one of four-
funnels x pate palms round part Lake x Saw dead fish like
herring x Had fun with niggers selling oranges x Stopped tn
tent night x Made billy cocon; took Long time to boil x Pay
day (157-) Letter from Nell x

2/3/1916 Change weather; showery, windy x Oiling exerclse morning;
/2 - holiday afternoon x (smailia; struck shop run by French
boy scouts; spoke English fairly well x Bought oranges § a
book - French-Bnglish-Arabic x watcheo temnls; went to
wharf; Mownlitor 23 there; 9.2 tneh gun (not 14) also 2 (not 1)
n bow; No 15 in § Lake; also French [(text - poss’ubl,zd
shorthand)] ship § 2 English; also big tramp x Saw 3
pontoons captured in first attack on canal; plenty bullet
marks; bits been taken off as mementoes; too tough for me x
Letter from Beous enclosing £1; very decent x also p.o. from
Jeawn ingram telling me leaving tn Tahiti x watched tnolian
Mountain Battery at Brill x Very smart at loading horses x

2/10/1916 put with guns tn morning; hooking in § unhooking x
Afternoon standing guwn drill; branding horses Bvening saw
Jack Bmerson x Good day x Also saw Noelly Jacobs
(suffering “recovery”) x



2/11/1916 Exercising horses; lecture by Br afternoon x Saw jack
Bmerson § Mekee bn evening x Letters from Hall (July 19)
Mother (2) Effie § Ray; also papers from Kit § Aubrey x Big
mail; mine did not come out until last § thought [ was going
to miss x

2/12/1916 Barly morning exercise; harness cleaning x Letter from Miss
Thorntons, Kit § Pickles x Football tournamt commenced;
B.A.C. beat Sth Battery x Fine day x €ggs for supper x Wrote
to Mother: also p'e’s x

2/13/1916 (sunday) early morning exercise; Church parade; /2
holiday; tsmatlia x sSaw native troning, using his foot x
Sailor from warship buried; found tn canal x /¢ pleguet
night x saw big 4 wmaster going thro’ canal to Port Satd x
wrote Howie x



2/14/1916 Exercise § driving; bathing Lake Tismah afternoon; good x
General Birowood passed along, § as we stood to attention he
gave us genial smile § satd “Hullo; boys! beew tn ?” Can
understand after this incldent why he ts so popular with men
x More fun with orange seller x “Ugh Ugh Ugh,  have lost &0
plastres oranges,” Australians nwo damn good” Maori concert
evening, br Brick splendid chatrmawn; told yarns § explained
wmeaning of action songs § Maori customs x Blg crowd. Fine
moonlight night x Crowd ndians passing through from Pt
said way x Had yarn with some x Been to France; Some
speak good English x “Fight, fight fight 18 months now” said
a big Sgt-Major x One little chap all smiles § said “Sir” every
time x One offered we a plece of native cake; very surprised
“No” whew | refused x Saw a dirigible

2/15/1916 rained steadily until evening x Mounted orderly) morning;
supplying ammunitions afternoon little semaphore § Lecture
Lt Reed x stayed in tent all night; not feeling too good x
Heard distant booming of guns towards Suez all morning -
two each thme interval few seconds x Probably finding ranges
X



2/16/1916

2/17/1916

2/18/1916

2/19/1916

2/20/1916

Riding school x Aching all over this morning § went to Dr x
Told me to come back for some medicine 9.30; did so; not
made up x Bitto 4 oclock; damn him x washead head in hot
water; also brush § comb x Tropical downpour 3pm; had to dig
trench round tent; in dotng so found decomposed carcase of
dog; also unearthed plenty of manure in tent x Advised
today to be careful what we eat as several cases typhoid; no
wonder whew we are camped over dung heaps x Sports §
football matches; Artillery beat Maoris x Letters from Mother
Jan 9) Aunty § E®B, (Jan 14) also 2 “Matls” x saw Allen §
Deans § two or three others of Eccus’ pals x Feeling all right
tonight x

Fine morning; fresh x Flelo manoenvres; saw dirigible x
Afternoon harness cleaning; cleared out our tent of stable
manure x

rRiding school morning; bathing parades afternoon;
thousands in § out of water x Met Ned Collins in front
canteen evening x

General clean up tn camp; afternoon went to cemetery
lsmailia § saw grave of Ham § others who were Rilled in first
serap, also Lt Griffiths who was accloentally killed Last
Saturday; came over with the gth x Flne moonlight night x

(Sunday) Church parade, wrote to Mother § Effie x Attended
service Rev Taylor in Marguee - Ch. of €, service x Football
mateh tn afternoon x



2/21/1916 Fielo wmanoeuvres morning; bathing parade afternoon x
Ammunition coming into camp, [------] Uncle Geo x ack, by

po,

2/22/1916 Harness cleaning morning, § transporting ammunition x
Adfternoon tnnoculation typhold x Had to be done again
because no record of our having been downe before x Talking to
Indian troops on way to Suez x They said “Australion § New
Zealand plenty big wmen (raising their hands) § good;
Bnglish so high; no good x Pay day; did not draw x

2/23/1916 Exercising horses; /= holtday afternoon x Went to lsmatlia;
saw Frank Findlay in hospital; met Frank Taylor in town x
l/c plequet x Wrote Effie § Aunt K x

2/24/1916 stavted to shift tents x Battery of 60 ~ pdrs arrive from
England (a “Tomumy” one) x Had a yarn with one of thewm x

2/25/1916 shifting tents all day x saw a hydroplane over the canal §
Later it came over the camp x

2/26/1916 Transferred to 11th Battery x Fatlgue work morning; holiday
afternoon x Letter from Eccus x Saw aeroplane Looping Loop;
very high up x Met Tom Hunt x Not feeling too good x Papers
(2) uncle Geo § Bceus

2/27/1916 (sunday) fatigue work part morning x stayed in tent
nearly all day; not too good x Aeroplane came down outsioe
aeroolrome x Had close Look at it x



2/28/1916 Fatigue work all day; still not too good x Br says  have
dyspepsia x

2/29/1916 worning sick parade Br says [ am billous § says dose of oil
best thing to give me x Reminded him t had the dose on
Sunday x {had to remind him about the same thing
yesterday x Tolok wme to come again at £.45 § be careful to eat
only plainest food! (What a joke) x Have not had real meal
since saturday x Later in day Dr diagnosed my complaint
as Jaundice § will senol me to Hospital if not better next
morning x Promoted to A /corpl x Feellng darned rotten x
E.D.

3/1/1916 golmitted to N.Z. Aw(uL’mrg Hospi,’cm, Moascar withjauwdioe X
Feeling rotten x

3/2/1916 ywore rottem
3/3/1916 gittp

3/4/1916 Feeling better x “Tomumy Cooker” arvived from Mother paper
from Uncle Geo x Looked up Geo Garlick x

3/5/1916 (sunday) able to get up x Went to chureh service in
Chaplain Burridge’'s Marquee (5 present) Presbyterian x
Sermon Pslm #3-16-17 X Bvenlng Geo G. came § gave me
interesting a/c of 1st Battwn doings on Western (Egypt)
frontier x Feeling much better x Wrote to Mother yesterday; §
P.C, to Uncle G, todag



3/6/1916 Lady Maxwell visited hospital asked me how | was getting on
x Ginger hatr; not Looking very old, 35 or 40; rather artificlal
inspection x swiled all the way up the ward x Geo. &, came
in at night x Feeling pretty good x Lot of N.Z, infantry went
to relieve Australians at Ferry Post, other side canal x

3/7/1916 Nothing doing x [-----1 papers from Eceus; sent him a note x

3/8/1916 Nothing doing; more rumours going to France x Lot of
birthdays this month in family x

3/9/1916 Nothing doing!
3/10/1916 Bp plo

3/11/1916 Left Hospital; was not golng until 14, but Lot of cases came
tn § we were [“---ted"] - 12 of us x Just beginning to get
rowoly x Very enjoyable vest; well looked after x Rejoined 11th
Batty; § soon after arriving Joe Stewart came tn; been
attached to this battery, § in my tent x Glad to see him x Got
papers from Kit § Harry Fluney x Received backsheesh small
tin barley lolly from N.Z, [----] am



3/12/1916 (sunday) ~ first gun drill sinee leaving Trentham x Half
Holiday x tsmatlia with Joe x Photograph taken in gardens
with two French sailors x Visited about dozen Navy wmotor
Launches for submarine attacks x Bullt in America also
armed there with 3 tn gun bn bow x Wooden vessel, watertight
compartments; beautiful oil driven engines; crew of € - 2
officers § wen; speed up to 23 knots; cost £8000 x Cawme out
b transport x Saw Bernarol Jeffries in town; asking after
Eccus and Howle x Went to Hospital at night x Letter from
Aubrey § Kit; expect more tomorrow x Church paraoe
morning; Sermon Matt 7 - # x Singing no good x

3/13/1916 Huyyah; Letters at last! Recelved: Two from Mother; Rachel,
Howle, Ko, Matia, Blanche joyce U.G. B.C. (Hobart), §
Harry Fluney x

3/14/1916 sent p.c’s to all who wrote me yesterday x Battery No,

changed to 13th Batty x N'C’O’s class continued; driving
drill § riding x

3/15/1916 received gift tobacco from Misses J § R.C. Mac Gachen 281
River Avenue, Winnipeg canada x Australian infty moved
off to France or England x



3/16/1916 From Egyptian Mail: of 125 samples of milk taken at
Alexandria 123 were found adulterated x Read in same paper
that tn Catro some milkmen were fined § also sentenced to 25
lashes for similar offence x Australian artillerymen Left for
France or England x Had first flutter on (“Crown § Anchor”
2 pt a time; Wown € out of 11 x

3/17/1916 St Pats Day); anniversary Gerts marriage x Bathed at Lake x
More Australians left at night x

3/18/1916 Letter from Unele Geo x Posted Letter Mother x Rotten windy
day; shower about 4 oclock x Went down to Lake with joe x an
ndian soldier asks for cigarette; founnl he hao a packet tn his
pocket; he did not get any from us ! x I/c horse line plequet x

3/19/1916 (Suwnda 5) Heavy rain in night; still w'wwlg but no dust x
No church parade; -1 2rd Brigade addressed by Brig- Genl
Johnson who told us we were going to France (as far as he
lenew) tn about a fortnight x joe Stewart got German wmeasles
§ sentto N.Z. Auxiliary Hospital x Later in day the rest of
us were isolated — for a week we were told x Bad luck, as we
are going to have a shoot this week x Prince of wales arrived
in 1smailia; satd to have beew seen tn camp Llast night x
Esquilant Moula Geo, Bruce, Colin Cragie, Whitford &
myself in tent x



3/20/1916 Making the best of it x Did not get up until 7 instead of 5,
Looked up drill books, read § generally whiled away the day x
A battery did steel practice x Geo, Garlick came along x
Hearad rumour Australian troopship torpedoed near
Alexandria x

3/21/1916 cleaned out my Kit § washed dirty clothes x Lazy day x

3/22/1916 \Wwent out § watched guwn practice far § distant x very warm
day x First time Discovered that my right eye is very blurred
X

3/23/1916 Pppers from Kit x Loafed

3/24/1916 Third brigade field day § firing x Clothes disinfected x Bit of
a farce x Letters from Thornton's § €8, Flies the Limit x Top
of tent absolutely black, like swarm bees x Met Brodie § heard
that cousin Nev. is here x Weather terribly warm x Lucky
charm § 5 [------ 1 from Thornton's x Wrote Harry Flnney x

3/25/1916 Letters from Mother (Feb & § 13) Kit, Pickles, E.B, x Wrote to
Mother Ray § Uncle Geo x P.C. to Beeus § all who t recelved
Letters from this wmail x Move Letters later in day from Mother
(Jan 20) RAY, Mrs Blatr, Patty, § Daisg, § Aunty X n
evening went over to see Neville Joyce, but he was away x

3/26/1916 (Sunday) not out of tsolation yet x Wrote to Nell, Daisy §
pe’s to Aunty § Patty x Beeus Heard Rev, Taylor in evening
X Hf rumouy Ls true should be on way to France before next
Sunday x Hope so x



3/27/1916 Nothing doing x Turned out to parade, altho’ not yet released
from isolation x

3/28/1916 prder to release from tsolation x Hottest day experienced so far
x Lecture § bath in Lake afternoon x Lecture on embarkation
ete X Cookhouse 12th Batty on fire evening x Our tent went to
assistance § “Bske” got contents of pail water over him for his
pa’ms X Soon got out x Went to see Nev; not tn x Saw peans;
showed wme Eccus’ Letter x

3/29/1916 ghifted tent to lines x Marched out to desert; footdrill; Prince
of Wales passed x Bit of a Kid on pony x Another scorcher x
Lecture 3 — 4; ttem making gun [----1x Mineappolis (sic) as
rumoured four day ago, torpedoed with Australians on board,
so far as known steamer reached Malta x Very cloudy at
night rain looks Like x Papers from Eccus § Uncle Geo x

3/30/1916 Little railn early morning; but hot as ever by € oclock x Spent
day at Lake; great time x Soon after nine black clowds; then
thunder followed by dust storm x Came on tn tncredible
short time, § Lake was quickly blotted out x Little rain fell;
after which fine for vest day x Bathing § skylarking x Camp
4.30; found our tent blown down x Brought back chameleons,
great fly - catchers; shoot out their long tongues § never
miss x Lecture at night; map - reading x

3/31/1916 Rputine; not much doing x



4/1/1916 Brigade day; wmounted parade morning x Afternoon kit
inspection (final) § tnoculation for typhold x Evening saw
Nev,joyce § had yarn x

4/2/1916 (sunday) Church parade; service from St Paul 2C 12-13v
Singing no good x Afternoon smailia with Craigie; changed
400 P.t. into French money x Bvening heard Rev. Taylor with
Joe § Toby;; sermon good:; ditto singing; Rev, [Calote (2)] also
present x Letter from Wncle Geo x We are supposed to be
lenving on Friday x Midday meal rotten x Wrote to Blanche x

4/3/1916 Spmething dolng at last x Advance guard left for
Alexandria x Footdrill morning, § rolling coats § blankets x
Big ceremontial parade afternoon where New Zealanders to the
number of about 20,000 (2) marched passed Sir Archibald
Murray x Great sight; desert covered for miles tn troops §
horses x Murray had 30 of a staff § body guard, (Indians)
ncluding several ladies; also Fremeh officers x Never before
seew such a wmass of humanity x in charge picquet night x

4/4/1916 Holiday); spent on Lake x Grand thme x Some thousands of
2ud Australian Light Horse rode by on way from Seraphin;
splendid body of men § horses x Bought spring onions (2 pt
dozen) nearly all done x Definite word Leave on Thursday
night for France tn the Menominee (the boat that Hall was
on) x Met Stallaro on way howme x



4/5/1916 Mobilization parade § general cleaning up of camp
preparatory to moving off towmorrow x First Lot of N.Z, left
tonight x sSaw N, Vercoe, ) Emerson Widdowson § Les Halr
(at canteen the last nmwmed) x Rather have bed at night x

4/6/1916 Styuck camp 5.30; rest of morning cleaning up camp x
Afternoon swim. at Lake x Am writing this (5.45 pm) while
watting to march to station x Neck painful all day; fancy
strained muscles yesterday with all my pack on x Throat
also a bit sore x Very warm day x Left at 8.30 x Our mess
room § canteens were set on fire by someone § made big flare
x Made ourselves as comfortable as posstble in open trucks x
Commandeered bag hay which made good bed x Not a bit
sorry to leave the sand behind us x



4711916 Arvived Alexandria wharf shortly after 5 x Slept now §
again; but what with wmany tratns rushing by us; the cry of
Egyptians ete at wayside stopping places, and the buwmp of
the train as she started § being a bit crowoled, sleep was; bit
restless x Passed over magwificent looking iron bridge §
stalled with cry of men “Pass word to engine driver man
overboard” x cuite true x An artilleryman Lad foolishly got
down § walked in river § another chap went after him, but
nssistance not required x Lost no time tn gettiing aboara x
while lined up on board woticed a p.c, (Overseas tobacco) at
my feet; address upwards, § on reading it was astonished to
see it addressed to Uncle Jack, Ngatlama St. Nelson x Picked
it up § will send to him x Next Looked at ship § saw she was
Menominee, one of Hall’s old boats x Only had few forms §
[stores] for our battery to get aboard after which time our own
X WILL not be too much room § few hundred horses on board
will not improve smell x At 4 oclock parade with
Lifebelts , film o lifeboat stations, § told must always wear
belts after boat Leaves wharf x WiLL soown be in danger zone
now x Left wharf 5 pm § anchored in streame for nioht x



4/8/1916 glept on floor mess room; others on deck x Good sleep x Things
a bit muddled x Butter rancid [L-- --1 § jam good x Parade &
am breakfast: brend; butter tea § bully beef stew x Left
anchorage about 7 am, § have escort small warship x Harbour
good & big with breakwater on each side; Lighthouses at
entrance; one breastwork runs right out from matnland, § at
entrance harbour has small gun mounted x Passed a Lot of
prize satling ships in harbour x Sultan’s harem pointed out;
big stone building x Neck pretty bad, fancy touch
sunstroke; cold also x Fairly tn Mediterranean water very
deep blue x Several boats in sight during day; one troopship
in addition to our own x Have two destroyers as convoy; they
take a zig zag course § turn almost on our length x Glorious
day, § the clean fresh sea alr is pleasant change from
Egyptian sand § niggers x Had several lectures, one on
putting on gas helwmets; also stations alarm x N.Z,mail
belng glven out; papers from Kit quite a god-send, as had
nothing to read x Hawmmocks tssued x Dlnner; roast beef,
spuds, cabbage soup § rice with raisins x



4/9/1916 (sunday) still § fine x Land on both sides early worning;
ow port side all day x Nine vessels tn sight at one thme x Our
destroyers are rushing to § fro at a great vate; other ships zig-
zag ing also x 13th Unit for duty; on LD myself so missed
all work, § spent time writing § reading x Bundle papers
from Eceus; great “win” x tn distance saw a small white
island for all world Like tceberg x Slept on table last night;
foundl it confounded hard x The submarine guard tnstructed
to keep sharp look out; if one came along ought to get a good
haul if not nabbed by our escort x Light shower rain
afternoon x Good roast beef for dinmmner; also fatr plum duff x
No padre on board so no service x

4/10/1916 slept bn hawmmock Last night; slight Lmprovement on
previous nights x very fine sunrise x Nine boats tn sight in
front of us first thing morning; Passed several during day
golng East x No sigwn of our escort all day x Expect to reach
Malta tonight or tomorrow x Been nice day with
Mediterranean very calm x Bundle papers from Miss [Green];
Jjolly glad to get ‘en; haol read the others x Concert in
afternoon; not half bad x



4/11/1916 Malta tn sight about 7 am anchored until 10 - kig boat
(Castlengles) came out and told us to await further orders
Half-hour Later came out again and told us to go instde x
Malta long Low-Lying island, § on near approach was just
bustling with guns § forts x went into naval harbour, the
other one betng the other side of town x Town built on hill ana
all buildings of stone § masonry x Sowme of buildings Look
Like prisons, but are no doubt barracks x Boowms tn harbour §
also entrance x Can see a street, a dazzling white one; others
are very narrow, with tall buildings both sides x See several
spires § undlerstand some beautiful churches here x Town
olives impression of one mass of concrete § stone x Harbour
alive with craft of all descriptions x Steam Launches, tugs,
packet steawer, a destroyer (O2) two patrol boats, warships, a
troopship with Tomumies on way to Egypt (they have my
sympathy) § numerous other vessels x Seem to be several
other harbours within this one x One we are in Ls semi-
clreular, § runs on tn narrow strip until t believe, it branches
nto other harbour x This narrow strip which on one side is
edaed with ships, is very Lively, § aives the mpression of



4/12/1916 Left Malta about 9,20 x About a dozew fishermen came on
board § searched the ship for | was two escaped German
prisoners; not found on boaro x Passed two other islands close
to Malta x Signs of cultivation along slope of hills; saw
another part of town as we went by this way x quw boat
following us later on; passed other steamers; more tn sight x
Yarw that cargo boat “subbed” 2 days ago tract we are
taking; very comforting x saw on Leaving what 1 took to be a
Antarfa Hospital x Boat drill, ete, during day x Fresh wind
§ sea afternoon but wind steady as rock x

4/13/1916 Only ship in sight all day was a sailing vessel in the early
morning. Seewmed to have passed sardinia during the night
x very cold and windy x Lectures § physical drill x Passed
island about 4pm x § wore Later on, with clusters of small
white buildings x An officer tolol me that the island we are
abreast of now (£.30) is a small one behind Sardinia x We
will not see the last-named x Blood red sunset; very fine x Put
three horses overboard today x Vvessel pitching a Little x
Rumoured we reach Marseilles tomorrow evening x



4/14/1916 Roughest day so far experienced x Strong head wind § heavy
sen x Boat behaved very well x The sea struck her a bug buwmp,
§ enveloped the whole ship x Coast of France in sight about 4
~ ling of low-lying hills x Should have renched Marseilles at
&, but bad weather delayed § as we are not permitted to enter
the harbour after dark we will have to watt wntil tomorrow
Movre horses put overboard x The other night one was put over
alive; it was in a dying condition, but all the same cruel act x
One of the mewn refused to obey the vet officers orders to help x
This s quite corvect as 1 made inquiries § obtained first-
hand tnformation x



4/15/1916 Bntered Marseilles soon after daylight x Beautiful morning,
§ sun grand sight x very hilly § rocky at entrance; which is
all mined x Right at entrance is apparently a fort; also
several Lighthouses; one well out to sea x Hundreds of
chimney stacks denote industrial centre; crowd of wharves §
forest of masts x Blg 4 funnellen Red Cross ship “France” at
wharf; passed close by her x Trees on shore bursting tnto
green; also green lawns; very pretty x Up at 4 making
preparations to get off early x Busy all day disembarking x
Scores of ships tn harbour x Two of them near by § used as
prisons for Germans x Saw dzns of them marching on to
steavner after 5 oclock x Mostly good sized § well fed chaps x
Send 26 p.c. § letters to Mother; Kit; Uncle Jack x Read
yesterday’s edition “Daily Mail” (2d) x Have to get up one
am tomorrow as advance party x Bought cakes, oranges,
from women outside the gates x Docks are immense x Slept tn
huge shed x



4/16/1916 (zam; (Sunda 5) watting on board train), First Swwlag n
France commence work soon after 1am Loading baggage x
very cold; Plokles searf § Miss Harris's wittens very handy
xJust finished g had a wash, Boiled [---] § tried some of
mothers [------1 Greew fields, gardens, lovely meadows, olive
plantations, look lovely, early morning sun x Reminds me of
Nelson x Tile works x Wowmen washing x Wowen as porters x
Cherry trees in blossom; peaches just coming out x Miles §
miles grape vines x Gardens very weat; great sight x Nearly
every woman n mourning; most of them sile ready for us,
but most Look oh so sad x One shook her head as we went by §
another olol one wept x Girls mostly jolly; throwing kisses x
Train very slow; going along very casual way: hundreds
other traing passing x Snow on wmountains; all stone houses;
hardly any fences; Large nunber trees planted x Stopped few
minutes Lyjons; great crowd below x Threw coins § buttons
ete. great scrambles x Magnificent buildings § boulevards x
Pulled up at 9 § made tea x § ratlons tssued - the first since
11 am x [Avagnont] x had breakfast; orange, lunch x At
[valonice] another train with big crowd; cheering, ete x



4/17/1916

4/18/1916

cood sleep on seat; 5 of us in 12 x & x Stopping at Dejohn
Dljon whew awake at 5; hao wash; shaved cold x cold misty
rain x Pulled up at Alesia for breakfast ; bought bread §
gingerbread; tea rum in it; good feed x Scenery still lovely;
trees planted everywhere; along canal banks, dividing fences,
any Little vacant plot; lane near railway stations, wonderful
[realt] x France looks Like one big private garden with plenty
of workmaw to Look after it x Women working everywhere x
Dinner at Montreau; bought glass coffee 2d ; also cakes; gave
soldiers bully beef § biscults; gave us some cider x Our
interpreter (Bowmb, Piper who has been very useful) was told
that Germans attacking along whole Line, § were being held x
Lot of soldliers about holding themselves ready x Soldiers
everywhere on guard x Changed at Juvisy (Owe wmost
bportant Junctions tn the world) for our destination x We
were 12 miles from Paris when we changed another direction
x Youngsters asking for bully beef x Vversailles 6,45 x Red
cross women with coffee; just the thing; also gave us souvenir
P.C. x Got one of Napoleon; gave tn return a badge x Cheering

as we Left x Slept tn clothes x Palace at versailles x
arrived Le Havre & am x Slept b clothes last night x saw

ELffel tower Last evening x Cold wind § rain x Went ahead to
camp (about 5 wmiles out) with first load of baggage; § wow
waiting for second Lot x Went thro” town on way up: fine
butldings; dirty near docks x at camp got good feed in cafté
nearby x Read today’s Londown “Daily Mail” before dinner x
all People going to work as we went through Havre x Street
dirty; all the workforce very cleawn Looking; hair trimumed
neatly ete x Gave kRids § girls biscuits § bully x went bed
about £ 12 tn tent x



4/19/1916 Cold windy § showery x Letters from Aunt K, Kit, Twinnies,
BoY, Mrs Thornton, BB, Miss [Gu---] Aunt Amy x More
Letters from Howie, Mother, Ray, Kit § Plekles x Jolly glad to
get them all x

4/20/1916 still cold § windy x Wewnt to remount depot § drew our horses;
walk about 4 or 5 wmiles each way x n afternoon went to town
for 2 hrs x Afternoon tea for four (with a return of cakes) &
francs; bought p,c, 40 doz, x Gillette blades x Prew guns §
wagons in afternoon x Letter from Effie, papers from Kit §
Aunt Ay x

4/21/1916 (Good Frida g) Lovely morniing; but ratn n afternoon x
Busy getting ready to move off which we did about 4 pm in
steady raln x Marched thro’ toww to station , § then
entrained x Had tea § cakes bought at stall x very tired §
wet; now waitting for train to take off x Very weary x Got
away about 9 x



4/22/1916 Hapl sowme sort of sleep; wo blankets; great cont too wet x
Raining hard tn morning; going very slow, § stops
numerous x Had an apology for a wash in a diteh; feel dirty,
but must keep on smiling x Pulled up for breakfast about 10 -
bread, butter jam cheese § tea x Rain thew stopped x Writing
this on train x Still passing thro’ grand § pastoral country x
At a stding passed Lot of French soldiers; gave them
cigarettes, bread § bully beef x seemed jolly glad to get it x
Passed several Red Cross tratns x Dinler ditto x Been Lot
rain; Low Lying lands flooded x Passed Australions §
Canadian camps; Looked very wet x Passed thro” Boulogne
(Where Bristol Ex Force camped) at 10 to 5 pm x Saw ships x
Passed thro’ Calals; canal § barges x Half cup tea at St Owmer
x Get off n 40 wminutes x Commenced to detrain about 10 x
Rain stopped x Steenbecque nawme station x



4/23/1916 (Epster Sunda 5) tn billet, somewhere tn France Les Clseaux
Moved off from the station after midnight x Very sloppy
under -foot, § had to do most of our work in the dark x
Commenced what proved to be a long march x Passed thro
several quaint villages; Long houses with high sloping roofs,
§ abutting right on river x Realiseol we were near to fromt
from deep boow of guns & the flashing of powerful
searchlight x Pulled up at a farmhouse just at dawwn, when the
blackbirds § thrushes were resting in Baster Sunday x Farm
yard ankle deep in mud x Tethered, watered § feed horses x
About 20 are sleeplng tn a barn at the farm while others
(myself tncluded) are stmilarly situated further down the
road x Olo fashioned places, thatched roof; stables § cowsheds
are adjoining; § a big manure pile right at the door; same
where | am x Had a plece of bully beef stew § hard biscuits;
plenty of fowls § pigs to keep us in company x Church bells
ringing early morning; sun shining [len---1 x Very damp
underfoot x Angele Hahaun
Julienne Charles

Later in the morning “Bskie” § | went for a walk to the village
4241916 (Sunny day) guns booming most of day x we are about 23

miles from firing line x Had easy day x went to a village in
evening; food coffee 1 +/+ glass x Hadl Look tnside chureh; very
pretty x Motor lorry stuck side road today x Got nasty cold x

4/25/1916 saw fine aeroplane first thing morning, § Later on the guns
were booming out as hard as they could x several seem to go
off together x Wrote mother x Village evening x



4/26/1916 \weather warm x Firing nearly all day; saw five aeroplanes x
went to village evening x Fine; Very heavy bombardwment
from early morning; due down during day § intense yarn
at evening x Wrote to Pickles § Twinniings x went to village;
(enquired Geo Garlick - in hospital x

4/27/1916 Rejolned Battery; gun drill atl day x [---1 warmer x Met
Harold Black’s brother x Wrote Eceus x

4/28/1916 viplent cannonading early morning x Fine § warm day x
saw five aeroplanes all together x Gun drill wmorning x
Nearly all gunners went to Calats tn afternoon for shooting
practice x Rode to station with them § brought back thelr
horses x Went thro’ town Hazebruck (quite a big one) x
Enjoyable ride, altho’ only a blanket in Liew of saddle going -
over four hours in saddle x Soldiers everywhere x Golng thro’
villages will see chalked up in houses “Otago M R orderly
Room” ete, or 1st Battn — Post Office” Passed wotor Lorries,
London buses, motor cycles § ear x numerous transport,
wagons Miles of road paved with stone squares More
gun/sfire (sic) evening Food been poor since arriving - no
butter, jam or bread x Tonight all three on issue x 1/¢ horse
line pieguet x Blg windwmill saw on the way to station x
Heard about rish rebellion x



4/29/1916 Still fine; exercising horses morning; relieved orderly at
orderly room x Cannonading as usual x Guuner in charge
hotel plequet night x Wrote Aunt Amy x

4/30/1916 sunday) Fine day; cannonading morning; wrote mother
chaps returned from Calais x Church parade; attended portion
of it; Battery orderly x

5/1/1916 fine day; very little firing heard x Not wauch doing tn camp;
Battery orderly x saw Joe in evening; supper eggs § coffee; §
wines

5/2/1916 Letters from Mother (March 5) Aunt R, § Ned x Violent
thunder-storm followed by raw afternoon x Heavy fire
midday x Route march morning x Letter § razor blades from
Eccus x Send F.S, cards to Mother, Aunt § Fred § letter to
Eecus x Head cold too for flrst time x Plenty of swallows x

S/3/1916 Fine but cloudy); cannonading evening: gun drill x Late at
night very heavy cannonading x

5/4/1916 Papers from “Mail” (Jubilee number x Route march all day;
bathe tn canal; very wice day; green fields ete x Farmers
putting tn spuds x Cannonading as usual x Letters from
Aunt Amy § Unele Geo x “Bominion from Effie (2) x struck
farmhouse § had feed eggs, chipped potatoes bread § coffee
(1/20 each) x Swow with me x



5/5/1916 warm § sultry x Saw Tawbe aeroplane flying almost
overhend; some saw shells bursting near it x Cannonaning;
Colonist summary from Harry Flnney; jolly pleased to get it;
passed it on to Nelsow boys x Weekly Blspateh Uncele Geo x

5/6/1916 No canmnonading x Showery; 13th beat 10th football = to nil x
went to village tn evening x “bispateh” from Uncle Geo

5/7/1916 (vaw(ag) Exercise morning; hoL’wlag afternoon; only Little
cannonading; saw joe evening; eggs & coffee x No church
parade x wrote wmother; p.c’s to Uncle Geo, Harry Flnney, §
Kewn Lueas x

5/8/1916 Cold windy, showery x Route march fully equipped morning;
gun Arill afternoon x No firing x Saw Hamilton first thme
since leaving Bgypt x

>/9/1916 Showery nearly all day; exercising horses morning; harness
cleaning afternoon x A Little cannonading x NCO'’s § 2
officers went to Armentieres; we follow Later x Tucker very
short at dinner x

5/10/1916 Fine, route march morning; cleaning guns afternoon x Saw
§ heard a parvoquet, more like NZ, every day x No
cannonading x “bispatch” Uncle Geo x



S/11/1916 Rpute wmarch all day; dinner on roadside x Meadows full of
buttercups § daisies x Pretty forest where we dined x Heard no
cannonading x Wrote Eccus § Uncle Geo x Joe § others from
B.A.C, jolned battery x Expect to move out on Saturday x
Cloudy but fine day x Four men went Bngland on leave x
Sewnt letters to Eccus § Unele Geo

5/12/1916 Still dull but fine; route march morning; routine afternoon x
No cannonading; onk trees bursting into leaf x Three
“Dispatches” x Geo; ack

>/13/1916 ey wet day); rough exercising horses early wmorning; rain
nearly all thme x Harness cleaning x Hollday afternoon x
Place quagmire x Letters from Mother (March 12) Kit, Effie §
Becus (March 25) x Heavy cannonading last night for few
mins; ditto early a.m.wrote mother x

S/14/1916 (sunday) Dull § fine; spent day getting ready wove off to
firlng Line tomorrow x Papers from Mother, Kit § Effie x No
cannonaoing x



5/15/1916 Left [Les Cesieu] for Vieuxberquin Reveille 3.30am; moved
off full wmarching order soon after & x Rained for first 3
hours, § got a Little wet x After golng four hours pulled in a
farm-yard § stayed there remainder day x obtained some
very wice butter farmhouse x Passed forests x Cannonading
at night x Let chaps late early morning parade: plequet x
Played with youngsters in the evening on the rond x Short
distance from here we passed church showing signs of
bowbardment; sowme of the chaps visited it in evening;
Battery orderly, not able to go x Trents passed thro” on way to
Armentieres x



5/16/1916 Lpvely morning x Saw my first aerial duel x While at
breakfast saw 3 aeroplanes high up; one shinlng abmost pure
white n sun x Soon saw it was belng chased by other two x
whew almost overheao rvat! vat! vat! vat! went the machine
guns of the pursuers (allies) x § could saw The German went
ow towards east hotly pursued x Soon the antl air craft guns
got to work § bursts of white fleecy balls of simoke denoted the
shrapnel x Could not see any result x x x x x After breakfast
air-craft guns again busy; bursts oceurring with great
raploity x at present, moment one of our machines is passing
directly overhead of me; not high up x (9.15 am) x (Alr x x x x
x Duel: saw machines towards east; German high up; came
towards us thew circled to it's own Lines; our machines; one
behind other, catching up § good chase x German kept on its
course § oid not seemn to deviate from its course) x About &
pm: on road waitiing to wmove off to the front (Armentieres) x
Acroplanes busy; heavy firing; two or three dirigibles;
machine guns gotng off x Might be having a flutter
ourselves tomorrow x Had tea alongside horses tn farmyard
while watting to hook own x First Briaade Battery woved tn as



5/17/1916 Repched Armentieres about 12.30am; beautiful wmoonlight
night x Big body of troops on road x Passed General Birdwood
§ staff on corner of voao x Not allowed to smoke after dark x
Starshells lighting up country; heaps of thewm x also
cannonading also machine gluns] durn x Got horses fixed
up § bed about 2 x Billeted top storey old brewery x Own Baster
Sunday shell came thro stable (can see hole) § Rilled € horses
X We are relieving a Tommy Battery) x Our chaps took over
guns today x [ am not going up till next week x very heavy
firtng this morning x Mostly at aeroplanes x Some high
explosive shells seemen to go right over the top of us § explode
with a shrill blast x Hear them coming something like cross-
cut saw x Up at 5,30; watered horses x Hao decent breakfast x
are right in the city x Passed church badly damaged shell
fire, said to be done by French whew it was in occupation of
Germans; all windows broken, roof § spire gone, § generally
gutted appearance



>/18/1916 Reveille 5,30; watered horses river Lys alongside which we
are; billeted in old brewery x Very tived all day; parades as
usual x We are velleving A Battery (Bnglish
Territorials) taking over thelr guns § equipment x Guins
already in pits x Last night Germans discovered positions of
two of guns (right section) § knocked pits to bits, but no
damage to guns x Our chaps took over at midday x Right
section unable to get to position x | am golng up next week
with second relief x First thing morning lively firing; great
nunmber of shots at aeroplanes all day; shrapnel burst § Leave
Little balls of white simoke, which hawg in air for quite long
time x While watering morning shells (Germans) were fired
almost overnead § wmade deuce of a wolse x just like a couple of
long pleces of tron chained end to end would make tearing
thro” air x One fell quite close but failed to burst x Satd to be
shelling &0 pdr position x In evening went to Armentieres; in
a deuce of a mass of bombardment x Germans were tin
position for tew days in 1914 x Passing thro’ main streets
great holes tn buildings; roofs shattered hardly a piece of
alass wnbroken; § front of butldings bespattered with



S/19/1916 Last night quick firers going nearly all night; with
occastonal gun fire x This morning working on telephone
wire, when bombardment commenced; Light explosives §
shrapnel x Became very hot after time § we took shelter in
buildings x Bits of shells falling round us, one within few
yards of where | was x Several women took valuables § went
for safety to vault in cemetery close by x Letters from Kit §
Eocus, § BB § paper Uncle Geo (May 7) x Owne side of road we
Live in Ls in Frewmeh ’cerritorg § the other in Belgium x Bill
Wood § myself had eggs § chips in Belgium this evening x
Saw Joe S x Hearo several N.Z, wounded in trenches x Thivd
battery billets got [ ----- 1 about shell fire x Expect we will get
it any time now x Hear inhabitants about here are going to
shift x The landlady here s a good old soul x Glves us coffee
tn morning x whew | came thro’ Ritchen this morning she
bid we bon jeure (sic) § asked wee if t would have coffee x
Rather; but whew offered to pay for it she got quite indignant
X This afternoon gave me more coffee x Jolly good it was too;
she grinds it herself x Wrote Mother x



5/20/1916 pur guns very brisk § during last night x Germans very
quiet; sent along only three shells so far (6.30pwm) today x
saw clouds of brick dust fly up after each shot x air craft
busy all day, so there should be some “strafing’ tonight x
Fooled about with wires morning; sleep tn afternoon x n our
estaminet there is a planolo; (sic) terrible noise it makes;
sowe of the girls dance to it x Nice girls here x Talking to a
Tomwmy today, § he was telling me how well the Germans get
on to gun positions; reckons there are spies about x He was at
Epres, § said he would not trust a Belgian; also considers
they are very inhospitable x One of our right section guns
moved to new position today § did a little sniping; will be
firing tonight on road tn German lines x While out for walk
tonight spent shrapnel from anti-aireraft guns fell arouna
me x | scooted! x Marle Lawmers Blanche Lirian Octavie
Baggeman Marie Verollemon x This evening a number of
the chaps sat with these young ladies § listened to them
singing; very jolly evening x



5/21/1916

5/22/1916

(sunday) x Working most of the day on telephone wire x
Falr amount of strafing going on x Right section got one
gun in action yesterday, § today wmaking preparations for
emplacements to be put tn tonlght x Sitting outside
estaminet at present (evening); planolo going strong x
Lovely day x Lost my only shirt yesterday § am reduced to
wearing wy jersey x About € oclock had to go out § help lay
wire to chimney stack (observation post) tn Hooplie (?)
Houplines x across two paddocks long wet grass, over canal
(had to go along some distance over railway bridge § along
bank canal to opposite bank x Threw wire across x Barbed
wire entanglements in the way x Thew along road over river
Lys (along railway bridge) thew across grass, bush §
underserub following river for some distance; over tremches
well sand-bagoed tn front of big brick building g protecting
river, across more [entanglements] § thew to chimney stack
in premises [previouslyl used ( was told as chemical works x
Had to pass sentries at two places x x railway bridge §
pontoon bridge x Sgt “Bsk” § myself came along eastern side

of river & over pontoon bridae x Sentry at Later told ws bullet
Letter Aunt Amy x Quiet day; very Little firlng x Removed B

gun to cemetery x Saw tn action for a few shots x Rain in
afternoon x Fixing up wire x Wrote Howie x



5/23/1916

5/24/1916

5/25/1916

5/26/1916

Bowmbardment during night x about epm five German
aeroplanes came over our lines § antl atreraft guns after
them x Shortly after very violent bombardment of one our
battery positions, evidently picked up by scouts x Not far
from us § shells came divectly overhead x Shelling for best
part hour at few secs interval x Saw big Lump taken off
corner of a building x (The antl atreraft guns move off as
soow as they have fired) x Shells thew fell closer § set five to
small sheds, which threw up big blaze x Thew some shells fell
close to us, § we were constantly ducking x Headgquarters
wires cut x Out on duty in telephone room at night - 8-10, 2-
4am x While here a shell fell close § shake building like
sharp earthquake shock x Our own guns § others got going,
§ there was great woise gotng for a time x Put on at telephone
room — 2 hrs 4 Off Fleming [(today)] Hdgrs wounded by
bowmbardments x

Ewplre Day x Little firing this morning; but on whole quiet
day x wrote to Mrs Blair x Own duty right section gun.
cemetery just room to crawl unoler two pieces rounded tron x

Still on duty RTX x only a Little strafing; RTx firlng
afternoon x Wrote Mrs Guin; papers (2 bundles) from Kit x
Raining tn evening x

Helped work guns on RTx then afternoon firing about 30
rounds at ante-alreraft battery x Very little five from
Germans x aeroplanes busy in evening x



5/27/1916 Great go with machine guns § ante-aircraft soon after 4 awm;
heaviest | have yet heard x Also some big gun fire x Went into
Armentieres afternoon x At 5,30 Third Brigade got busy §
each gun fired € rounds x While at dinner three rounds whiz-
bangers fell close to us, two or three bullets fell tn yard x One
man (Tommy [EBngineer]) who was on road round corner
opposite Left section got two bullets tn hip § came to our
orderly room x A woman also got one in the hip x Germans
gave place hot thme from & to € evidently in retaliation for
our smack x Shells (5,9) falling all round our left guns §
billets x We evacuated and watched things little further up
road x Place where | slept had shell ow roof § took away big
portion; orderly room roof knocked to blazes; several shells
fell on voad § made big holes; some fell very close to Lx gun
positions x No casualties; hottest time had so far x tn all
about 140 rounds were fired x Many of our wires were broken,
§ linesimen going wmost of the night fixing up lines of
communication x Wrote Mother x



5/28/1916 (Sunday) ~ Most of the inhabitants in the shelled area
moved furniture first thing this morning, using barrows,
hand-carts ete x Met one old Lady wheeling heavy load § |
velleved her of it x ginger § Marie came along too (it was thelr
Mother’s furniture x went about /= mile; old lady wanted to
give me 9 f § beers; very glad she was of my help x Sent out
for jug beer § would have we take some before | returned x
Everyone seems to drink beer as a watter of course x Women
wonderfully calm, § never seem to lose heart x Soow after
firing ceased women folk back tn estaminet § have planolo
golng x Looking at damage this morning reminded one of
visiting scene of a fire next day x All hands slept in empty
house over road in Belgium x Sorry to leave estaminet, as
things there very comfortable § people kind x Our guns did
fair amount of firing; not much from Fritz so far (2,.30pm) x
atreraft § firing as per usual x

5/29/1916 L etter Uncle Geo; wrote to Uncle Les x Germans bombarding
Houplines x Saw church steeple on five; them two wmore shells
plunkeent tnto it; big fall bricks; big hole in roof of chureh
smoking for some time x Firing more or Less both stoes x
GErMLANS usuaLLg have about dozewn “sausages” (observation
balloons) in atr x Cycled into Armentieres: tried to finad
Jeweller’s shop without success x Prew 15 francs; %= frane
deducted from each man’s pay for damage done to farmer’s
machinery at Les Ciseawx; | protested § officer said it was
legal x



5/30/1916 Raln last night § early morning; quiet day x shifted gun
position Lx § brought up another gun x Armentieres in
afternoon with P, Huadley x saw Marie § Ginger x Big
supply ammunition brought up last night in anticipation
German attack which failed to eventuate x Posted letter Lncle
Geo § Aunt Amy x building ow fire Houplines near chureh x

5/31/1916 (_etter from Mother (Apl 9) x 13th did some firing x Fair
amount offiring; no shells tn our bumediate vieinity x wrote
to Kit x Coming thro’ cenmetery off “Ghost quard” at 4 this
morming saw thrush ow tree whistling a treat; reminded me
of howme x



6/1/1916 Some mutual shelling morning; about 4,30 intense
bombardment Houplines; one continuous stream shells
falling among houses; clouds of bricks § dirt x watch from
our window, 2am our O Pip Station (chimney stack) got a
shell tnto it x Lt [Tulsal § Cochrane tn chimney above where
it was hit; no one tnjured x Hottest bombardwment yet seen x
we also got tn some “strafing” x For past week tnhabitants
about here have been removing furniture; it is rumoured that
they have had the hint to clear out x Wenk into Armentieres
and had a hot bath; first for months x Feeo eggs chips §
coffee for dinner x Shortly after Fpm a captive balloon of
ours (the only one tn this section) broke adrift x watched it
all from. billet x Few seconds later saw a parachute let go with
maw tn cage x The balloon was rising steadily § looked Like
tipping over whew from the envelope a second parachute Let go
x Two big umbrella shaped affairs in wmid-atr, § suspended
below two black objects which we knew were men x As the
parachutes Left balloon black objects were thrown out x
Thought at first must be someone; but no doubt it was they

were baas containing wmaps tnformation ete; which the meen
6/2/1916 Rather a quiet day x we fired about 100 rounds in afternoon

x Letter from Uncle Geo § Beous x Beous says golng home
Rotorua via Panama canal; leaving 30th May x Wrote
Mother § Kit, getting them posted tn England x

6/3/1916 qod Save the King! x @uiet day x 13th fired 12 rounds gun
fire afternoon; replied to Later by enemy x Parcel of jamas §
cake of soap from Mother; expecting active services card x



6/4/1916 (Sunday) Heard of British naval [reversel off Denmark x
Bad day for aerial observation x very heavy bombardment
down south of our position x Wrote EB x Light rain showers
evening x

6/5/1916 Later news naval battle shows [selwayl got bad doing also x
In afternoon Battery concentrated in enemy ammunition
dwmp; Germans retaliated by bombing Houplines — very hot
while it lasted x Changed shift to Rx x Cold § showery x Too
much wind for aeroplanes x

6/6/1916 ¢old § showery until evening, when several of our planes
came out x NZ. artillery did considerable shelling of
enemy'’s position x Germans very quiet; sent along only a
few rounds x Paper from Uncle Geo; wrote to him x Towards
mionight terrific firlng on our right; Lasted constiderable time
x Australians, 1 believe, attacked enemy x

6/7/1916 hink brigade shelled Germans x Quietest day we have had
from Fritz; fired only about /= doz shells x weather fine x
Heard of death of Lord Kitchener x Papers from Nell; Rachel §
kit x



6/8/1916 glout gmm Huns bowmbarded row of houses in front of tremch
warfare school x Made a big wmess of them x The last shell of
the series caused all the casualtiesabout 20 - five killed,
tncluding two Maori; a French soloier home on Leave from
Verduw, civilians moving out with bedding, hat boxes ete;
mostly women folk x Wrote to Thorntons! Box sent by Kit
(1& Feby) arvived x had a good gorge in the gun pit x Bow x
The juice of bottle raspberry jam had slowly come out and was
evaporated by the paper wrapped tn x Swelt ‘just Like
raspberry” § tasted good x Many thanks x Milk, sauce,
ratsins, abmonds, chocolate (Kot o Matia) ginger x Good O!

6/9/1916 Hot bath Armentieres; cold showery § Llittle hail x very quiet
all day particularly so on part of enemy x 13th had a start in
evening x Elght of our aeroplanes up in evening; guns very
active; saio our airmen were bombing trenches they were very
venturesome, shells bursting all arownd them x

6/10/1916 Awnother rather quiet day x During last night very heavy
firing on our left (South Africans) x Letters from Mother x
(April 3) BillY Stmpson, Cousin Blanche, § Miss trwin x
Heard of capture at Verdun of 42, 000 Germans x Russians
also taken 50,000 x Good! [---1 it in x

6/11/1916 (Suwdag) cold § showery x very quiet dag X Wrote Miss
lrwin § Lou Plrani x Wrote Mother x



6/12/1916 Weather ditto x uiet on our front, particularly Fritz x on
our left (S.A) intense bombardment developed during day, §
still golng on at night x All civilians in accordance with
orders, are leaving this part; expect something doin’ shortly x
Paper from Uncle Geo x Howitzers rather busy x

6/13/1916 \weather ditto x Huns very quiet; fired hardly a shot x
Bowmbardment on right (Epres) Lasted all thro’ night until
morning x Pay day, Yyesterday did not draw; now owe me £5-
1-6 X Papers from Kit § Harry Finney x Getting in big
quantity ammunition tn preparation for a stunt x

6/14/1916 \weather ditto x No aeroplanes up for several days x Enemy
very quiet x wWe did some firing tn afternoon x Most of people
hereabouts have left § Estaminet closed x

6/15/1916 \wenther ditto x Guns more active on each side x Daylight
saving introduced; | lost an hour’s sleep over it, getting only
2 hours in here between 10 § 2 instead of four x Speaking to [-
————————— 1 in canteen; reckon artillery shooting of ours very
good x Papers (“Dom” § “Press”) from Kit



6/16/1916

6/17/1916

Sun came out first time several days x Aeroplanes §
sausnges reappeared x in evenling our brigade § several other
batteries bonmbarded Germans x Must have been over €0 guns
in action x Object was to allow our infantry to ratd German
tremches x Bombardment Lasted 47 minutes, commencing
with section fire 15 secs for 20 mins, night lines, 70 R; cor
158, 2750; 13T's § 2F hE; sweep 307, search 25 X Rear
section fire 10 secs for 17# mins, stunt no 1; 30 25 L, 15%,
2575; 51TS; sectlon fire 20 sees for 5 wmins - right lines, 70
R, 158 2750, sSWeep S, search 25 2Ts, &6 LE; gun fire 5
secs for L min; night lines; 70 R, 158, 2750, 4TS, 9 L,
sweep 307, search 25 x n all 142 rounds x Commence 11,15
P finished 1,10am x Terrible din; night Lit up with flashes;
rockets golng off; machine gun § rifle fire x Object of “stunt”
was to enable infantry to rald trenches tn search of
tnformation x Offictal hdgu message stated “Ratd
successful; & Germans kRilled; no prisoners; our casualties &
wounded x Captured quantity equipment § material x “The
infantry had only 17 mins. to do their job, during which we

bombarded curtain of fire behind enemy trenches to prevent
Sunny day x Bnemy threw a few shells over, one landing tn

the yard of our old billet x Kinocked the fence to blazes
through the kitchen; § generally messed things up x “Tired
Tim” also got tn to a &0 -pd battery x Was going to town §
heard one coming close § ducked in a ditch; full of nettles!
Pleces of shell fell near x Posted letter Mother § p.c to Harry
Flnney x



6/18/1916 (sunday) Anniversary Battle waterloo fought not so many
hundreds of miles form here x Rather quiet day; a little
mutual shelling x Wrote to Cousin Annie x Weather turneo
dull § cold agatn x

6/19/1916 very) quiet dayy x Went over to O PP x Dull dny x Buring
night another hot “strafe” from our artillery lasting quarter
of an hour x Letter from Aunt Amy, also two shirts x Wrote
Aunt Ay x

6/20/1916 (up chimuney) all right over heve x Not able to see much;
misty; a village ow left is a heap of ruins - absolutely x Big
area flat Land tn front n front; clumps of trees; further on
Church spire § chimneys; probably Lille x See over own
trenches just below x Read in yesterday’s daily Mail that
Nev Joyce has died of wounds x Greatly [shocked] x Met Ned
Chapman coming from Tremehes x showery x



6/21/1916

6/22/1916

Enemy very quiet; our artillery fairly active x went to
trenches morning § spent about 3 hrs there x Miles § wiles §
just a wmaze of trenches, with dug-outs [eut] tn at sides x Just
roov for one to walk abreast; wooden flooring x Mew sleeping
everywhere x Gloucester Avenue; Petrograd Av, “The [Ponuts]
Retreat”, “Whiz-bang corner” x Looked thro’ periscope x Aklind
infantry just taken over x Thro” what was once an orchard;
some of branches Literally bare; others barked § scarrved x Also
saw big trees cut clean in two by shells x An officer told me
that Cousin Nev. was wounded in his dug-out by whiz-bang
x Went thro” Houplines x Some parts a veritable shamble
result shell fire x Nearly every building shutters up; grass
growing in side streets; like city of dead but for soldiers x
Here & there a shop or two § perhaps private dwelling as people
still Living there x Several churches totally destroyed x One
church been very handsome one, just front wall § part was of
other stands; top clean gone x Two rows of stately pillars are
length chureh x Tower gone; bell Lying at entrance where
fallen x ow front wall bronze figure of Jesus with not a mark

on x Huae shell hole within uard, & rest of wall pitted §
Not much dotng x A few shells fell near our billet; one went

in our former billet (the estaminet) x tnguired from 2nd
Brigade men re Neville, § founol out for certain that he had
beew killed x Three chaps were passing thro O Pip, § t asked
them if they knew Nev x “t am in his Coy” said one of them §
this is his hat”, showing wme one he was carrying x He was
taking it to Lt [Manson], Nev's chum x Poor old Nev; | can't
believe he has gone x Wrote to Kit x Beautiful day



6/23/1916 guother beautiful wmorning; had cold bath x while up
chimney this morning saw effect enemy) bombardment x
Trying to knock over church steeple just below me x Several
fell short § long but thelr range to [ninetyl § the poor ol
steeple had bad time; as chunk after chunk was torn away by
havee x After every shell could hear bits of brick ete dropping
all avound; whistling thro’ trees, hitting chimney, or tiles of
roofs x At least one shell hit steeple § set the clock chine
going x one-two-three- up to 24 if struck tn such sweet soft
tones; one stroke for every hour of the day x tt was on its own
death knell; for a secondl Later a shell took steeple clean off
from the tower § it just slid off § crashed down x How
strange it seemed to hear the peal amid such surroundings -
so peaceful was the sound x Whizbangs § heavier guns were
used x Lot of shells fell near our billet one fair thro’ our old
estaminet x Al our lines were cut, § we were out of
communication from 10.30 until about F# pwm x n afternoon
went to Gloster avenue where 2nd Brigade in subsidiary
trenches to enquire about cousin Nev x He was sleepling tn his

dua-out whewn he was hit in the brain, § wever became
6/24/1916 A year sinee | went tnto camp x Falr amount of firing x one

of our planes brought down a German one in the Australian
lines x Ratn during night § morniing x Letters from Mother
(2) April 11;17,23) Aunt Kate (2) Rachel; Kit; Kol § Matia,
Thorntons, Mrs White, €, Baker x Wrote Mother (before receipt
of Letters) x A spent bullet from air craft gun missed wme by
nches this afternoon; plcked it up as a souvenlr x Bit of a
strafe both sides during night x



6/25/1916

6/26/1916

6/27/1916

6/28/1916

(sunday) ~ Nothing much doing until night whew we
strafed the enemy’s trenches x Aeroplanes (ours) active
towards evening x Number pellets landed near us x Saw our
aeroplanes dropplng smoke bombs x

showery x Weekly Bispatch Unele Geo x Left O Pip, § went to
Lx x Fairly big strafe by us in night. slept thro’ it all x n
evening our aeroplanes got over three of Huns balloons; § set
thewm on fire by dropping bombs x Great cheering from
trenches x So far as we could see, Germans had wo time to get
down in parachutes x Our planes took aovantage of clouds §
suddenly swooped down on thelr prey x

Olga pesmons 79 Rue d’Erquinghem Armentitres Nord
This young lady served me with a handkerchief for Pickles &
a cushion cover for Aunt Chally x very bright girl x weather
showery x @uiet day x Heavy firing on right (Australian)
aAuring night x

showery x uiet day; heavy bombardment ow left flank
during night x tn orders Killed at least 29 Germans § took
prisoners x Our casualties 1 killed & wounded; wman who was
killed was carrying back German bomb; which exploded, also
wounding three x Artillery fire, sald to be very good, no doubt
also a/c for Huns x Good deal of talke ve our advance shortly x
Posted cushion cover § Letter to Aunt Chally; handkerchief §
Letter to Pickles; p,eards to Kit, Thorntons § Miss White



6/29/1916 Fime; but cloudy § on cold side x Went to Pont de Nieppe
cevnetery where t was told cousin Nev. was buried x
Misinformed, § he probably lies at Loos € or 10 wiles away x
Large nunmber Fremeh, English § N, Zealand graves - all tn
long rows x Most graves covered in growiing flowers; but at
present the N, Z, ones are only new § no flowers yet set x
Each grave plain wooden cross; with small wetal plate giving
name § particulars x sad sight to see all the newly — made
graves x Met Macintyre x Bought roll bread g butter had it
with cup tea (10) at tea rooms x Blg strafe on left during last
night x Letters from Mother (Aril 30, March 7) Aunty, Kit,
Pickles Effie (2) Howle, € B, Uncle Geo x Read them at 2 am
while on duty x



6/30/1916 Fine but still chilly § cloudy x 13th div Little shooting
during afternoon x In evening own aeroplanes very active, 24
belng up; about 17 went right over German lines towards
Lille; several makes of planes, including battle planes x Two
or three Germans came over later, but kept well over thelr own
lines x Just heard Lot of cheering; don't know cause (2,30pm)
x Paper from Uncle Geo x About 9 pm we commenced a big
strafe - the biggest one so far x Dozens of guns firtng x Soon
after starting enemy threw shells in vielnity of RTx and
gunners told to take cover x No 1 crew cleared out § were not
seen agnin till all was over x Bveryjone had to come
downstalrs tn our billet, § phone shifted to cellar x Lasted
wntil about 11 x Magnificent spectacle seeing flash shells as
exploding; whole time trenches could be seen, thick smoke
rolling; [heavilyl along x At 1 am, gunners again stood to, §
another bombardment commenced x Very Little sleep for
anyone x Tremendous roar, star shells ete x

741916 Glorious sunny morning; the first for many days x Cloudy
in afternoon x Enemy sent a few shells into Armentieres, §
lilled a couple of Little girls x Rather quiet day x n evening
about tew of our aeroplanes very active over enemy'’s line x
Message from General headquarters that the Fourth Army §
the Fremeh have reached the first part of thelr objective; must
be a wmove on x



7/2/1916

7/3/1916

(Suwwlag) another flne olag; had cold bath tn morning x
Wrote Mother § Uncle Geo x Letters from Aubrey § Uncle Geo
X Towwn L evening; saw Ken Saxon x Heavy strafe by
Australians last night x Aeroplanes again very active over
enemy lines x One of ours returned flying very Low over our
billets § was wobbling a little x Came down under control
soon afterwards x Said to be a strafe tonight x Very quiet
day x Heard Later that the atrman had been hit by high
explosives § had arm wearly taken off; also face pricked about
x Hao arm amputated Later on x

Fine day x n forenoon the enemy, no doubt tn retaliation for
our strafing on the previous evening, heavily § viclously
bowmbarded our position x Right x Hao many shells directly
in front but short x New “B” Gquaw position also very warm
thime, betng simothered with bits of debris; no direct hits x
ratlway line torn up § buildings demolished x While out in a
paddock on my own laying a wire at about 1,45 Fritz
suddenly opened heavy bombardment x Whistling all
overhead x Some incendiary shells sent over ana one hit
building, which immediately covered with flames; Houplines
§ Armentieres the bowmbardment was directed x The firtng
was on Australian sector, § soon the guns on both sides were
making the night hideous x Flres were seen in Armentieres, §
the whole place was enveloped in smoke from guns x Flashes,
explosions, crashes x one shell came along with a deep sort of
groaw, as Uf tt needeo some oil x Lasted till about mid-night x
Blggest yet experienced x An awful grandeur about the whole
thing x shifted from L x § put on lines for a few days x
wWrote U, G, Letter from Uncle Geo x



7/4/1916 wet day; very little firtng by enemy at present intervals
throughout day we put [salvos] into enemy batteries x Papers
from Mother (2 lots) Kit (2) § Howie x Good news Artemis
from British § French offensivel x

71511916 Fine but dull x Very quiet on our section x Had spring onlons
§ lettuce for supper x S. Africans bombardment during night
x 13 flreo few rounds during day x

7/6/1916 \wpte Uncle Geo x During morning Fritz got onto LK §
Howitzer; put one howitzer temporarily out of action x One
shell landed within a couple yards C gun § filled tn dug-out
x Shells also fell few yards in front; § all round x Cemetery
big mess x Tombstones ruined, vaults opened up § coffins
showing x One landed just in a diteh alongside hedge § cut
the latter lean off tn straight line for some 10 yards x Paths
Littered with bits of trees clods of earth, pieces of masonry,
bits of wreathes ete x tn front of Howitzer line of shells fell
about 20 Yos short in divect line x Barbed wire
entanglements cut pieces x In afternoon General Johnson hao
a Look round x showery in evening x



71711916 Showery morning x Went up to trenches to mend wire; which
2 working party had cut x Rained wmost of time x Made
myself a streteher x Saw aeroplanes over in evening x Rather
quiet day x Good news continues from Western § eastern
fronts x Last night C gun wmoved to new pit alongsioe billet x
Beautiful sunset x

7/8/1916 Fine day with spells of sun x Went to town morning x
Commandeered green peas § new spuds for feed tomorrow x
Big wire - cutting stunt this evening x Aeroplanes active x
The ammunition tn pit at L x was damaged; some of the
casts forced over shell § otherwise damaged by force of
concussion x



7/9/1916 (Sunolay) C,reatjmd tn camp today: bonsor parcel from
Cousin Annie, cake brandy bath chocolate; if | don't get a
“tummy ache’ will not be my fault x Lovely day x German
atrmen Very active; several came right across our Lines; Look
very graceful white against deep blue sky x Fair amount of
shelling mostly by Fritz x went to wagow Lines to fix up
some wire x Had new spuds § green peas for dinner x What
O! also had cold bath x Heard particulars from an
infantryman ve the deserter from Hawkes Bay section of
wellington nftry x ReMart Nimot by name, had been
malingering for some thme x On day he crossed to German
lines he made excuse to go along a sap to a listenlng post and
then scaled to enemy trenches x Left his coat anod equipment
behind x The joke of the incldent s that he got 2 days CB
from Germans for not bringing his rifle also the Germans
put up a placard asking that his equipment be sent over x
Wrote Mother and Annie x



7/10/1916

7/11/1916

wWe gave ‘em a few 100 rounds last night x The Maoris were
expected to make a stand; but 'me told it did wot come off x
This morning, among other targets, the Huns shelled the
church at La Bizet, on our Left x Owne shell carried away the
alrendy) damaged roof; another one of the two remaining
minarets x qreat clouds of brick dust x Tis said the chureh
used by the R.E, as their general headquarters x Good cellar
underneath x Beautiful day x Crossed over to L x for Buty - €
~ 10 shift x Good deal of mutual firing during day x
“Dispatch’ from Uncle Geo x

Big strafe during night x Maoris satd to have made ratd §
found Huns waiting for them in No Mawn’s Land x No
particulars x Heard the Huns vatded N. Zealanders other
evening § that when we were hard pressea Nelson Coy came to
assistance, § saved situation x n today’s paper stated the
Anzac vatd Rilled 20 Germans x Puring afternoon B Guwn set
alight to building tn [Nelinghaml x Dull day; nwo good for
aero reconnaissance x Hearo on Tuesday that F, Marshall §
Shelly (gth Rfts) been killed x



712/1916 Avtillery activity last night x Today Germans shelled
Avrmentieres x We also shelled Venetes § also a 5,9 battery x
watched from billet x howitzer shells droppling on trenches -
great explosion of earth § smoke x Dull day; showers at night
x Looked over old gun positions, near RTx, buildings in
ruins x Shell holes about 40t circumference, 10 ft dwmtr §
41t & in deep x Dozens of ‘em x When enemy reckon they
have a target they pour shells into it “thick § heavy” x Spring
onions § lettuce (collavol) for tea x

7/13/1916 Skey overcast; Light showers x Heavy strafing of Fritz during
last night x We are supposed to have sent over gas § sent ‘em
along a few rounds in addition x very little shelling during
day Letters! Hurrah x Mother (May 14,19, Rachel (2) Mrs
Angus, Harry Fliwney, “Ko Girls"Lou Plrani, Daisy, € x [--
1 also writing pad from Mother x



7141916 Heavy firing from 3vd Bgde, 10,15 to midnight x Huns
retaliated § dropped shells not far off us x The 4th Howitzer
took sowe of thelr guns tnto the open § fired x A German
shrapnel burst near § killed Capt Turner § another; also some
woundeo x Had seen the Capt just a few hours before x An
A.S.C. wman who had come to “have a look” got arm ripped
with shroapnel x Rain in night; afternoon fitful sunshine x
No 3 gun went out of action last Light; broken springs x Pug
out about 20 yds behind B pit a German 5,9 shell sent over
the other morning x Quite a big one; shrapnel § had struck
earth base first tn ground about 1 ¥z ft x Will try § get it
sent howme! To Nelson Museuwm; as t understand this can be
done x Dull day but fine x Letters from Uncle Geo § Annie;
also photo of Annie’s family - a bonny looking one x Sent a
P.C. to Harry Finney; Lou Pirani, Mrs Angus, Thorntons
Daisy letter to BB. § a.s.0. to Uncle Geo § Annle Lou Pirant
Also papers from Harry Flnney, Mother § Kit x



7/15/1916

7/16/1916

“‘Stunt’ while ranging; No 4 stand by x (3100 165,550
original line) x 3° 36 MRT cor 164, 30'MRL Le, drop 50; 5L
repeat; add '25 vepeat; 5 add 10; (data); add 500 20-L, 166,
A45'L add 100, 10MRL, repeat; range 3900 repeat; 1° L repeat
16, 1 round Le repeat; 10° MRT, add 100 repeat; (data)
166,501, M4000 ---) 166); 16MRT add 100; repeat; cor 166,
repeat; 5" find LE vepeat; add 100, vepeat; 10°L, repeat drop 25;
repeat; cor 166, vepeat (wisfire); vepeat; fimd Le repeat x data
166.55L; 4175, 166 X Fine day; went into Armentieres in
afternoon x Heard the Canterbury § otago boys got smacked
up the other night x Expect only a rumour, as we are
constantly hearing such yarns which are nearly always
disproved x Following wmessage posted up tn mess room; “the
C Ra wishes to thank all ranks for their excellent work
during the last fortnight” x Following message also been
received from O/C 3rdl NZ RB: Ln reference to rald Last night:
“Ratd successful; wive well cut; carringe drives thro’ x
Trenches obliterated; no dug-out Left; only bits of Huns
found x Bid Your work thoroughly x tew casualties; one

kitled, 2 wounded all other ranks x Congratulations on
(Sunday) Heavy strafing last night by us § also o left x

No retaliation on our position x No enemy shells sent over
during day; but our trenches were shelled, § we retaliated tn a
few rounds x Nos 1 § 3 guns x Wire-cutting x No 2 still out
of actlon § No 4 golng to ordinance tonight x Showery
during day x Had cold bath x Good news from the Somme;
big capture enemy guns § prisoners x



71711916 Short fierce strafe by the S, A, Artillery on our left at about
10 pw last night x dull night, § flashes very vivid at threw
lurid glare on sky x B gun out of action x dull day; not
much flrking ow elther sioe x Went to O Pip; saw Jock Hunter
on way § had Yarn X Wrote Mother x “Dispatch” LUncle Geo x

7/18/1916 Comparatively quiet day x From chimney watched a German
move along behind thelr trenches until he disappeared behind
some trees x Old nfty Hagu shelled x dull day, but beautiful
evenlng, whew our aeroplanes became very active, two of them
remaining over enemy Lines for some time tn spite of a
hurricane of shells x Our alrman always go up at the first
approach of suitable atmospheric conditions, selolom see a
Hun plane x A few shells fell alongside © Pip x Saw Jim
[Buick] x Have heard from different sources the Otago boys
got nasty smack - up other night x Chippies spuds § bacon
for tea x Mosquitoes are the very devil x Wrote Kit § Billy
Stmpson x



7/19/1916

7/20/1916

Dull but fine day x Clear evening, & our aeroplanes came out
in force; great Lot of shooting at thew without apparent effect
X At night there was a three hours ‘strafe’ of a [portion] of
enemy trenches in Australian sector x N.Z, artillery
combined x Observed effort from O Pip; just one long bank of
smoke § flashes § dirt x Huns retaliated, § sent some
shrapnel about O Pip § also over old Lx ‘possy’ n cemetery x
Two of our guns “C § B’ fired from open positions x

Up chimney 4 am x Heavy wmist Lay over section; Looked just
as if one was Looking dowwn from at an ocean of clouds, tops
of trees showed through here & there, like rugged bits of rock x
Fog lifted later in day; dull until evening, whew had an hour
or two beautiful sunshine x our aeroplanes very active x (
Note: | have noticed that our airmen take every opportunity of
a favourable atmosphere to observe; didn't see any Germans
busy) x Sky thick with bursting shells from antl atreraft,
During afternoon a big shell hit an old out building about 7o
yards from O Pip; another a minute Later took half a house
clean away); 100 yards from O Plp x Quiet day ow our front x
“Tummy” out of order x Fine day



7/21/1916 Fine day x How, ). [Carroll] § Andrew Fisher passed here
during afternoon to § from the trenches x Bld not see them x
Bnemy shelled “dunmp” on outskirts of Houplines to left of O,
P, § later sent tn heavies one to statlon of 210 Batty x Not a
blade of grass now to be seen within a radius of 200 yds of
gun pits; nothing but up-turned [divt]; no damage done to
guns § wmen | understand x Pits somewhat kinocked about x
Blg § swmall pieces from each - R.e, shells were thrown all
avound us ~ a distance of quite 400 or 500 yards x Only few
shots fired by us x Pay day: drew 60 francs (£2 - 3) x
Poppies about finished: plenty of daisies § cornflowers
(pretty little white flowers) x Big patch of latter to be seew tn
No Mawn's Land x



7/22/1916 Mensured shell ~ hole made other day near © Pip x Measured
(roughly) eo feet tn clreumdference 12 ft in diameter § 10 to
12 ft deep x A big willow tree, around which ( was unable to
get both may arms, hao been Lifted bodily § the roots deposited
20 ft away, and the trunk was badly shattered x About an €
inch shell was responstble for damage x Went to trenches in
afternoon x Letter from Bceus posted at Capetown Flne day;
feeling all right x Fine x Made enquiries from chaps Canty
Battw ve Jock Allen § Deans; both well; former at instruction
school x Saw several Huns moving about from chimney x
Had hot bath; Good O! Heavy bombardment at night to the
South x



71231916 (sunday) - Very solid morning for us at O.P, About € Fritz
commenced to send along 5,9’, § for 2 hrs shelled the
vielnity, wmost of them falling in the paddock, but some on
the other side river x One struck fairly in the river; § sent up
water to grent height - splendid sight x Bvidently shelling
the old gun pits x We evacuated (temporarily) § took up
strategic position in long brick building wear pontoon bridge,
where we watched the shelling with interest x Great shower of
shell splinters after each shot x Got several souvenirs, many
of them quite hot x Found a bit of driving banad inside our
doorway x Our windows were broRen x Some 2 or 3 100 pols
worth shells expended for nothing; only telephone wires cut x
Geo qarlick rang me up from ‘A’ gun pit, § t went along and
met him § had a yarn x Fine day x Wrote Mother



7/24/1916 Fine day x Huw very active all day with his artillery,
putting shots in all directions, including several
minenwerfers into Hobbs Farm x Shovt § fierce bombardment
of [--1 trenches on our left x Had a yarn to Harry Riley; also
heard Brodie was tn 4th Otagos § sewt him a note x Heard
that we were moving out in a few days on another front x
Letter from Bobee Cooke § paper Uncle Geo x Left O.P, § went
on duty at Central x Wrote Mother x Following is tyypical
report of observers at O,P (23 July): “at 4.30 am two German
soldliers were busy putting wire behind their second Line in
Line with Hobbs Farm 10 ~ am; Bnemy put four F.Fem shells
bnto Hobbs Farm x At 10,15 am observed six men tn Sunken
House, appeared to be carrying sand bags § at12 (noow)
observed wotor car going along road by Sunken Farm x -
From 1,40 to 2,10 pm enemy shelled Houplines with nine 5,9/
shells - #.16 pm; observed three men running along road in
rear of Sunken Farm x - 7.40: Balloon went up in rear of
church at uesnoy (last 2 [pars] my own) x

71251916 Quilet day) x 13th did not fire shot, Heard that one
ammunition dump of ours has been blown up with big
quantities ammunition x Sent Unele Geo a parcel of
souvenirs § letter x Fine day x

7/26/1916 Fine day; letter from Annle; cake to follow x Bit of strafing
on both sides x Went to Armentieres x Passing across field
other day wnotlced beautifully marked horse-stinger; black,
body; with a band of brilliant sky blue just above tail, §
similarly marked under head x



712711916 About the quietest day so farv; 13th fired only one shot; very
few from Fritz x infantry (NZ) . Satd to moving out of
trenches tonight; Tomwmies taking over x NZ wmatl tn; expect
Letters tomorrow x Flne day; cloudy x Wrote Rachel; also B
Cooke (Hobart) x

7/28/1916 Apnpther quiet day x Aeroplanes active in evening; saw two
lots of five § seven having a great thme with the German
gunners x Went to gas instruction tn afternoon § walkeol
thro trench with gas x [Echlo] Professional where we went to x
Met wardrop; borrowed a clgarette; Letters from Mother (May
28, June 4) Kit (2) Twinnies (one each) Pickles (2); Aunt
Kate, Aunt Amy. Hul § Harrison; O'Toole, § Ef,LLg Stmpson.
Nice summer’s day x



7/29/1916

7/30/1916

cake from Annlte; box from Kit (March 26) § paper from
Aunt Amy x Good Ot Awnother rather quicet day x Sent Gert a
cushion cover and a letter X A,S,C. to Kit, Twins, Pickles,
Annie, Aunt Amy, Hul, Billy Simpson x Met Jock Hunter §
Hargreaves tn town x also Harry Williams x Big guns had a
bit of a strafe during night x Nice summers day x Machine
guns active night x in afternoon one of our atrman flew very
low over enemy trenches several times § drew hurricane of
machine gun fire x Just as | stepped out of door of messroom
today German aireraft gun bullet took off part of a tile on
shed g fell a foot or two away; another second would have been
tn Line with it x Picked up bullet x Second narrow squeak
from shrapnel x Wrote Gert § sewt her a cushion cover. Also
Letter to Harry Flnney x Retired to Cellar for short perod x

(sunday) - Glorious sumwmer's day; the first real one so far
X n morning sat in cemetery § enjoyjed the sun x Quiet day;
but artillery active between 9 -10 night, the Hun
commencing retaliation x Two or three enemy aeroplanes
came over our lines x Wrote to Harry Finney § Putty x wrote
mother. Papers from Mother § Kit (4 lots) x Had hot bath x
Also good feed at tea with Kit's box of goodies as the central

flgure x



713111916 Awnother glorious day. Very little firing x Great news from
Russia; Lemberg fallen x 75,000 prisoners x Romania alse
Jjolning allies x At this rate we'll be howe for Christwmas, Off
central on to Lines x (Later: a “fake”)

8/1/1916 N doubt about the good otol sumumer thime having arrived x
Another quiet day x Filled a few sandbags § fooled about the
cellar making it shell proof x

8/2/1916 Sumimer still “on” x Long day; very quiet x Aeroplanes (ours
active tn evening x Two or three seraps x Heard Hollyman
(P.O. Nelson) was killed other evening when [Engineers]
billets were shelled x Wrote Annie § Uncle Geo x

8/3/1916 Still fine x Huns commenced shelling tn front of “B” gun pit
§ Rept golng until about 4pm x Got devil scare, was cutting
some Lettuce § spring onlons whew heard shell coming
straight for e x No shelter § t felt bally helpless x Burst 200
or 300 Yds in front, but shook me up x Transferred to C side
Rocket guard at night x Wrote EB x

8/4/1916 Two years since we declared war; Fred’s birthday; wrote to
him x Change in weather coming x Very quiet day x tw gun
pit wmost of day x wrote Fred x



8/5/1916

8/6/1916

very quiet day; “C” group fired 2 shots x Had great feed for
dlnner; Pork chops, new spuds § French beans; roundeo off
with Kits chutney and one of “Kirks” plum puddings x it was
bon x Wrote Kit x fine day x General Johnston visited pit x x
Had a yarn with Jack Bmerson x Pay day; did ot draw x £6-
-6 due to me x Lazy day x Fine x

(sSunday) - Fine day x Very quiet until evening whew some
sharp firing took place x n evening we observed seven or elght
of our aeroplanes cruising about, when they wade for the
Germaw lines § dropped some Rind of bomb, apparently
divectly over the positions where the “sausages’ go up x
Rewmarkable § pretty effect; a big patch of white smoke; then
broke out tnto Lot of spiral columns § floated downwards - the
effect was at first stmilar to a cave full of stalactites x The
colummns later took a zig zag course until ground was
reached x Thro’ the smoke we could see the bright flash of the
descending bomb x The smoke hung in this formation for a
long time; gradually changed to a dark purple, until faded
away tnto a misty white, Aeroplanes high up § sight of
bursting bombs one of prettiest ever seem x Fifth November
fireworks “not tn it” x Our bill—rs [atrfld] came tn for great
deal of firtng x During afternoon our planes forced the Hun
balloons to descend; § a little while after two Huns made a
trip to behino our line § wmade two of ours do Likewise x The
Huns stood a big amount firling in their journey x But our
balloons soon went up anain, whereas the Huwn did not aaain



8/7/1916 Still fine x Own aevoplane guard x At night while on vocket
guard picked up enemy guns by flashes x Noted position for
future shoot x Counted 12’ planes manoeuvring over Hun
lines tn the evening x 3 today! x

8/8/1916 Aymentieres in morning; bought two handkerchiefs for
Mother’s birthday x warm day x very little firlng x Two
Hun planes come over our Lines Letter from B Cooke x Paper
uncte Geo x Piekles [---1 f.s.c to [Eeeus]

8/9/1916 quilet day); Little strafing in the evening; C gun fired 9
rounds x Fine x Aerial activity x Lazy day x wrote B.C x
Genl Johnston § C.A,O Visited pit x

8/10/1916 dull morning with few warm showers; fine remainder day x
Registered two targets x Making shells in front gun pits x
went to Armentieres evening to buy some red paint to paint
sereen x Fired 12 rounds Huns very gquiet x we fired some
big stuff over x



8/11/1916 On aeroplane guard x Fine day; full moon x Received word to
move off tn a day or two x Do not know where to x Al sorts
rumounrs — Somwne; to the rear for field training, ete x Until
we move out we are going to take things easy x Star shells at
night very pretty x Shoot up silently and softly; red glow at
first; thew breaks into a quivering, palpitating blaze of
silvery light, increasing tn strength as nears ground x See
thew going up for miles from our observation post - the top
story tn our billet x Machine guns vat tat tat; First one; §
will be answered by another x Some have hard dry cough sort
of tone - others free § easy § pliable x We sent over some big
stuff at night the shells going thru the atr reverberated Like
lowd thunder, tncreasing in noise one second thew receding §
again crashing out in an angry roar x We will for some
things be sorry to leave here; as we have made ourselves very
cozy); but we cannot expect to have such an easy time all the
while x Wrote mother § sent two silk handkerchiefs for
birthday x



8/12/1916 __egtters from Mother (June 12-18) Kit, Twinnies, Pickles,
Howie § the girls, cousin Blanche § € B x Definite now that
we glve over to the Sist Division by 1€ § go to Blaringhew for
some days § thew entrain at Steenbecque () for a
destination at present unknown to us (probably the Somme)
x Had a stunt tonight; ‘¢ gun fired 26 rounds x Put names
of WILL; Twinnlies § Pickles on different shells we fired x The
ratol made by the infantry was successful; captured 2
prisoners § a machine gun x Twenty-four of our own men
took part § only one slightly wounded x out after
information § found out that the line was being held by12th
Division (Reserves) x The prisoners were mewn of 45 Years or
so x Flne morning before we commenced Huns shelled our
trenches as if aware of our tntention x Got tnto bed 2am x

8/13/1916 (sunday)) Nothin’ doin’ x Flne x went in to city for an hour
or so X Joe took photograph of three of us x Only Little firlng x



8/14/1916 the new artillery general who is taking over from us visited
pits; also major who is taking over our battery x The S1st
Division is in Armentieres § are from the Somme x Change
n weather to heavy showers x Sent notes to Uncle § Aunty,
cousin Annie § B8, Fired only two shots x A screen we fixed
up to cover front of pit was blown to billy-oh when firing
today x Our “heavies” retaliated this evening on Huns who
were shelling Armentieres x

8/15/1916 A few showers x @uiet day; fired 11 rounds x n evening
Huns heavily shelled Armentieres; § our big guns retalinted
x A couple of the battery taking over from us came out to our
pit § much delighted at our comfort x Geo Garlic rang me up
from “A” pit § L went across § had a yarn § took him § his
friend thro’ the cemetery x The Col (Standish) was overheard
b our pit to remark that over 2000 5.9 shells have been
Landed tn our vieinity since we came here x Heavd earlier
there were a nuumber of casualties tn Armentieres this evening
x We are moving off from wagow Lines on 18th

8/16/1916 [/¢ also guard x Met some of 57 Division (Scotties) Fine
strong wmew; darned hard to understand thetr Lingo x quided
Lt Thompson (relieving batty) to § from O Pip x Right x
relieved during night § Left x. tomorrow x Several Argylls
were Rilled tn Armentieres last evening x very little firing x
Met Jock Hunter x Letter from Uncle George x



8/17/1916 Showery x Guided officer to O Pip x Saw some of the Gordon
Highlanders golng to trenches x qrand specimens, bronze,
big limbed § lookea full of fight x Speaking to some of the
Argylls x ALl up from the Somume x n 31st Division nearly
every Scottish Regt represented x Thelr losses have been on
heavy side x The 13th Batty have fired about 10,000 shells
since arriving x The L x evacuated about 10 pwm, the incoming
battery being highly delighted at the comfortable pits x
wagow lines at night where a “shivoo” was i progress whew
we arrived x Bagpipes ete x Strongly challenged by the
Scotties on sentinel tn contrast to N.Z, x

8/18/1916 Moved out 11.30 pwm; went same way we came x Passed thro’
Estalre x Two or three showers ; arrived Blaringhew (near old
position) about midnight x No lncioent ow trip, except a horse
getting into diteh § hauling it out x Harvest in full swing;
when we passed through 2 wos ago all crops green x Plenty of
mounted troops [-----1 1. L H ete x Hop gardens x



8/19/1916 Heavy showers during day x in decent billet on top of plateau
overlooking pretty streteh of rural scenery ~ corn tn stook x
we are about a wile or two from our former billets x Takes 1
/> hrs to water X Fine evening x Saw Jacobs, Jeffries,
Hamilton § Rout x Walked about for an hour or two x No
guns to disturb us x Ruite a treat to see descent houses again;
contrast to Armentieres where all are wrecked about x Lights
in farmhouse Looked comfy x Harness cleaning in afternoon
X

8/20/1916 (sSunday) Few showers x walk as usual x [----outs] of chaps
haol to parade at & + clean button parade x Rot as chaps been
Just finished trek; other battens had afternoon off; but we had
o’clean harness x @uite a lot of nice things satol about the
army in general § our O.C in particular walked round tn
evening x Heard chureh bells at Blaringham x (sic)

8/21/1916 Fine day); country looking lovely x Made preparations for
moving off early tomorrow morning x in evening while
strolling, saw five of our aeroplanes golng out; few mins later
saw them returning x All at once while t was looking at them
one seemed to collide with another § it toppled over § over §
went out of stght among sowme trees x Rather sickening stght,
X § quite upset wme for a thme x Five went out § four returned
X Lovely evening x



8/22/1916 (5,20 am - Arques ) Waiting to entrain x Left camp 1,20
am (Just arrived x Breakfastafter getting horses § equipment
londen x Loaded all horses tn 35 mins x Beautiful trip thro’
heart of agricultural France x Harvest in full swing; golden
corn, ete; plantations interspersed with fields; canals, trees x
Prinmitive methods of cutting corn x Scythe blade with short
hawndle used with one hand; other big hook ow stick, used to
kReep cut corn in position; thew thrown clear in neat sheafs x
(sic) saw “carting” on small section by barrow x Most of
holdings 1 should fancy, are small ones, § farmers too poor to
buy machinery x saw nunmber veapers § binders x Lot of
country rolling downs x Tuckered on ham, § arvived at Pont
Remy 2 pm having left Arques at 745 x Detrained; no
platform x Had to run equipment down improvised platform x
Hard work but finished by five x Tea § biscuits provided x
Moved off § road raw through beautiful broad valley x valley
pasture land wostly; § low Lying hills under corn x Trees on
both sides of road for several mules x We detratned of just
past Abbeville, which is at wmouth of Somme Got to camping
around Fontaine soon after six, plcketed horses & then tea x



8/23/1916 Fine day x Morning fixed up our bivvy made it more
comfortable x Put up “Rag Thme Villa” as nameplate x Went
down to lagoon § had bath x Great nuwmber of tratns pass,
about 250 a day carrying coal war stores, ete, troops x One
train load [com--1 Algerians - French colonial soldiers; wore
red fezs; wot very dark-skinned x Put on as Battery orderly x
Bought some bread x Vvillage of (sic) is a one-street
rambling old show, with a picturesque chureh; very old by
Look of it; went instde; rather pretty x The spive is rather [ -----
1 § round x Holes, over which project further up Little cowls * x
Lot of traffic in street x Letters from Mother (4 July) Kit,
Pickles, Aunty, Putty § BB x Paily Mail Uncle Geo x

8/24/1916 Henvy shower during night; fine all day x Battery
commenced tralning x Addressed by General Johnston, who
bmpressed upon us the need of dolng our best to get fit for
what was before us x wawnted us not to drink or smoke to
excess; he does both himself in moderation x Mentioned to the
Australians at Somme hao had 2000 casualties x Haol swim
in Lake; List food which Ls bought yesterday x Sent a S,C.to
Mother, Aunt Amy § Cousin Annie x Saw big French
battleplane; one immense plane, a smaller one underneath §
two reserves x



8/25/1916

8/26/1916

8/27/1916

8/28/1916

Fine § warm x Bty went on with full training x Haod bath x
Papers from Kit x Wrote to Mother § that Twinnies x Village
§ church 1374

Heavy showers during night [-----1 morning x Continued
training x Papers (3) from Effie x

(Sunday) showers last night x Back on guns x nspection of
aas hebmets nl -- -—- -1 morning; afternoon section route
march x went thro’ two villages; picturesque scenery by the
way x watered at a Lagoow reached thro’ avenue of trees x
Lilies just showing up on water x Heavy shower just before
reaching camp x Village in evening; plenty of Life x Maori
hakas ete; natives § Tommies much amused x Pay day; drew
20 frs (£1-1-&) x Now due to me

showery x Good day’s work x Morning gun drill [forge
settingl (laying ete) afternoon lecture by captain on gas
precautions x Told us about Fosgien, (sic - phosgene) which
no way of finding out if it Ls about, no smell, § its affect not
apparent for two or three days; whew those affected develop
heart trouble x glodiness, vomiting; feeling sick signs of the
gas x [---1 must do nothing to exert him x also told us about
asph gxﬁatﬁwg (2) (ste) & tear shells x Seems as if we will
always be wearing our helmets x Afternoon passing of orders
laying ete x /¢ horse plequet x Letter Aunt Amy x Supposed
to be moving off to the Somwme tomorrow night or next day x



8/29/1916 Oyplers to move out at 11,30 x Dull but no rain x Had bath x
Moved off 11,45, § for 2 Y2 hrs wer no rain; passing thro’
avenues § corn flelds x Pretty scenery x Golng up Somme
valley x At 2,30 heavy rain [portrayed] thunder §
lightenting for an hour, during which time we had halted
owing to block tn front x Maodle best baal position x AlL more or
less wet x Bought some butter on way x Passed thro’ fairly
large town of Picquigny at 5.30, § camped at small village
of [Trincourt] x Bought eggs for tea; walk thro” village x
Slept in dug out; billet no bown x Village church 1720



8/30/1916 Moved off at 11,45 x Soon commenced to ratn, § continued
almost without ceasing until we reached Bonnay at 7 pm X
First part of journey all lanod in crop; the valley narrowed into
swamps § lagoons x Hard driving ratn x Soon got wet x
Miles § wiles of roads with Leafy avenues great deal of
traffic x Red x Cars, ete x Passed tree struck by lightening
previous day storm split from top to bottom x Latter part of
Journey over hilly country; crops out everywhere § ook very
sodolen x During afternoon came within sound of guns, §
there is now § has been sinece a continuous roar x Spirits
quite high during journey, but would liked to have had Mast
Tapley with us to see how he would have been happy under
such “disadvantageous lines” x Reached billet 7 pwm; billet
duty; no tea until about 9 x We had sowme bread butter § jam
which came tn handy x Several small parcels distributed
from Auckland Patriotic Soclety; 1 drew one prsocks, tin
lollies, tin sardines § handkerchiefs x Socks just what |
needed at night x walked good part of way x will soon be in
the thick of the fight x Rumania joined allies Passed thro
Armliens x Bonwnay nawme villaoe x



8/31/1916 Beautiful sunny morming x Managed to dry wet things §
make wmatters comfortable x This worning kept on pyjamas
over wet pants § put on gift socks § cardigan jacket, § put
paper tn bottow of boots; very comfortable tn the clres x
Village small ong; dirty x Tremendous quantity of traffic;
Lorries, motors ete x Bit off, not too good x Have come across
some very filthy hovels tn village; contrast to those seen in
S. France x Heavy firtng in night x we are about 14 R from
Albert x Sowme 10 or 12 wmile from firing lines x This evening
went up with Joe to hills overlooking streteh of beautifully
undulating country; all corn in stook; (sic) villages nestling
among trees § canal winding tn § out among trees x Scores
of balloons (black blotches they Looked x Aeroplanes thick
sailing along; diving, spiralling, circling ete; anti-atr-crafc
shells everywhere, balls of smoke, air absolutely thick with
motion x Wonderful sight along road top of hill; scores of
transport wagons, Red + Motors ete x Tommnles told us that
on the Somme front has quietened doww very much Lately x
Sun set at back of us behind clump of trees, blood red - great

staht x Chureh tn village MveecLy x Moving off tontaht
9/1/1916 Fine day; drill, harness cleaning, ete x Slept Late on early

morning parade; vesult dirty boots § buttons at 9 parade x
Letters from Mother (uly 9 -16) Kit, Twinnies, Baisy, Effie,
Aubrey, § card Cora Mac x Papers from Kit, Aunt Amy §
Harry Flnney x Posted letter to Mother; cards to Mother §
Aunt Amy x



9/2/1916

9/3/1916

9/4/1916

fine day; fire discipline, harness cleaning; ete x Evening
went into Corbie; nice little town x Full of Allied troops x
Supper at shop where couple nice girls, gave them button as
souvenlr x Visited Church (662); also passed convent (1406)
x Hao vide to towwn in lorrie (sic) x gave tn one blanket x Note
to Cousin Annle

(sunday) Church Parade morning; first stnee arriving
France; helo tn cornfield x Guns booming, aeroplanes
buzzing, motor wagons going by x Hywmns “For Bver” “With
the Lord” “Lead Kindly Light” Fight the Good Fight x
Singing no good x Short sermon x “what ts Christianity?
Afternoon wrote to Thorntons x First Sunday afternoon off
since arriving in France x Heavy showers in evening Heavy
bombardment rest of forenoon (Heard Later that the Allies
attacked at daww; over 2000 prisoners x Many wounded
taken to Corbie

Heavy vain wmorning x Parcels from Mother (writing pad §
handkerchief, Kit (toothbrush, handkerchief (2) § Aubreg
handkerchief § net, § letter Uncle Geo x Saw about dozen
Hun prisoners pass thro’ village short, ragged § tired
Looking, on small siole x Went into Corbie evening § saw
casualty clearing station with wounded just arvived; muddy
boots § clothes lying own the stretehers on floor x Gave them
what clgarettes | had x



9/5/1916

9/6/1916

Rt x moved out this morning L x going tomorrow x Flne but
dull x [Put--1 to move off x walked up the hill with joe in
evening x Heard bombardment all day § still continuing
g.30 pm X Good news from Somme x Advance partying the
battery we are relleving came in today x

(on the Somume #45pm ) - Moved off from Bonnay 7 am
(reveille 5) Dull m’bstg morning, indication rain x Own road
passed German prisoners road-making x Good physique §
Lookedt well feot x Passenl thro Albert x Ow top of high tower of
church or public building there had been full Life figure of
women tn bronze x Been knockent over § the flgure (which has
hawnds clasped, over head) ts nwow leaning over from tower as if
n the attitude to dive x Town knocked about tn parts x Got to
wagow lines [Bexodel] about 11.30 § gunners went straight
to gun pits about & wmiles, walked all the way over rough
Passed Fricourt, Mametz ete road x Saw what where once
villages quite demolished; bricks now used for road making x
Trees bare of all leaves ete, just deaod looking; many cut off
short x On way up just one continual stream vehicles /-/
Sometimes three rows — ong each stde § other middle x Motor
cars, bicycles dashing in § out just shaving wheels § under
horses heads ete, Troops everywhere in camp x Low big hills
chalky formation; trenches everywhere, white ridges ete,
destroyed villages, trees stripped all foliage shattered, stunted
stumps, cut off branches x Our position tn shallow valley



9/7/1916 This s Som (me)e place x Slept last night in a narrow trench;
could not turn over; if bend knees stuck on colo dawp clay x
§ heels also x just haol to flop dowwn into it x Thought of the
lines “Bach in his narrow cell” ete x Guess Lf they were as
narrow as mine they were not too comfy x Firing going on all
day § wight; scores § scores every minute, wateh Huns
shelling wagons in Death’s valley; got some of them x
Several wagow loads of ours came thro” it § while unloading
Huns commenced harrying on us; all too long § shrapnel too
short x case of getting amuntn away before range found, §
we workeeo under suppressed excitement x The shells on stde of
hill towards Montabawn (sic) dirvected ow road; thick black
cloudl dirt go up, from which the smoke of the explosion woulsl
separate in Lighter cloud x Working tn open wost of day §
did a good deal of ducking x Bid not manage to get us x
Most of shots over x tmproved our sleeping quarters § should
be safe as long as get wo direct hit x Shells both ways going
over all day x Saw good many groups scattering for shelter x
Aeroplanes thick as flies around dead weat x Most of thme
were aazing upwards x WiLL be very tucky if we aet out of



9/8/1916 \Whem went on duty 3 am found cake x from Thornton's x
papers from Aubrey (2) § Kit x Sampled cake; right up to
standard x Harrying wost of the day x went thro’ Delville x
Delville Wood x Ber Followed course of trench x Amuntn;
rifles with bayonets (rusty) clothing, stoves, ete, scattered
every- where x Several dend soldiers also seen , One hung up
tn barbed wire; another with two rings on his blackened
fingers; gruesome sight x This part hao been No Man's Land;
not & square foot not shelled; haraly believe it possible to
cover ground so thoroughly; big holes running tnto each other
x Trees bare § shattered x Picked up haversack x Firing going
on all day wot quite so much from the Huns as Yesterday x
So far (6 pm) x Am goling to wagow Lines tonlght for four
days x ... Left gun 7, bit of firing golng on from Huns, but
we got out of Valley without betng shelled x Ride into camp
on RFA wagons x Had remains of cake; Tommlies saio had
nothing to eat since wmorning ; so t shared it with four of them
x After getting off wagow lost our way § walked all over
France Looking for our W.L, being misdirected several thmes x

At Last met some of our own wadons & oot to camp midnioht
9/9/1916 B0, fooled about x N.Z, nfty went onto trenches; thousands

on the move, ntense firlng at night § heavy during day x
Made comfy bivwy out of ammunition boxes x Sent F.S.C. to
Mother x Had first decent wash since leaving Bonnay x

9/10/1916 (Suvw(ag) work as usual x Flring contbnuing x wWrote
Mother x OrolerLg cpl

9/11/1916 Firing slowed down; but still plenty doing x Slight showers x
Few shells came near W. L, x Letter Ray (une 13) (White)
Aunt Amy x



9/12/1916 Firing died down a good deal today x Fine x Letters from
uncle Geo (5th) § Cousin Annie (1st) x Altho’ we have heard
less firing today the flashes at night show up a dozew or so
every secondl, but ave too far away for the reports to be heard x
The heavy bombardment Lately Led up to the attack § capture
of Ginehy, in which the Irish Regts were conspienous x The
scene from the camp at the wagow lines is very pretty at
night x We are ow slope of a hill overlooking other low Lying
ones x Lights are everywhere to be seen, camp fires § Lights
from bivvies; (sic) also flash of guns x Sewt Cousin Annie
F.s.C.

9/13/1916 Did not hear much firing but plenty of flashes visible x dull
§ showery x Saw Royal Fusiliers § the Kings Royal Rifles
(camped along side of us march out on way to front x Orders
for us to be ready to move off any moment[s] notice x The
figure on cathedral at Albert is of the Virgin Mary holding a
child; superstitions custom, that whew the flgure falls to the
ground the war will end x May it soon fall! Pay day; drew 20
frs (14/4)



9/14/1916 Paycel (sweets § writing pad [--1) from Kit x ALl da Y been

9/15/1916

long processional to lines, troops ete x passing to front along
all voaols x Ovders to move up wagon Lines tonight, § we left
at .45, veached new wagow Lines near Mountabane (sie) at
midnight at 3 up again (the gunners) to the guns, where we
arrived at 5,15 x Sharp bombardwment for about an hour tn
the evening x quns firlng all along the road on way up x
Slept ln open x “Plekles” scarf very handy, also balaclava x
There is to be another big push tomorrow x

Left new wagow lines at 4 § reacheo guns 5 am x Had few
minutes sleep x Big stunt commenced at 6.30 am, when
hundlreds of guns opened terrific bombardment x We
contbinued until 11.40, then we ran the gun out § are now
waiting (12.20) to ocoupy new position about 2 miles further
on where the Huns were driven out by our infantry this
morning x Our artillery fire was carried out to programme x
which no doubt shows that the advance is being pushed
forwardl as expected x Not many Huns shells fell about gun
pits, but one about 30 Yros away killed 3 horses § wounded a
man x Saw a Tommy wounded going back with a Huwn hat
on x Lot of men were patching roaos while fixing guns on tin
readiness for advance; also water main ts also being latd x
Our aeroplanes very busy, Had a bit if bread, cheese § bully
beef for breakfast x Wrote on some of the shells “are from
Billy Stmpson § family § one for Thornton Family x Good
number Huw prisoners already sent down x Satd we have
taken 3rol Line Hun trenches x N Z nfty are in the fighting
x Lot firlng still going on (Later: next day): The rest of our
lourney was the worst experience | have ever aone thro’ x All



9/16/1916 Digging in all day x shell fire from Huns very stiff x
Streteher bearers all over country looking for wounded x
Rotten night all crowded together warrow trench x n
morning just as | was going to get my breakfast had to go
on gun, § we [Se--1 up for about an hour § a half x We were
supporting our inftry in attacking Hun trenches searching
25 yds nfantry unsuccessful; but attack repeated in
evening, result not so far kinown but my breakfast (piece
fried bacow g breao alongside [--1 § rather famished nice
before x Exciting unloading ammunition in full view Hun
balloons x Covered in our trench § wade it shrapwel proof x No
wash stince 9th

9/17/1916 Little sleep x Letters from Mother (July 23 - 26) Kit, willie x
Twinnles; Pickles (2) Mrs qunin (§ photo howe) Howle, Effie
Rachel, Daisy, Aunt Kate § B8, Read them while taking
shelter in dug-out x Shells firing all round x Lovely getting
such a pile § at such a thwme x Had shave § wash x



9/18/1916 (_etters which should have reached wme a month ago from
Mother (June 23) Kit § Effie x Wet night, up several thmes
assisting rain came tn trench x Sort of “Hopeless Pawn”
morning; tea, bacon § bread for breakfast eaten standing up
x Read Bffie’s letter § she says she was sitting by Kitchen
fire cooking roast Loin ete, would 1 Like some! B What!
Streteher bearers still busy ; on the day of the advance great
sight to see our infantry moving up under shell fire at the
usual vate of walk x Our caterpillar “ships” (two or three of
them) are to be seen § are said to have been successful x Rain
continumed all day x we had to evacuate our trench § tried to
make pit watertight x The cooks galley caved in at dinner
tlme so we had bully § bread § butter x Tea ditto x at night
we tried to make ourselves comfortable amid the mud § slush
x Overcast wet thro” § most of us covered with mud x During
night we managed to boil dixie § nearly suffocated with
smoke x Whew the fire begawn to blaze we almost commenced
to sing x Tea (with whisky) was A1 x



9/19/1916 what a night! My possy (sic) was on a bit of corrugated iron
about 2 ft long, coat tn muud x Just off to sleep once or twice
whewn Fritz shelled § we went to the tremch for shelter x Cold §
wet X n morning as we were all sitting looking at one
another Parcels from Mother arrived: clgarettes § soap tn one,
cloarettes § chocolate in another; also parcel from Miss
Thornton:: chocs § clgs just the thing; smoked wmy last
yesterday x Chocs also very acceptable § went round x Pickles
scarf § balaclava just the thing x Managed to cook
breakfast, bacow § tea by 11am x Altho” we were very
uncomfortnble the thought of the infantry in the trenches
without covering § overcoats maoe me thankful we were as
well off as we were x Mud ankle deep tn pit x Horses having
bad time bringing up ammunition x Sun came out later §
dried things up a Little tho’ still heaps of mud about x Alr
thick with firlng in evening; from distance just like swarm
bees x Several fights; could see no result x tn reference to
N.Z. infty’s part in attack one of our officers told us that he
had just been speaking to a quards officer who satd that
hitherto he had taken the Anzacs with a arain of salt; but



9/20/1916 Girts’ Birthday x Huns very busy last night § only one
anmumunition wagon could get thro’ on a/c of road being
blocked x Rain x Slept tn wet trench § had devil of a night x
Cold as charity; turned out during night for SOS x As no
ratlons came up last night prospect for breakfast not good x
Made tea, which was too strong to drink x Later on found a
few spudls which we botled § ate our breakfast in a dripping
trench — a spud on one hand § a chunk of bully tn the other x
Not so bad in the circs x Rotten morning — working on trench
x For dinner few fried spuds bully beef biscuits § butter § tea
x Later in evening rations came up on pack horses x Steak
for tea. Which we ave just cooking x All feeling much more
cheerful at prospect good weal x dPull with drizzling rain
occastonally x Felt much better after feed x Ratn during
night; on gas guarad fortt/= hrs x Fair amount firing x Slept
tn wet tremch x

9/21/1916 Dyl but fine x Good feed x Had shave § [rinced] face tn water
(1/2 cup full) x cut shoulder strap off Hun coat in trench x
Plenty of dead still Lying about x Paper (Sept 10) Uncle Geo
x Sent p c’s Mother, Aunt Amy § Annie x Very short of water
X



9/22/1916 Beautiful fine morning x Ground drying quickly x dried
wet clothes x Huns shelled guns on our mmediate right x
Our No 4 gun killed a [whl howitzer man (Mulligan) today
owing to premature burst x Had first lazy afternoon since
coming here x Commenced Letter to Mother x Several atr
seraps x Saw a plane come toppling down over German Lines x

9/23/1916 A yotten thme for about 2 hours x We were awakened by the
ery of gas! § at once put on our hetmets, shells falling tn the
vielnity in the meantime x Two fell just alongside our trench
x covered us with muol, thought tt was time to shift, § went
over to the howitzer position under the hill opposite x it was
tear gas that the Huns were putting over § our eyes
commenced to smart § run, § our throats became parched x
While running across to shelter one of my boots came off in
the mud, § L was on the polnt of Lleaving it there but thought
better of it x Shells still falling round our position with much
frequency, the Huw evidently betng determined to give us a
turn x A shell fell quite close to us § half burieo one of the
howitzer men x We thew made tracks up the hill § sheltered in
a shell hole x Tear gas still baol x After about 2 hours of one of
the rottenest thmes [ have spent we returned to our pits; where
the gas still hung about x Had breakfast about 11, the Hun
being heartily cursed for interfering with our meal x No 3
gun pit was partly bloww in § one Tommy howitzer man was
killed x Later some of us; myself included, were ordered back

to our old position we evacuateo on the 1.5 for a spell x Got
9/24/1916 (sSunday) finished Letter to Mother x Had a quiet easy day x

Fine x



9/25/1916 Fine day; lazy time x Our artillery did heavy firing from
about 12 § infantry thew attacked x took Goodecourt x (sic)
Firing was tervific x Lot of heavies are about here x Hun sent
over only about /2 dozen shells here x After attack | went up
to the dressing station nearby § saw wounded § prisoners
comling on x Great proportion woundls tn arm x Prisoners were
stretcher bearing x Poor spectmens they Looked most of them
without hats x They seemed quite at home as prisoners x
Looked very dejected x Great sight to see the men belng
attended to § taken awny tn cars § Lorvies x Bveryone able to
walk has to do so from the firing line; some Looked done up
by the time they reached dressing statlon x Bnemy put up
heavy barrage thro’ delville Wood, § for some time stretcher
bearers unable to get thro’ x Saw mdian Cavalry (Bengal
Lawncers) move out for action; but do not think they went n x



9/26/1916 Fine day x went to wagow Line for vations x Good deal firlng
morning, whew own infantry again attacked x Bengal
Lancers; understand, went into action x Saw them coming
back; asking for water x Went over to dressing station
evening; wounded still coming tn x Posted letter to Kit § F.S.
C. to Uncle Geo, Annie § €8, x One of our aeroplanes landed
200 or 300 Yds away owing to engine trouble x Some of the
13th manned a German whiz-bang battery yesterday, got
off about 0 rounds on to a tank tn No Man’s Land; Satd to
have beew used as a sniping station by Fritz x Thew [mp-----
1; three or four slightly wounded x

9/27/1916 Henvy firing wmost of day, the heavier belng particularly
active x Still enjoying a spell x Believe we are here for another
2 weeks, instead of being relieved x

9/28/1916 Fine x Comparatively quiet day x swmmary Harry Flnney x
Wrote Eccus § Miss White

9/29/1916 Dyl § showery, Letters from Mother (Aug € - 15) Kit, Effie
Pickles (3) § palsy, § Thorntons Returned to my dug-out §
enjoyed them x Fritz sent over some big stuff at intervals §
we got showers of dirt § bits of shell on the roof of our “possy’
x Our artillery active at night on the left x



9/30/1916 Went to wagown Lines for rations; not feeling too good x tn
evening men at old “possy” went up forward to build new gun
pits x Letters from Aunt Amy (19) paper (L7#) § papers from
Effie § Kit x Wrote Eceus x

10/1/1916 Many) happy returns Mother x Letter from Barry § Aunt
Kate x went to the wagow Llines this morning to see Dr § was
excused duties x Not feeling too good x Quiet day x Our
Battery has beew strafed a bit, one shell getting C sub pit but
wounding [----1 only 1 man x Driving guns to new “possy”
tonight

10/2/1916 Feeling bit better x Rain § cold x Saw about 100 Huw
prisoners captured by N Zealanders pass by; poor looking Lot
x Heavy firing in left at night

10/3/1916 Ordlered to Fleld Hosptl x Had to report at nearest dressing
station, about 20 mins’ walk distance, where we were sent on
to Cornay Station, mile or two away; from here on to another
/2 hours’ walk, where we (Barron § 1) arrived at 2.45, after
going 2 hrs with all our gear x Gave us tea § biscuit § after 2
hrs wait were put in motor lorry along with others § hao an
hours ride to the Rest Camp of the S1st Division, at Dive Copse
x Pull day x 18th {.a

10/4/1916 Not a very good night x Slept on an ambulance stretcher;
most steeping on floor x No comfort about the place x Hauled
out at 6,20, had wash thew for breakfast; a cup of warm wilk;
dinner cup milk § rice; tea, cup of wilk; supper do x Had a
bad day x warm bath x Rain x



10/5/1916 Good night, much better x In afternoon [went] in company
with Barron § a 4th Lancer walked to a village Looking for a
feed x only got bread § tinned fish x Sent p.c to Mother x

10/6/1916 Feeling good x n afternoon we went tnto another village §
had a feed offered, bread g tinned haddock; also brought
bread § butter x Go on orderly duty tomorvow; snenked into
meal this morning on another man’s ticket x Wrote Joe x sent
Aunt Amy p.e. commenced Letters to Mother § Pickles x Flne
X

10/7/1916 Cold § windy; heavy showers night x Put on ordinary diet x
Arrangements for feeding several hunolred wen very bad x
Have to line up two abreast § file into mess room, where food
Ls served x Have to wait over an hour unless get [in] early x
Breakfast: slice bread, plece cheese § butter § tea; dinner slice
bread, Little stew; tea; slice bread, butter; tin apricots among
16; my shave /2 one! x 18th Fleld Ambulance name of Rest
Hospltal x



10/8/1916 (sunday) x Dlscharged from Hospital x Told to veport to
C.T.O, at Corbie x Got there in motor ambulance; told to report
to C,T,0. Mariencort x (sic) Lucky to get lorry just outside §
went thro’ Bownay § Haley; from here obtained [ ---hol--]
wmotor car § hao good ride thro’ Albert § well towards Fricourt;
dropped heve § a few mins Later got motor ambulance to
[Montaban] road, where after about ¥/ hrs walk found our
wagown Lines x Jolly glad to get there after about 4 hrs x Parcel
waiting me from Aunt Amy, containing clothing x very
useful x During journey today sorry to learn [ lost the clasp
Rnife the Twinnlies gave me; one of the most useful articles in
my possession x

10/9/1916 At wagow lines x Letters from Uncle Geo (28th) § Annle x
Posted letters to Mother Plekles and PC Luncle Geo x Wrote
Annie x

10/10/1916 Nothing dolng x Wrote € B x Flne x Few bombs been dropped
here abouts at night x

10/11/1916 Pper ncle Geo (Oct 1) x Fine x General ordler from Genl
Rawlinson Com.4th Army congratulating N,Z. on work
done tn Spmmee x

10/12/1916 Ruiiet; dull but fine x We are saiol to be moving out in a few
days x Wrote Uncle § Aunty x

10/13/1916 Joe has the flu x Fine but dull x Bach night heavy stunt on;
horizow one red flame x

10/14/1916 Ppers from Kit (2) Aubreg § Harry Flnney § Uncle Geo ()
pull; usual firtng at night x



10/15/1916 (sunday) x Fine x Parcel tin biscults from Effie; bon x Wrote
Mother § Harry Flnney X Two of my sub-x in Tremtham Fox
g Jacobs, have beew killed x

10/16/1916 L_gtter from Unele Geo (10th) Four “tanks” passed today); had
2 short ride on one x Joe got photographs x Likely to be heve for
some days now x Flne x Two Hun machines passed over this
evening § drew tremendous amount of fire x More of our
machines about x Plenty later on x

10/17/1916 Quitet day x Rain night x There are several powerful
scanlights about here on Lookout for atreraft which come over
now § thew § drop bombs x N.Z. wail tomorrow

10/18/1916 Letters from Mother (28 Aug) Rachel, Aunt Kate Twinnies
Pickles, Aubrey, Una Garlick, Jean ngram § €. B. (2) x
Showery x Joe went away to fielol hospital x

10/19/1916 Ppstenl Letter to Sister Ingram § field cards to Twinnies, Ra Y
WU G, BB § Nell x Letter from Mother (Aug 21) § pair mittens
x wed day; heavy firing last night § today x Wrote
Thorntons § Daisy x



10/20/1916 Heavy firlng night x very cold; day cold but sunny x
wWitnessed exciting aeroplane fight in morning x Several of
our machines § three Huns had a “go” x They circled § dived
§ spivalled g [aerolplaned, the vat tat tat of machine guns
being heard at the same time x How the planes darted hither §
thither! From what we couldl make out at least 2 of the Hun
machines were forced to earth within our lines x Our planes
seemed to kReep them within a cirele, § gradually closing in
ow the enemy § leaving hiv Little room for freedom of
movement x Aerial activity all day x supposed to be going
out in a day § to be relieved by the Sth (Australion) division
X

10/21/1916 Tyafalgar day! Cold night x Frost § ice this morning;
Sunny x Ve come back from Bive Copse despatched with Joe !
Wrote note to Aunt Amy x

10/22/1916 (sunday) “sworter” morning - Lee § frost x Letters from
Pickles x Hun aeroplanes rather cheeRy today x Evening
artillery active on gun positions § Australian infantry been
going [in] last day or two x

10/23/1916 Heavy fog morning x Went to canteen § bought stores for
chaps x Road rough; shell holes ete x Letter uncle Geo (16) §
papers from Aunt Amy, Kit § Aubrey § card to Annie x



10/24/1916

10/25/1916

10/26/1916

10/27/1916

posted Letters to Mother § p ¢ Uncle Geo x Went to Bercordlel to
[Canteau] x Wet day x Last few days big number
Australions going into Somme x Passed hundreds today x
cuite homely to see them x

Rain x Australion artillery arrived to relieve us § our Rx
moves off & tomorrow morning x Doherty, formerly in HE's
at Nelsow, is officer with the Australians, § had a yarn to
him x Parcels from Aunt Amy § Cousin Annie x Care,
Lollies, bananas from Annle; Toothbrush § powder, razor
blades, chocolates § toffee from Aunt Amy x Bon! x

Rx moved out early this morning x Reveille 4,30 x Very
muddy showery x Australians had to leave thelr gun bogged
last night, § take it in today

Moved off at #, revetlle at 3,30 x Showers; cold wind x Took a
different route this time to Bonnay, passing thro’ Heilley §
L'Ancre x Passed big crowd English Territorial’s going up;
very young § of ineffictent physique many of them x This
stde of Fricourt saw Frank Rochfort on horse at head of
A.S.C; called out, but he did not hear me x Arviving Bonnay
1 pvm X Journey cold § driving showers x tw good billet x
Chocolate Aunty) sent me came tn handy on journey; also
Annle's cake x Buring our seven weeks tn the Somme we Lost
2 men Rilled § between 20 § 30 wounded x we were Lucky x
Other batteries fared worse x At the end we had practically
only one guwn n actlon x



10/28/1916 L_gtters from Mother (Sept 3 to 12) Kit; Pickles, Eceus, Ray,
Aubrey; Aunty; Lou Plrant § EB (§ photo) x Flne x Routine
work x

10/29/1916 (Sunda 5) Posted f.s, cards to Mother, Aunt Ay § Annie,
KL, Aunt Amy x commenced to go to Amiens in afternoon
but got only as far as Corbie x Showers all day x Moving out
tomorrow morning --- supposed to be trekiking to Hazebrouck
four or five days journey x

10/30/1916 Left Bonnay €.30am § trekied to Plerrogot x Passed thro’
following villages: Lahoussoye, Beherngeourt, Bauelincourt;
Melincourt; Haulle; Molliens x Arrived at about 1 pm x No
rain during journey, but very threatening x Soon after
arriving heavy rain fell for rest of afternoon x Pretty scenes,
tree tops beginning to show rich golden tints x The wotor
Lorries have various names: today we passed a “Dickens
transport”: Sam Weller, Dolly Varden, Barnaby Rudge;
Plokwick; Micawber ete x On each vehicle was a painting of
the particular character x Our horse lines here are a quagmire
the roads are Liquefied mud x went to [Bawmepral in
evening § haol jolly evening with some Highlander Ladolies
from glasgow (H.C.1.) x



10/31/1916

11/1/1916

Bolsterous night x Moved off at 11,30 § pulled up at Amplier
at about 9 or 10 x Tea (biscuits § cheese § tea) at 10,30 x
Slept in canvas covered shacks x Sea of mud of consistency
of paste x Passed thro’ Raineville § Beauval x the latter a
fairly big town § clean looking with a fine looking church
entered by broad flight of steps Day was fine x Passed
aerodrome § saw several planes starting x Stopped for few
mins alongside apple orchardl; apples for rest of journey x
while stopping on rond where Hun prisoners working, one of
them asked one of us “are You from N.Z:? “Strafing German
Front Lines Trenches x 13th Battery; cemetery, Armentieres;
May 25, 1916 Thro the Phone L x stand by Range 4550 B.
A, 9245 R Alming pt, Left hand minaret on church x
Report whew read Y Fire Fired Siv; _ Drop 1000 x Cancel last
ordler x Brop F00 from original range x What is the range x 3
200 havee. Fired Drop 200; repeat whew ready to fire Ready
Str Fire! Fired Sir Drop 100 x report when ready to fire What
range on now? 3,500 Str Brop 200 fire whew ready x Flred
Str what Ls range now? 3,200 Drop 150 x Ready to fire x

Fire x Fired Sir x Drop 100 Ditto Drop 50 x Fired Can uou oet
Light at 11,30 § had long trek until 5,30, keeping chiefly to

main roao x Passed thro’ large fine Llooking town of Doullens;
and also smaller one Beauval Pequidt x Pretty chureh at
Latter place x Good horse lines § x best billet so far hao tn
France x Old wan of the house very affable § gave us apples x
I/ plequet night; rotten night, slept as 1 stood x Autuwmn
tints on trees very fine - rich russet gold tips tops of bush §
avenues § not touches up the landscape x Roads for miles
Lined with trees x Linchy sur Cinche name of village stayed
in x



11/2/1916 reveille 4,30 moved off 7 x Raln for first three or four hours;
then fine x Passed thro’ mostly small villages; Nuwneg, Flers,
ete x Roads wind tn § out among villages as if roads had
been bullt after houses put up x Pulled up at Heuchin at zpm
X Billets rotten x

11/3/1916 Reveille 5.30, moved off € x Foggy § cold for start but
weather clearing somewhat Later, § we pulled up at Berguette
at about 1 pm x Billet good § wagown lines grass x Beautiful
artesian pool of water at our bitlet x Passeo thro [Westre--1 §
other small villages x Keeping as usual on outskirts of big
towns Sound of Guns x Passed church 1861 x We are about 7#
Kilos (sic) off Alre x [Ch--- -- 1 x Blg munitions works close
by x Had a hatr cut for 20 also chips § coffee, ete; one of sss
the cleanest tow villages yet been in x

11/4/1916 revetlle 5.30 raining tn night § Little in morning x Moved
off 7 x Other part of village very cleawn; the kiddies at the
doorways being neatly dressed § with hair tidy § clean faces
X Contrast to some villages in Somwme district x Passed thro
Merville and t (sic) good town with nice shops x Pulled up at
Vieux Berquin at 1.30 x Good billets § fair wagow Lines x
Likely to be here for a day or two x Wewnt with Joe to Merris in
evening x Helped to pinch some railway sleepers off line for
[links] tn morning x



11/5/1916 wrote Mother, Aunt Amy § Annie x Fine but cold winds,
went tnto Vieux Berquin § had feed pork chop § onlon, 3
egos, chipped potatoes, bread, butter § coffee x Eggs = each;
wment 1s/20 for slice x Pay day; drew 20 franes x Grazed
horses n morning; grooming afternoon x

11/6/1916 \wet morning x n afternoon walked to Batlleul (a fairly
large town) § visited cousin Nev’s grave; making
arvangements to have a boxwood border put round it x Band
playing tn the square x Had cup of tea at YWCA canteen x
Got riole home in side car x Letter from Sister ngram § also
parcel from Mother for Jean x Lx moving off to [fivel position
n the morning x Wrote to Jean § Cousin Blanche x



11/7/1916

11/8/1916

Heavy vain all day; Kept to billets x At 4 pm we (Lx) had 10
mins to prepare to move off, § we had to bustle x Raining
havd; had a long watt after getting to starting polnt x No
time for tea x Rained for better part of journey, then fine x
Lost our way to our position; § when we arrived at the one we
were tolol we had to rvelieve found the 10th in possession x Had
a cup of coffee here at farm house x No sigwn of our advance
party x Bventually we found the Battery we had to relieve
(the eoth Australia w)J'ust up the road x Passed Our wagon
lines over ankle deep tn mud; water everyywhere x Bnough to
make a wman weep x Got fired up § retived to bed at about 1
oclock; (sic) [---1 to eat x Had some trounble tn finding our
billet; § whew found had to get a calf out of the way before
making our bunks x The animal commenced bleating very
early in morning x Bveryone very wet x Passed thro Estatres
X

Mud, § slush as over boot tops; water running over streets x
Australians moved out; wagons tn water up to axle x Feet wet
all day x Guns sevew or eight miles from wagow pits x Latter
not far from Estaires x Showery x &M.S, fell into diteh last
night entrance to our billet x We have bunks; should be
comfortable inside; very bad outside x Parcel from Cousin
Annle (cake) § fruit Kit (Pascells) § Mother x Lucky f tam
not sick in the next few days x Very wnice indeed getting
parcels x Right x moved in today x



11/9/1916 Happy returns Wop x [Sunnyl day; squaring up our stables
§ billets x Issued with winter underclothing x Leather
waisteoats x Letter Aunt Amy x

11/10/1916 Posted a.s.c. to Mother Aunt Amy § cousin Annie § Letters to
Hall, Jean ngles Cousin Blanche § Kit x Fine day x

L1/11/1916 wrote Mother x Paper from Aunt Amy x Brigade orderly x
Spent half wmorning looking for right place x Nothing to do x
Had coffee at a house where a very wice old lady § her
daughter were x Change tn weather coming x All spare
GUNErS Went up to guns X

11/12/1916 Fine day; straightening up wagon lines; shovelling muo x Lt
A Jones Rilled at the guns x Paper from Aubrey x Wrote
Annie x

11/13/1916 Year stnce | Left wellington x Fine; shovelling muck x Letters
from Mother (Sept 19,27) Beeus, Paisy, Rachel, Aubrey, Kit,
Pickles, Kol § Harry Finney x Got them after tea § had a
Lovely time reading them Lying on my bunk x

L1/14/1916 \wipte Aunt Amy X Not feeling too good x Parcel Aunt Amy
(Slones ~ canagan cap)] x Ack. by p.c x Sent to No 2 NZ
Fleld Amb, (sick of influenza, high temp 102 § aching atl
OVEr X )

11/15/1916 Feeling better; well Looked after x

11/16/1916 Feeling ditto x Well fed (Dr good chap (Br [Millomert]) Met
Polly Perkins at Hospital



11/17/1916 poing well; colol weather x

11/18/1916 very cold night x Snow falling; every- thing white when |
peepedt out of window this morning x Got up x Later on rain
fell § snow thawed x Very bleak § cheerless day x Hadl
gramaphone selections Went to Div Rest Station 100 yards
away x Put into cosy hut with fire, iron bedstends, mattresses
coconut matting on floor x Mat alongside each bed x Fire in
stove burning mervily § t was greeted with “Come in lad” by
a grey-haired friendly old veteran wearing enough ribbons to
wmake patr football pants x Patr warm slippers alongsioe bed x
Not Long before sitting before fire reading recent tssue of
“Life” x Absolutely bully! Cold outside but as cosy as cosy
inside x Haol good nights rest § was warm for the first thme
for several days x Plenty to eat for tea x Good old N. Z.

11/19/1916 (sunday) Bleak day x Had good nights rest x Porridge,
botled bacow (hot) coffee, bread butter § jam breakfast;
dinner roast beef green peas, dried vegetables, sago, bread §
butter jam, also bit chocolate; tea, cold wmeat, soup, cocoa, bread
butter jam x attended church service afternoon, text 15 St
John x Wrote Mother § Aunt Amy x

11/20/1916 Fine day x Met Bert Richards Dick Talbot, Do, Barry,
Charlie Morgan x went for walk; Legs pretty shakey x Wrote
B’LLLcd Slmpson x



11/21/1916 Fine; went to baths; feeling very achey x Wrote Annie x

11/22/1916 Haol votten night; legs paining badtg;
11/23/1916 Feeling good; golng out tomorrow x
11/24/1916 pischarged from Hospital x Feeling all right except for pains

in legs x Letter from Annle; papers Aunt Amy, Kit § Uncle
G X Got new tunic (first since army tn Trentham), boots ete x

11/25/1916 Rainy day; took things easy x Wrote Mother and Annie;
paper from Aunt Amy x Sent 36 pe’s to friends x

11/26/1916 (slzwwtag) Letters from Mother (Oct 1 - 10th) Kit, Kol, Effie,
Mrs Angus, Miss Guwn, Nell, Aunt Challie, Aunt Kate § E.B.
Flne x Mother’'s § Aunt Kate's xmas parcel from Harrods per
Alnt Amy X

11/27/1916 \Wrote Mrs Angus; pe to Aunt Amy x Fine day x Wrote Miss
Trim

11/28/1916 Foggy x wrote €8; Limbs aching x

11/29/1916 Raw Dlag; went on sick parade with former complaint; temp
101,2 x Feeling rotten x

11/30/1916 (etters from Aunt Amy (25) § B, Cooke (Oct 9) x Put off
duty by Br for few days x Dull § cold Wrote Lou Pirant §
Aunt Amg X

12/1/1916 still cold, dull § foggy x Cracked a bottle of champagne with
Joe § WLk in latter’s “boudolr” x

12/2/1916 \weather olitto



12/3/1916 (Sunda 5) weather ditto x Parcel from Mother (2 tins
biscuits) § another tin sweets cocon, nuts ete § tin brandy
balls from Harry Fluney x Wrote Mother x Letter from ?
(ste)

12/4/1916 Sun showne for an hour or two in the morning; dull again tn
afternoon x “Heads” inspected wagow Lines x dlo a bit if work
today x Letter from B, Cook x “Weekly Dispateh” Aunt Amy

12/5/1916 Cold showers; went out exercising afrernoon x Sent A.S.C. to
B, Cook X

12/6/1916 Little sunshine; cold wind x Bxercising morning; pay day;
orew 10 frs (2-17-4)

12/7/1916 pull § foggy x Paper Ecous’ wedding x

12/8/1916 pittp with showers x Parcel (handkerchiefs § soap) from
Mother; “Press” from Effie x qot parcel from Ch/ch Liverpool
ctte (wmilk, clgarettes, soap, socks § cocon) x Parcel from Mr
Lock (box cigars, socks § handkerchiefs) x Acknowledged
same by letter x

12/9/1916 \a/et ooy Y X Went lnto Estatres § hao bath x Wrote Effie x §
Mr Lock

12/10/1916 (sunday) Cold § showery x Wrote Mother x



12/11/1916  Melle, Julia Cachel Rue du College Estaires Norol (n
company with “Snowy” ( spent the evening at M'lle’s place;
the old people; two sisters § a brother made up the family x
Had quite a good time trying to learn French x The girls
kRinew enough English to make themselves understooo x Nice
sunny day x Letter from Aunt Amy x x Uncle Geo; also
enclosed Letter from RaY § Gert re xmas parcel x

12/12/1916 puring foremoon fall of snwow ; afternoon rain x Not so cold as
[ thought it would be x Looked very pretty as the flakes fell

12/13/1916 Letter from Cousin Annie x (gth) § parcel from Selfridge’s
(Mother § Aunty, xmas present x Dull § cold x Sent a.s.c. to
uncle § Cousin Annie x Revetlle at 6 now x “Heads” not
satisfied with condition of harness, so we are getting “got at”
until it is clean x Men came down from. guns to assist x

12/14/1916 Few ming sunshing; also rain § dull x Had a yarn to Geo
qarlick § Condell (Stoke) x Letter from Jean ngram x

12/15/1916 ¢old § dull x Case measles tn billet x

12/16/1916 Clear sky tn morning, § sun rose pale red x No strength in
sun, § soon usual mist came up x Letters from Mother (Oct
15 - 24) Kol § Pickles, Aunt Kate, Effle, Ray, Miss
Thorntow, Putty, § EB X Paper Aunt Amy x

12/17/1916 pull § fogg Y X Wrote Mother § Aunt Amy x (Sunda 5) X



12/18/1916 ear since | arrived at Suez x Cold § foggy x Two parcels
from Annie (cake, toffee, pickled walnuts sox (sie) fruit,
paste, frult, shortbread, ete x Bon x Wrote Annle § {.s.¢. to
E.B., Miss Thorntons, § Twinnles

12/19/1916 wrote Jean ingram x Fall of snow; everything soon very white
x Nell’s wedding day x

12/20/1916 (_{ttle sunshine x Wrote B. Coolkee
12/21/1916 Auckland weekly from Aubrey x Rain, wind § cotd x

12/22/1916 Cold § dull x § Heavy rain x Sent cable Bffie x

12/23/1916 qale of wind; ratn

12/24/1916 Bright sunny morning; the best one for weeks x Took horses
exercise § had grand ride x Afternoon went to Estalres §
bought menu cards for feed tomorrow x Had tea with Joe; who
Later in the evening thought itk was N Years eve § celebrated it
tn usual Scottlsh way x Letter § photo from Sister; wrote
Aunt Ay x



12/25/1916 1916 Estalres France xx Pte N H Hall Hereford (Eng). xx
DVr S Jeffries waltara xx Guwr Ww that Bvans (Timari) xx
F Wise Rona Bay Wellington xx sad g R whaler
wellington xx A Donovan, Auckland xx Geo H Langer Corpl
A.S.C, Birmingham xx Cpt A € [Cameron] Milton xx Jim
Rmdboum Auckland xx Bomb, ). A MeNab (Hastlngs) xx
DVr ). M, Ford, Murchison xx “ R, L, Brown Wellington xx “
have €. Wiggins wellington N.Z, xx “w. [Benban]
wellington NLZ. xx “ A, B, Porter, Flelding N.Z, xx gur
Leslie g Scott, chole xx Driver R Bverett Nelsomw xx Gqwnr,
A. McCausland, Anmberley xx Dvr S & Compten
welllington xx Dvr C 1 Netll, Auckland xx qur G, that
Blackham (Thmaru NZ) L8 & le [egue mart] € years
Melanie [Cyuemart] Jeanne Delaval Marie Debbarve Ewmdile
Sssolg Germaine Deleval xx Rabn tn morning but cleared
uwp later on x Had the hamper Mother § Aunty Sent me; with
Joe; very tasty; § much enjoyed x Light day § only fed up §
watered horses x Cracked bottle champagne with joe § wilk x
n evg had dinner down the road, at a farmhouse great spread

(see menut) § oood time x AlL present sioned name in mi
12/26/1916 (Boxing pay) Rain morning § evening x “carried on” as

usual x Very thick fog morning x Wrote Mother, Sister §
Harry Finney x

12/27/1916 Fine but cloudy; heavy fog at night x Letter from Mother
(Nov 1 - 7) Kit; Kol; Pickles (2 § photo) Howle, Eccus,
Aubrey (2) uncle Geo (Nov 28, sent to hospital for we) x
xmas pudding from Miss M, ward x

12/28/1916 wrote Miss ward, heavy frost; very slippery for horses; Little
sun tn morning x



12/29/1916 wet § windy x Wrote to Eceus; A.S.C. to Howie, Aubrey,
Twinnies, Putty, Aunt Amy § Annie X

12/30/1916 Heavy rain n night x went to guns at Fleurbeux x Fired
several rounds; got smack with buffer x outside a house on
the edge of the road, | noticed four bundles of sheaves with
stalks tnwardls, tn the form of a cross x n the centre was a
plot of chrysanthemum plants, § over sheaves were several
pleces of tvy § on enguiry was told that a girt of about 23
had died in the house, henee the cross

12/31/1916 (New Year's eve) Thinking of all at home. wonder what they
are doing x n bed all day; leg very painful in night and
today § Commenced to read “The Story of Great Armada
(Huale) - very interesting x So long 1916; better luck next
year! God save

V11917 Brill; Fritz very brisk shelling roads x We retaliated x Sent
of, (sie) s.p.c. to Mother x tn bed all day; Br says leg very
severely bruised x In evening very heavy bombardment
direction Armentieres x



1/2/1917 sunny for few mins; vest dull, ratn evening x About epm
Fritz opened out rather viclously; we retaliated § he closed
down x Wrote Mother § Aubrey x Letter Mrs Blackburne x
Our guns (L x, now 1 § 2) are on sight destroyed farm-
house, known as Six Poplar Farm, from & Poplars growing
alongside) x Nos 3 § 4 tn Farmhouse about 300 Yards
distant x Maoris (Ploneers) have been working taking away
bricks for rond nearby x They stop now § thew to play 2-up x
Sownetimes one chap will speak tn Maori § will be answered in
English x Leg pretty sore; put hot fomentations on it x

1/3/1917 pull; did some washing x Quiet day x Parcel from Aunt
Chally § Nell - cake, bisculits, duff, clgarettes, sardines,
sweets — great joy whew opening wup parcel x Thanks! Wrote
Cora Mac x Letter Uncle Geo

1/4/1917 very wet most of day x Wrote U, G, Mail bag with outward
Letters got Lost from cape cart last night; but was found §
returned x Letters bit damp x ( had to re-address my two x
Aero guard x

1/5/1917 Clear sky; but sun weak x Ratwn at night x Letters from Dick
(12/12/16) & paper Aunt Amy x Aeroplanes active x cuiet
day x wrote Aunt Chally x Gun guard x went doww to
canteen § on way met Don Bunning § King; also Kingston
(late Nelsown)

1/6/1917 wirote Dlek, Letters from Uncle Jack § Datsy x Cold § dull x
Pay day drew 20 frs x Paper from Kit x



1/7/1917 (Sunda 5) bull; went to O.Pip n afternoon x Met BILL Lucre
on way x Paper Aunt Amg X Wrote Mother

1/8/1917 Fritz sewt a few over bn our vielnity nearest about 50 yards x
Also shelled roads x Wet § windy tn afternoon but fine tn
forenoon x

/371917 Rocket guard x Cold § showery x Wrote BB x Quiet day x

1/10/1917 Fine, but cold § cloudy x n forenoon went to Fleur Beaux §
bought spuds § sugar (10 Lb) x Afternoon collected firewood
from old gun pits § cooked tea (spuds onions § bully beef all
mixed) x Heavy firing for some minutes on our Left x Washed
§ otled vy feet x

171171917 Light fall snow morning x Parcel from “Kit § [pel] Annies” -
sauce, almonds § muscatels, biscuits, ete x Jolly decent x Had
sauce with boiled neck mutton for tea - voted bon x The cook
tried hand at making pilelets § turned out some good
pancakes x While getting tnto my bunk [ ricked a muscle or
tendon of my neek - very stiff § patnful all day; Reading
“From One Sensation to Another” (Merviman) x Ack parcel
from Kit by f.s.c x

1/12/1917 Snow § rain x Quiet day x afternoon went to Fleurbeaux x

/13/1917 smow wmost of the day x Orderly guard x Wrote Kit Quiet
day); bombardment ow left x Had roasted chestnuts x



1/14/1917 (Suwalag) - Snow Lay on ground all dag X Chureh tn
morning; first chance [ have had for nearly five months
Chaplain - Colonel Burton, of Ch/ch preached x Service heldin
yard of public building snow on ground § ruined
outbuildings x Several big trees with branches cut off by
shells x satol he was betng recalled to England § left as a
message the words “Whatsoever thou art told to do, do it” or
words to that effect x On Rocket quard x gas guard x

V15/1917 sinow still covers ground x Wrote Mother, Dorothy § f.s.c. to
Uncle Geo, Annle § Sister x Fair amount of firlng; our guns
were shooting,

1/16/1917 (etters from Mother (Nov 14 - 19) Kit, Pickles, Ko, E®,
Aunty RayY, Blanche, Miss White, Hul Harrison, Cora Mac §
parcel from Kit; paper Aunt Amy x Lovely time reading thewm
x pull § cold day; snow still on ground

V171917 sleet fell all last night § up till 1 pm today x Two or = nches
snow this morning x went to © P, Orderly gun x Posted f.s.c.
to Kit Twinnies, Mother, Blanche, § Hul Harrison x Had feed

egos (£) § chips x § coffee (2 frs)

1/18/1917 Plenty of swow on ground x Had great snow fight x Dull x

19/1917 sinow this evening a Little x Went to Div. baths sailly for
bath x Rocket quard x Pay day; drew 35 france

1/20/1917 Hayol frosts, snwow very hard x Wrote Annie x



1/21/1917 (Suvwlag)) Parcels from Mother (mittens) § Effie (lemon
crystals), letter from Aunt Amy § paper x Cook today x
Orderly gun x Still freezing x Wrote Mother x

1/22/1917 saw blue sky today; first time for several days x Thaw set in
x We have been made tnto a e-gun battery one section of 10th
jolning us x We are moving out at end of month for training
§ there it is said will take over section covered at present by
1st Brigade x Now evening 17 degrees of frost x Went to gun
pit to sleep x

1/23/1917 paycel § letter from Annie (Jan 4) x Cake, sardines, salmon,
apples, oranges, § sweets x Trés bon! Letters from Mother
(Nov 26, Dec ); Aunty; Pickles § Effie x Wrote Annie x Gun
guard! Hard frost all day x Temp 21 x Blue sky § sun all
day - the first thme this year x Altho’ sun shining, it had
not the slightest effect on the Lee § snow; o the contrary
water soow froze at any time during the day x Writing this
i gun pit tn from of a fire x Not much firing last few days
x A few aeroplanes busy today x



/241917 Fine § sumny but still freezing x Washed in warm water
after dinner, § tn Less than half-an hour the water which hao
splashed ow the ground had a thin conting of tce x The pools
§ streawms are frozew hard, § we were trying to skate ow it
today x Parcel from Nurse Barnes — soap; tooth paste § brush,
lanoline (for the complexion!) § cigarettes x | used my last
tube of toothpaste this morning so it came in the nick of time
X Thanks x Rocket guard x Forgot to mention that yesterday
we wmade a rolly-poly, § it was bow!

1/25/1917 Still fine § colol x Pot of ink found frozew x Had strafe Last
night from 1.30 until 5.30 x Rocket Guard x Sleeping tn
gun pit; came off r.g. at 2 § no sleep until about & x © Pip in
afternoon § returned to wagow lines x On way down saw Tom
white § BiLL Lucre x Golng to O Pip met Bernard Jeffries x

1/26/1917 Fine § colo x Blg frozew pond tn our grounds § we got good
skating or sliding x Letter from Aunt Amy (Jan 21) x lce
several bnches thick x



1/27/1917 \weather ditto x Last night rumours of Huwn attack at
Armentieres, § sald to have captured our third line trenches
from Australians x Something tn rumour as infantry in
Estaires tn billets had to Lleave at half's hours notice x All
motor Lorries were also called out x The centre sections of each
battery also moved somewhere x Kaiser’s birthday today
(darn him) § no doubt Huns want to show hime something
for his money x This afternoon our guns were also wmoved
sowme distance to the Left of their position x to Bols Grenier x
Parcel (chewing gum) from Aubrey; § soldiers diary § photo
of Phyllis, Joan & Bill from Nell x Children x Bow Little girls
X Wrote Thorntons x Wrote Mother x

/281917 (sunday) Weather ditto x Parcels of Pascalls sweets from
RayY § Thorntow clawn; also parcel from Aunt Amy for Mother;
§ letter from Sister x Half -holiday went to Estaires x Last
few days been heavy firing x Two Huwn planes over today x
Last night we moved our gun positions about 2000 yards to
left of former ones, which were taken over by 9th Battery x
Letter from Sister vagolis x Wrote Nell § cards to children x

1/29/1917 wrpte Rachel x weather ditto x Enjoyable ride in afternoon x



1/30/1917 change in weather; swow fell intervals day § falr quantity
at night x Exercising; afternoon went to Merville x Outsioe
British cemetery saw wotor Lorvy draw up with coffin tnside
covered by Union jack x Padre § several soldiers there x
Rather pathetic sight x Parcel of Pyjamas muffler §
balaclava, tube of cocon, § tin toffee Aunt Amy x

1/31/1917 Little smow; aeroplanes busy x R x played L x football § were
beaten 9-0 x Touch Line wmplre x Wrote Aunt Amy x Few
changes going ow in Battery x

211917 Anniversary of City of Nelsow x Fine § warm x Good
conditions for aeroplanes which were active x Good ride in
afternoon; air very exhilavating x Wrote Aunt Amy x

2/2/1917 Papers from Mother (Mail) § Auckland weekly x Lovely
day; no wind, nice § warm x Had yarn Noely Jacobs x

2/3/1917 \weather ditto x Cleaned wagons in morning x Afternoon L x
beat R x at football & - 0 x Went to gun in evening 1/c
fatigue party x Had short yarn Charlie Hamilton on way in
Sailley (sie) x Parcel from Sister x

2/4/1917 (sunday)) Weather ditto x Getting wood all day from ruined
bullding dowwn road x Gas alarm last night but did not come
to oursection x Reported gas shells fell in Fleurbaix this
morning § gassed two N, Zealanders x tey cold all night x



2/5/1917 Little swow early worning; rest day fine § warm x Day
before Yyesterday Huns put over gas shells behind our trenches
with the wind blowing towards their own lines § canght some
of our boys - satd to be about 100 x The advance party -
57th Division Tervitorials C Battery - have arvived to take
over x New diviston § have beew training in Englana for
about two years, having gowne to ireland at time of rebellion x
We are supposed to be moving out in about 20 days x Pay
day - drew 20 fes x Wrote Mother; f.s.¢. to Mother Sister §
Annie

2/6/1917 weather ditto; but cold wind x still on wood pa rty x

2/7/1917 \weather ditto x Went back to wagow lines x Elght of us in
cape cart; close squeeze x Letters from Mother (Dee 12 - 17)
Kit Boy Twinnies § Ray x Got to billet about 11.15 § read
Letters before turning tn x

2/8/1917 Weather becoming warmer during day x Our Battery
position was shelled this morning § the gunners [“~-pshied”]
X No 4 gun (“D") was damaged § had to be sent to ordinance
x Also “strafen” our former position x No casualties among
out Battery x Huw aeroplane over evening before x Got job for
few days in orderly room at W, L x



21311917 Weather ditto x Two Hun “planes” came over our Llines today §
were heavily “strafed” x Two of ours (one on east flank) came
along swiftly as if trying to head thew off x A shell case
from ante alr craft gun fell few yards form orderly room §
threw clods of earth over it x Went to Estaires in evening x
Wrote sister x

2/10/1917 \weather ditto x 11th Battery beat 13th at football & -2 x

211/1917 (sunday) x Cloudy § warm; thawing x Letter from Bry
Basset § Dai,sg (also photo) x Wrote Mother; p.c. to Twinnies
Pickels, Dorothy, Boy § Aunt Kate x Paper Aunt Amy X

2/12/1917 Little rain; thawing quickly x Letter Uncle Geo; parcel Mrs
Blackburne; papers Ray x Wrote to EB. x p'e’s to Bry Basset x
Datsy x

2/13/1917 Letter-thmete-GeoA{Feb-)-Pre-toAnmt Ay x-Areather{ime x
2/14/1917 Hard frost; sumwny day x tee covered with water in creek
opposite x R x mounted parade x

2/15/1917 weeather fine; wothing much dotng x “Bucksheeh (sie) parcels
X

2/16/1917 LppRs Like rain x Wrote Mrs Blackburne § p.c. to Uncle Geo §
Mother Expect to move out on Mowdag to Steenworek x



2/17/1917

2/18/1917

2/19/1917

2/20/1917

2/21/1917

2/22/1917

Melle Marie Boucherie au Douhew par Estaires Novd This
young Melle (et in an estaminet; at Doulien (sic) She had
a snile which reminded me very much of Nell’s; so t asked
her to write her name in my diary x “Oui; You correspond
after the war?” she asked x “Oul” says [ x Rain in evening
first for some weeks x Thawing rapidly, § plenty of mud x
Birds are commencing to sing - mating season x

pull § foggy x Quiet day x
Letter from Aunt Amy; paper from Holly, Rachel § Aunty x
Sent p.c. to Holly x Rain x Wixxxxther

Raln; very mucky x Moving to new wagow lines tomorrow
morning x Horse died today; thelr ratlons lately have been
very swmall § the poor animals are half starved x

Moved off 10 am; Dull § misty, § road near W.L. under
water x Reached new p W.L. about 1 hr Later x Had been
ocoupied by Tommles; and the billets were Left tn a condition
that a pig would turn up his nose at x tt is always the same
whewn we go nto billets previously oceupled by Tommdies x
They are filthy brutes, § it says Little for thelr officers to
allow such a state of things to prevail x R x guns came out
this evening x Wrote Mother § E.B,

pull § foggy x L C x gun came out x



2/23/1917 pull § foggy x B S M Tyler received move to proceed to
O.T.C.; § n evening we assembled at the corner pub § gave
him a sendl - off x Great thme x Made presentation to guest
evening x All sincerely sorry he is going; he has treated
everyone of us fairly § squarely, § will be a long time before
we get such awn efficlent § popular N,C,0,

2241917 Half- holiday); went to pictures at Steenwerck with Joe § Wilk
x Good performance x

2/25/1917 (Suwnda g) n evening went to YMCA senvice; several well
known hymns, a short Lesson § ditto sermon x (Paul tn
prison he spoke about) x Paper from Aunt Amy; also gloves §
papers from Holly x Wrote long Letter to Howie; § gave to SM.
Tyler who Leaves for Bugland tomorrow to post for me x
Papers from Holly x

2/26/1917 Fine x C x guns moved to new position x In evening went to
pleture with Joe § “Wilk” x Charlie Chaplin x John Bunny §
Rowmeo and Juliet among programme x

212111917 dull § ehilly x went to Steenwerk, afternoon § had warm
bath; also went same place evening x R § L x guns wmoved to
position x wWe are tn Ploegstreet (sic) factng Messines x

2/28/1917 pull x Steenwerck evening § met Martin (Stoke) at YMCA x
Moving out to new wagow lines tomorrow, Plekle’s birthday;
sewt her a card; Letter to Uncle Geo § p.c to Annie x



3/1/1917 Moved off 1,15 pwm. for new wagow Lines, near border of
Belgium x For the first time the weather was warm § sunny
for the shift x Tvip 3/ hrs x As usual in taking over from
Tomwmles (in this case 112th Battery, Seth Division) the
billets were filthy x Great aevoplane activity, several bits of
shells g bullets falling in our Lines x Taking advantage of
temporary absence of our planes, a Hun atrman made a dash
at one of our observation balloons at Polnt Nieppe; § fired his
machine gun at it x The two observers came down L their
parachutes; so far as we could observe, the balloon was
undamaged § the observers Landed safely x Our Anti-
aireraft guns gave Huw lively time; but he did not stay long
x We are right alongside R € dump x

3/2/1917 Fatigue work all day x R x shelled; no-one hurt x Many
Happy returns to all the ‘“Marches” x

3/3/1917 R x again shelled; a bivvy hit none hurt x Cold § dull x
Plctures evening x Have obtained piano for mess room x 1/C
fodder for a week

3/4/1917 (Suwdag) Stitl cloud § sunshine; 12 Moti,dm{j, YMCA service
evening x Awm reading “Hard Tlmes” (quite appro!)

3/5/1917 ¢old § dull; Swow commenced to fall early this morning, §
at veveille (wow &) quite an tinch of snwow on grounal x Letters
from Mother (Dec 27 - 31); Kit, Pickles, § paper from Aunt
Amy X



3/6/1917 Cold § dull x Wrote Mother; and acknowledged Liverpool
parcels from Miss Daisg Brice (Wgtn) Miss Hursthouse
Hutt; § Countess of Liverpool friend (Wotn) x

3/711917 Bitterly cold wind all day x Paper from Aunt Amy x Good
deal of grim fire x A N.Z. in the relnforcement camp up the
rondl was struck by a bullet; while sitting in his billet; § was

killed x Accldental ;  expect Parcel socks § mittens from Mrs
Thornton x Howies

3/8/1917 Snow squalls x Letter (17) from F. S. P. Mother (Jan 1 - €
/M) Pickles (2) Twinnlies (also handierchief) (2 each) Kit;
RAY; Aunty; Unele Jack Thornton's, Mrs Blatr, Putty, Hul
Harrison, § Harry Finney x Goodl!

3/9/1917 Beautiful morning; but by wmidday snow squalls were
falling x n forenoon a Hun plane came over our lines §
recetved a hot reception from “Archies” x Heard Later it came to
earth at Armentieres, § was smashed, the pilot dying soon
after x

3/10/1917 Little swow; dull § misty x YMCA band concert by 3rd Aus,
Division ln evening x our tucker has improved, each man
putting tn 2 fr's for extra food x



3111917 Ackmowledged Liverpool parcels Miss Daisy Brice
(Wellington) Mrs Hursthouse (Granny) Hutt, Mrs Leaner
(Wport), § Mrs Hewat (OCamarw); letter to Miss Thornton §
P.0’s to Ray, Hul Harrison; Miss Thornton, Dorothy § Hall x
Fine morning but cloudy x Great plane activity x Two Huns
came over § attempted once more to destroy observation at
Nieppe x Observers parachuted to earth under heavy
machinegun fire x Huns hovered about at great rate &
eventually set fire to balloon; § a minute Later a black
colummn of smoke was all that was left x One of our machines
now came up § chased the Huns x We saw flame break out on
ours, but soon went out § he continued his chase; succeeding
tn chasing enemy home x Own his return bilg rent was seew tn
one of his wings x Heard Later; that a German balloon was
stmilarly dealt with by one of our atrmen, who were
returning; met the two Huns § destroyed them x Papers from
Hall; Kit, Aunty, Bff; § pocketbook from Fred x YMCA at
night x

3/12/1917 Heavy rain at night x § showers during day x Guns heavily
shelled x Letter from E.B, Wrote B

3/13/1917 \wWrote Mother; wet § dull; pletures night x

3/14/1917 pull with rain x Sent BB two handkerchiefs x Paper from Kit
X

31511917 sun shindng; Aeroplane activity afternoon x Wrote Uncle §
Aunty § Annie x

3/16/1917 Lovely morning; afternoon dull x Letter from Aunt Amy;
papers from Kit x



371917 st Pat’s day x § Girt's wedding day x Beautiful sunny day;
aeroplanes very active; Germans more so over our Lines than
usual x Wrote Aunt Amy nspection by General johnston,
who in a short address, said we would soon be in heavy
fighting § tmpressed upon us the necessity of keeping
ourselves § the horses fit x

3/18/1917 (sunday) Fine day; great many of our planes about x Saw
10 coming howe together x YMCA evening x preacher Rev de
Vitre chaplain H M Navy x Text 22nd Luke x

3/19/1917 Bolsterous day; showers night x Wrote Mother x Paper from
KIit; letter EB, X

3/20/1917 Wrote B.B. Snow showers § rain x Very cold X YMCA evening
to hear concert by the “Balloonatics”; of the Royal Flying
Corps x Splendid progravmme on Plervot lines; songs; choruses
§ sletght of hawol x Hearol of success of Somme offensive -
fall of Peronne § Bapawme x

3/21/1917 Pay day; drew 60 frs x Bought present for family § Kit x
Paper from Kit § Aunty x Showery x Persistent rumour
Lloyd George assassinated x

3/22/1917 smow during night § during days snow showers and bright
sunshine x Letter from Effie x Sent parcels to Mother, Kit §
Nell x

3/23/1917 paper from Kit x Flne day x Wrote to Annle; received a parcel
from Annie; bon! x Concert in canteen b Y 3rd Aust Divisiont;
[---er] very good x



3/24/1917 Lovely day; early this morning intensive bombardment;
Germans wmade raid on Otago tunnels; our guns opened up; §
tervific uproar for some time x Went to Nieppe for bath x
Paper from Aunt Amy X

3/2511917 (sunday) C x shelled this morning; § 3 men in cookhouse
wounded X YMCA eveniing x Wrote Thorntons x

3/26/1917 Rain x During last few days artillery wmore active than usual
X E. gun pit has been Kinocked tn § gun damaged x
Steenwerk evening x Wrote Mother

3/27/1917 sunshing, 6.30; 9.20, snwow; raln; 4.20 bright sunshine x

3/28/1917 Poycel from Aunt Amy; acknowledged same; Letter from B,
Wrote BB x Flne day; one of the men wounded few days ago
has died (willoughby) x

3/29/1917 Ratn wmost of da Y x Not much dolng
3/30/1917 paycel chocolate Ra Y x Raln § oLouolg X Hatl x

3/31/1917 Lgtter Mother (27 -29) Aunty Ray, Uncle Jock, Unele Geo,
Annle x Rain § fine x Hail

4/1/1917 pglm, Su:wdag Flne morning x Snow showers (showers)
afternoon x Battery inspected by Genl Johnston x YMCA
song service evening x Two letters from EB x Wrote Holly,
RAY, Muriel Muir Spinster’s Club, wellington



4/2/1917

4/3/1917

4/4/1917

4/5/1917

Fall snow during night x § squalls during day x Wrote
Mother § E®B x Papers from Eff x Owne of our ‘planes
descended close to our Lines tn a ploughed field; hao a broken
cylinder; accident x

early wmorning furious snow blizzard raging, continuing
until about 10, whew it somewhat abated x Continued thew at
intervals; but sun shining at 4, § very calm § cloudy x The
worst day we have experienced this winter x Ammunition
continies to be dumped along railway line § must be several
100,000 rounds now, Gquarded bg several machine
(Hotchielss) guns in case Huns attack § fly too low for
“Archies” x

Letters from Mother (Feb 4 -11) Effle, Aunty, Kit, Plekles, §
Mrs Gunin X Met John Retdl (Aubreg 's friend); also letter
from Annie (March 23) x Fine but dull x Fth Battery beat
us at football £ - 3 x

Fine day x Baths afternoon x walk with Reid evening x
Bought piece Lace Aunt Amy § Annie x In evening eight of
our machines returned from over Hun Llines x Huns tried to
bring down a balloow by shrapnel x



4/6/1917 cood Friday Year by Easter time since we Left Havre for Les
Ciseaux x Early morning today beautifully fine, § plenty of
planes about x One Hun came right over our lines, taking
matters coolly, § ran the gauntlet of severe antl - atreraft x
First time | have noticed a Huw taking wo notice of such an
attack x A squadron of eight of ours Later on went over Hun
tervitory, evidently on a ratding ervand x Adfternoon showery
X Avaerica at war at Last x Parcel from Jean ingram -
abdullas, sausages, shortbread, sweets; bon, many thanks
Jean x saw Squee Hall, concert in canteen x

4711917 Beautiful day x n evening great aerial activity x saw 21 of
ours together, they hovered overhead for some thme § then
broke tnto two squadrons § went over Huw lines under heavy
fire x one squadron coming back lost a couple by Hun fire;
one fell tn flames; staggered at first thew dived to earth x
Had a long walk with ). Reld x Letters from EB & Jean
ngram; paper Harry Flnney x Wrote Jean x

4/8/1917 gaster sunday Glortous day; aeroplanes busy; [all day]l
thelr incessant hum betng heard from early wmorming x Huw
was part’wuharu{j active; aowtiwuaug coming over our lines;
the balloons were up § down at frequent intervals x Church tn
YMCA evening at de Seul, went with Pete x Wrote Mother §
BB x Letter from Aunt Amy x Ameriea declared war x



4911917 Bank Holiday Yesterday's glorious day gave way to sudden
change, § we awoke this morning to the sound of driving
rain x Showery all day; with occasional snow x n evening
about 7 heavy fall of driving snow; got caught i it at
Steenwerck without coat § had leaky boots x Very pleasant!
Heavy bonbardment divection Arras x

41071917 \weather very changeable; rain 6.30; sunshing; snow showers;
§ at 4 heavy snow squall; with fine evening x Haad walk with
Joe § Retd x Wrote Aunt Amy x Good news from Arvas; 8000
prisoners § between 40 § 50 guns x

4111917 Rain, wind § snow x 13th played No 2 M &.C. football, §
were beaten € - 2 x Continuation gun fire Arras x Papers
from Kit x

4/12/1917 Little snow morning; rest day dull x Good vietory at Arvas,
11,000 prisoners, over 100 field guns § numerous smaller
ones x Lecture at YMCA at de Seul by Chaplain Burridge on
Egypt; very interesting x

413/1917 Fine day, with exception Light shower x Supposed to be
moving out tn few days x YMCA at Steenwerck night, good
concert by Anti-atreraft general headquarters section x
Papers from Kit x Wrote Miss White x

4/14/1917 Fine; papers from Kit x Concert in YMCA hut at oe Seul
evening with reid g Joe x



4/15/1917 Year since landing at Marseilles x Raining all day x wrote
Datsy x walk evening ) Reld evening x Heavy bombardment
on our front, satd to be a blind for Fritz to bring back some
troops supposed to have been sent to Arras x

4/16/1917 Hung ratded last night; not much result x lnoculated x Wet
afternoon § boisterous in evening x Rx shelled this morning
Wrote Mother

41711917 Boisterous day; hatl § snow, squalls § fitful flashes
sunshine x No one feeling too bright as result of yesterdays
tnoculation x Good news continues Arras front x French also
started, 11,000 prisoners x Snow all evening x

4/18/1917 snow all morning; rain following x /e baths party x Good
news Fremeh fromt x We are supposed to be moving out for
tralning on sunday x Letter Mother (Feb 26) x



4/19/1917 A sweet volced blackbird awoke me this morning x Is spring
really coming? Barly morning fine but cloudy x squadron
of nine aeroplanes were manoewvring almost directly
overhead, § were having a great time Looping the Loop,
dashing at one another, turning, diving, ete. it seemed in
sheer exuberance of spivits after several days enforced
tdleness tn the air x Later in morning rain x Letters from
Mother (Feb 18) Twins, Boeus, Wop, Aunt Amy § BB x Also
parcel Aunty - cake, scarf, pen, soap, pencils, ete x Wrote EB,
f.o.c. to Mother § Twinnles § pe to Eeeus x

4/20/1917 Fine, § on warm siole x We are moving out on sunday x
Golng to St Omer for training x Belng relieved by 310th
Battery R P A, 25th Division x Paper Aunt AmY X As some
of our batteries were belng relieved they were shelled by the
Huns x



4/21/1917 Fine x Preparations for moving off tomorrow morning x
Several Hun ‘planes over x Parcels from Kit (chocolate) §
Ethel (choc, soap, toothpaste, face towels, toothbrush, §
sardines x Just the parcel a chap wants for the trek tomorrow x
Many thanks x Paper from Kit x Golng to be rough house
tonight judging from appearances at present (8,25 pm) x
Revellle at 4 tomorrow x Sent Ethel p.c. ack. parcel x While
walking in evening towards Neuve Bglise passed graveyaro
on roadstde, in which were buried men of Strathcona’s Light
Horse, Canadian nfty, King Edwards L.H, Durham Light
Infantry; some of them Rilled tn Aug 1915 x Graves well
Looked after x



4/22/1917 Moved off at # § are golng nenr St Owmer for training x
Reveille 4 am x Beautiful morning; clear blue sky); with
enough “nip” tn atr to make it bracing x Plenty of Hun
‘planes about, § we were interested spectators of the work of
the “Archies” x One Hun very persistent § moved about at his
Letsure x Trek very enjoyable x sp Nature asserting herself
every side x Pastures deep green; hedges bursting bud x
Noticed gardens: narcissus; n few primroses nestling among
its mat of Leaves; also young vegetables springing up x The
dny was one | would have Liked to put tn gardening x Passed
thro’ Merris Pradelle, Strazelle, Boerve, Hazebrouck (a good
clean big city) § pulled up at a farmhouse between HzbR §
gbblinghem at 3.30 (near wallon-Cappel) EB's choc, ete very
good x Billets good



4/23/1917 reveille 2,20, moved off &; beautiful spring morning x

4/24/1917

4/25/1917

Passed thro’ Ebblnghew, Renescure, Argues, skirted st
Ower, Wizernens, Hallines, Esquerdes, Setquedes, pulling
wp at Lumbres about 2 pm x Good trek; wot feeling too good
during day x Lumbres, at first sight looks clean town, with
several pretty chateaus x A hill, covered with serub is to the
south x Gardens look pretty; saw violets § primuroses x
walked tnto garden with violets § buried my nose in there x
Our billet s next to the gewdarmerie Nationale x This
afternoon went by myself into estaminet for coffee x Any
Pang? or burr? No wersieur; bury very [scarcel, 5 frs x An old
lady with white cap § a M'lLse were there x Look very fatiguer
messter 2 oul x | must have looked it with two days growth of
beard, practically no sleep for 2 nights § just come in from g
hrs trek x The old Lady § daughter “parlevood”, § thew former
came to wme § tn effect sato she would give wme bread g butter
Lf tdid wot tell the my comrades, as if 1 did they all would
want it x t “compreed” § had some x Old Lady not a bad stick
x M'lse tells mee other N.Z. batteries bon; Australians

briaands x n this town t have noticed better houses thawn tn
Beautiful spring morning; just Like Nelson x Hope it Lasts x

one of the mornings tLike to be in my garden x Many of
them in the village x went down to station in evening x

Overcast; shower evening x Had walk thro’ village; nice
looking church, decent shops § cafes x London papers come tin
evening at this place as we get them on day of publication x
Wrote Mother, § f.s.c to Aunt Amy x Papers from Kit §
Harry Flnney § pr socks Aunt Amy x /2 holiday x football x



4/26/1917

4/27/1917

4/28/1917

pull early part day; vest fine x /= holiday; football x B team
beat 12th Battery B team 11-0; A team were beaten by A
ditto 40 - 0 x n evening walk round village with Snowy x
Bought plece stake (sic) § had it cooked at an estaminet with
addition of chips, coffee § bread x Red Cross train full of
wounded § sick at station on way to somewhere x The >
trains from Boulogne have a carriage full of nurses x Had a
good squizz at thew x

Fine; tug-of-war evening won by B sub. n evening had feed
2 e9gs, 3 bits brend § butter cup tea 14/ francs x Today was
market day, § the village was {ull of people (mostly old
women) doting their shopping; each one had basket over arm;
good many had bunches of watercresses (sic) x Saw
swallows for first thme this season; they were darting about,
no doubt Llooking up their old “howmes”.

Still grand weather; very warm today x Parcel from Kit
(sweets § tobaceo) § paper Aunt Amy x Sent Kit f.5.¢ X 2
holiday; football tournament continued x 13th beat 11th by &
~ 4, after close § exciting game x Officers also played
colonel’s team winning after plenty of fum x ~~~ Note: our
rations continued small; enough bread, but hardly any
vegetables § nwo margarine at all x The horses have not been
put on a full ration (12 Lb) of oats x Should have. been done
when we came out of the Somwme; if so horses would now have
been fit for the coming “push” x



4/29/1917

4/30/1917

5/1/1917

Weather ditto x Section training x Wrote Mother, Blanche; §
f.s.c. to Aunt Amy tn reply to Letter (13th) from latter x n
evening watched several hundred new Portuguese troops
march tn x The poorest Lot of men have seen; they Looked both
mentally § physically weak; in fact many of them Looked a
few shingles short x Godl help us if we have to depend on the
likes of these x Perhaps they wmay fight a Little better than
they Look; hope so x The offieers carried swords x Portuguese
Let down the Duke of Wellington in Peninsula wars; don't
wonder at it after seeing a sample of thew x In morning
stopped n an estaminet § wrote; w/dslle gave wme cup of
coffee, “souvenir” x “Bercu [eproundncel”(sic) she said to me x

Weather ditto x /= holiday x 13th played 12th for final
Rugby, § after great game won by = pts to nil x 13th only
teame tn 3rdl brigade wot beewn beaten during tournament x
Hot bath in evening

Marie Hermant chez Mme Darsy Tauquin Routes 'Blnes
L'umbres P, 1 - C, weather still glorlous x Spent most
of the day writing in the estaminet where “Marie” Lives x
Wrote to BB, § p.c's to Harry Flnney, Pickles, Annie § Hall x
Parcel from Hall, Noticeo blossom in pear tree - first of the
season x “Marie”, a weat, civil § havd working M’llse, lives at
the estaminet where [ come to do my writing x She tells me (
have “bercu [cpridence] "x




51211917 weather still good x /= holiday; cross country race for 13th x

5/3/1917

In evening watched some Portuguese troops playing football
with some French Kidoies x One of the Portuguese a bit rough
with the Kiddies; so too two or three of our chaps joined tn x
But an old Frenchman who was watching became very
excited, § stopped the boys x Afterwards we found out that he
was frightened our chaps § the Portuguese would commence
“serapping” x In all probability the old chap was right x Note:
our rations are improving; had butter today - first time for
nearly 2 weeks x Also getting vegetables++ both dry § fresh
(onlons, carrots) x Ample supply of bread, cheese § jam x
Food (s dear in town, £,9,, 2 eggs, cup tea, 2 bits bread §
butter 17/ frs; wine 5d large glass x Potatoes very scarce x
Horses have also beew put on full oat ration (12 Lbs datly)
tnstead of 9 Lbs x

weather ditto x Spent most of worning in estaminet “ tn the
corner” writing letters x Wrote to Kit and Pickles x
Afternoon easy x Final road race in evening, 12th battery
man coming in first x The 13th haol about € men in the first
dozew x 25 should have started from each battery, but owing
to mix up one of our men did not run § so we lost a goool
many polnts x As usual met the 7,15 train from Boulogne x



S/4/1917 p at 4,30 to be inspected by General [Plumer] x Beautiful
morning, § heard the wotes of a cuckoo for the first thme this
season x The weather continues warm; hard to think that
about fortnight ago we were experiencing snow weather x
Seem to have jumped at one bound right from winter into
suwmmer x Sports tn afternoon; concert in evening at General
hendguarters § presentation of prizes by Colonel Standish x
12 Battery) wow cup for most points b comptns during week
X Trabn n evening; saw some more nurses x Weather ditto x
Moving out on sunday x Sent f.s.c. to Mother x

5/5/1917 still fine x Preparing for moving off tomorrow x Pay day;
olrew 40 frs x Look round village evening x



5/6/1917 Left Lumbres at € am x Took sawe route as coming, §
occupted same billets at wallon Cappel x High wind in our
face all the way; very dusty, but otherwise weather good x
Reacheol billet about 4 pm x Can hear the guns once more x
Bveryone sorry to Leave Limbres x Perfect weather; § stay
was wove bn nature of holiday than anything else x Horses
picked up immensely x it is the best village the artillery have
been yet camped in x Ruite Like being back to civilisation x
Clean streets, good estaminets § shops, some [fine] private
restodences ; everything points to place being prosperous little
one x A told population 2000, with 60 estaminets; all latter
tiled floor § generally spotlessly clean x Saw the train come
in every evening; quite a little break tn the monotony of
things; usually three came tn between 7 § #.30; the last one
bringing english papers x Blg run on the French Paris ones
by inhabitants x Felt as if we have been holiday making; §
have come to the end of them x Adiew Lumbres! UlL often
think of your [triml little gardens, nice Kiddies, § beautiful
weather!



5/7/1917 Moved off at € tn beautiful weather x Same route as coming x
Pulled up at 2,30 at a place between Doulieu § Streenwerck x
Dlner in a wayside field x Soon came within sound of
firlng § also anti-alreraft x Early in evening tervific
bombardwmt along wide extent of front commenced § lasted
several hours x Fritz was sending over at one particular spot §
a barrage of shrapnel - about 2,30 this [roar] § we could see
bursts - too quick for for them to be counted x walked to
Steenwerck § bought tea cover for Mrs Thornton x Billeted in
barn, 1 struck the only bedstead x Here for only a day or two;
RXx going lnto action this evening x Slight shower evening -
first stnce we left over a fortnight ago x Noticed great
increase n growth of everything; trees now in blossom §
trees in leaf; buttercups and datsies in fields x

5/8/1917 Rain during night, § this morning; will do a Lot of good x
Letters fromw Mother (March & - 13) Kit, Pickles, Maurice,
Kot, Matia, Ray, Putty § Uncle (12/15/17) Geo, Miss White;
Annlie (3.6,17) one of Mother’s letters, [ think, has still to
come x Steenwerck evening; bought scarfe (sic) for Pickles;
posted parcel to Mrs Thornton x Falr amount firing



S/9/1917 Lovely fine day x Wrote to Mother § Annle; p.c's to Hall,
Howle; Twinnies, Bry Bassett, Billy Stmpson, Putty; sent
parcel to Piekles x Intermittent firtng x The gun position we
were to have taken over was found occupied by a Tommy
battery x A mess- up somewhere x P.C' to BB, BoyY § Bryan
Brie; letter to Putty x

SIM1917 wWarm day x Rx went tnko action near old position x We are
firlng only in SOS at present x Barly this morning Hun
planes came over our W.L., flying rather Low; hot shelling x
Sent f.s.c. to Unele Geo x Very Little firing x The old people
at our billet have stopped us from getting water at the pump
/-/ says it is getting short x  [Rats] x The people next door
make no objection, so we obtain it there x So we have “abooent”
the place § oget no wore coffee x Some of the “Frenchies” are
the Limit! g will not give us any consideration at all;
whereas others seem to welcome us x In the fields about here t
have seew olol men § women harnessed to rollers rolling the
ground x

SA/117 \warwn spell continues x Paper from Aunt Amy x Sent p.e’s to
EB. Bryan Brie §BoY x CX § L X guns went into actlon x
These nice evenings t come out bn the grass paddock at the
back of the billet § sit under a tree § read § write x Jolly
pleasant x very Little firlng x



5/12/1917

5/13/1917

5/14/1917

Heat quite trying x Working party of 25 men went forwarol
x Aeroplanes active all day; “archies’ going continuously x
Not mauch artillery fire x

very warm; /2 holiday; slept x As usual sitting under tree
in “orchard” x Nuwmerous aeroplanes of ours over Huw Lines, §
are being shelled every now §then x Fritz is sending
“heavies” over in direction of Sailly x ntensive bombardment
in direction Arvas; above the continual rumble, every now §
thew will break sharp upow it sound of an extra “heavy” x
Ruiet still evening; birds singing, § all that sort of thing!
Too warm, so took off undershivt x Am reading “Moonbeams
from the Larger Lunacy (Stephen Leacock); very humorous
x Issued with the real way bread today; brown in colour; taste
very Little difference; Little woister if anything x P.C. to Miss
White x Letter €8 ([-]10) x (possibly shorthand) Heard later
that Fritz was shelling Steewwerck station § dump along
stde our last wi.L.

Heavy showers during night; very welcome to farmers x Still
heavy firing direction Arras wmost of day x Large nuwmber of
our aevoplanes busy tn evening, which is still § fine x wrote

Mother x



S/15/1917 Change tn weather; misty during part of morning x Two of
our planes, apparently having lost their way, came over our
billet flying very low § landed in paddock x tw one of the
machines we could see one of the chaps standing up tn his
“‘car” as if Looking for a place to land x 11th Battery came
into our Lines x Lot of troops coming into district, in ready
for push x Went to Steenwerck in evening x

5/16/1917 Showery x Letter from Aunt Amy (11/15/17); ack. same by
f.s.c x also ack parcel from Auckland Patriotic Assn x

S/17/1917 Letters from Mother (21 - 27 March) Kot (§ photo of
Twinnies) Pickles, Aunt Kate, Blanche, § Miss Guin x dull
§ overcast x wewnt to Doulliew (ste) tn evening with Athol
whitwell; full of Australian troops; some from Bullecourt;
tell stories of hand fighting; tanks said to be wot so much of
A SUCCESS X



5/18/1917 Fine x Sewnt letter to Harry F’ww»eg § p.o’s to Aunt Amy,

5/19/1917

Blanche § Twinnlies x n evening a Hun atrman wmade a dash
at one of our observation balloons; but after firlng a few
rounds, he cleared away to his lines, unoder “archie” five x He
was flying very low when we Last saw him x He was
hovering over vicinity of balloon for some mins, before
making the attack, § it is satd that he was flying our
colours x The observers jumped out in thelr parachutes §
appeared to land safely x within half - an hour the balloow,
which did wot descend for some time after the attack, was
again ow duty x Nowe of the other six or seven balloons in the
viclnity took any notice, § “carried on” x Large number of
our machines patrolling during evening x

Flne x Doulleu with Athol whitwell in evening x Crowoulds
of Australians tncluding 4th divsn who are said to have been
badly cut up at Bullecourt x Went off fodder room ow to Lines
X



512011917 Warm day; went for ride in morming x A chureh service for
Australians was being held tn an orchard kinee deep in Lovely
grass; table for chaplain covered with Lunion jack on which
were several bottles of spring flowers x Men in Khaki formed
round table x Very pretty scene; bright colours of flag §
flowers pretty contrast with green grass x Got very thirsty on
rioe (with Porter) but failed to get a drink at several
farmhouses; rather an unusual thing tn France x Great
Usual aerial activity on our part x Wrote BB x 1/ horse
plequet x

5/21/1917 Fine; grazing morning; saw 3vd Dlvision Australians on
march x Sent diary § letter to Annie by chaps going own leave
X Moving wW.L. tomorrow x Heavy bombdmt during night
direction Arvas x Colonist § Summary Harry Finney x



5/22/1917 Rain during night § most of forenoon x Moved off to new
W, L, at Nieppe x taking over from 27th Aus battery only
bare number of horses § men for wagons came; remainoer
men § horses going elsewhere ~ believe arrangement only
temporary x Whew we arrived at w.L, Australians found not
to be golng out till tomorrow x Seem to be another mess - up,
as we could easily have remnined at olo W.L. until tomorrow
x Our aevoplanes patrolling tn front of our balloons all day;
Fritz gives them shells regularly x A balloow is just a few
hundred yds from us x Took over from 27th Aus, battery
3ro Division x

5/23/1917 Fine x Slept alongstde drain, with an overhead covering x
During night one of our aeroplanes came past with bright
lights burning x Rather an uncanny sight to see the Llights
dart glowing thro’ space; accompanied by whirr of motor x
Easy day x Wrote Mother x watched balloon “up the rond”
come down x Blg tangle of ropes x (Method of running the
balloow to it’s shed: sand bags, ete) x



5/24/1917 Fine x Parcel from Aunt Amy; ack, same x Great aerial
activity on our part x tn evening six of ours must have
[expected] Fritz x They were manoewvring in position for the
best part of an hour; several times coming under extremely
heavy shell fire x Thew they would come out of range § hover
about for a bit, § thew off to Fritz again x Later tn evening a
solitary Hun sailed over our Lines in Leisurely manner, until
the firing became too hot x One of our machines patrolling the
balloon near our Lines was followed Fritz on a parallel line
but at much Lower height x Bvery now § then he would put
his machine gun onto the enemyy; we could see the flash §
“spurt” of the bullets as they left the gun x This machine was
bout 3000 ft up; Fritz 9 or 10 x

5/25/1917 Fine § warm x P.C, from EB; wrote EB, Fritz has been
getting on to our pits § vieinity x Today he hit a house full
of 18 polr amntn: it is still golng off! (about 10,000 rounds)
x also hit a disused pit not now n use x Our aeroplanes
active as usual x O,C, made a major x | should be going on
leave in € or 9 days, providing it is not stopped x ndications
polntto “push”in this vicinity coming shortly x

5/26/1917 Birth of Queen Mary - God save the queen! Fine x went to
dentists in afternoon § made apptmt for Mownoday x A couple
of Fritz alrmen come over the first for several days x 1/c horse
plequet x Paper from Aunt Amy x



512111917 Awakened 3 am by gas alarm x Wind highly dangerous;
strens blowing § bells ringing x gas did not reach us x
Bnemy aeroplanes ‘ Visits becoming more frequent x A good
deal of mutual big gun fire going on x Saw one of our
amntn dumps 9o up; concussion made our bivwy creak, §
saw flash § huge volume of thick black smoke followed x Our
wagons which went up to gun position evening had werry
thme; guns were being heavily shelled when they arvived §
matters were n Little exciting for time being x After darkness
good display fireworks! Aeroplanes going thro’ space; Fritz
sent up some big flares /-/ big ball of fire, § hung suspended
tn atr for quite long time; also string of lights, four or five at
a thme following each other in rapid succession x Enemy long
range gun rangting on one of our balloons; got rather close x
The observers came dowwn tn parachutes, but the balloon
remained up for quite another hour x Fine § warm x



5/28/1917

5/29/1917

Fine § warm x Wewnt to dentist at Steenwerck § had tooth
stopped x Heard of a bit of quick road making x Sowme heavy
guns had to get in position in Ploegsteert /-/ no wetalled

road for caterpillar x Thirty wotor lorries full of metal were
obtained; as they emptied metal a vond roller followed, § in
about 3 hrs (according to my tnformant) over a wile of rond
was formed § the heavies were thew able to get to their “possey”
X Wow 25Fr at 2-up /7 ‘A" Battery, 155th
Bode (?) R, F.A, are camped in the same paddock as we are /-
/ or yather have thelr w, L.,

pull § fine x Sent f.s.c. to Mother x Intense bombardment for
short time during night x Still lively at our guns x ------------
// Tanks: From what | have heara from chaps
who were there, Arras battle Tanks except for the first day,
have not beew the success they formerly were x the Huns are
said to have dug pit for theirs under the barbeo wive, § also
haot guns in thelr front Line to knock them out x On one
occasion it is related several tanks were to have supported
Aust, infty tn an attack, but only one arrived, rest having
missed thelr way x | should fancy there is some truth in the
statements, as newspaper reports have Little mention of them x




5/30/1917

5/31/1917

6/1/1917

Fine § dull x Slouch hats g bandoliers called tn; now have to
wear our tin hats!; sure sign that soon something will be
“doing” Quicet day x unfavourable conditions for atr
reconnaissance

Fine x n evening took amumunition to gun position at
Romain (?) X quns everywhere; all caltbres x (sic) Great
deal traffic on roads x Our position has beew severely shelled
x The guns are just inside a hedge along which a voad runs x
while coming back (about 9,15) a Hun aeroplane attacked §
burnt the balloon near our W.L x The same owne, or rather the
same section as was burnt in March x Of a sudden heavy
“‘archie” fire § on Looking up saw Huwn close to balloow; as he
passed he fired a volley; turned § came again § did ditto;
and yet again x The balloon was wnow alight § quickly
burned § Fritz wmade for home amid a torvent of shells §
machine gun bullets x Coulol see the flash of his [quick-
quarter] as he used it x Very daring, § he took big risk x
Usually we have several machines patrolling; but evidently
Fritz was awatting a favourable opportunity, as the sky was
clear of ours when he come over x He chose his thme well - just
dusk, and was close to balloon before the “antis” opened on
him x On way up to guns saw armoured engine drawing
ammunition x Great system light railways running right

PASt Some aun plts x Dumps aolng up nearly every dau x
The balloow destroyed last night was replaced today by

another x Two of our chaps Mc Causland § Reading were
wounded at guns today x Wrote Mother x (A balloow costs
about £700) x A dump went up at New Eglise (?) today; said
to have been 160 casunalties x



6/2/1917 Shifted guns to prepared positions on Hill &3, tn veadiness
for attack on Messtines x Letters from Uncle Geo (28/5/17) §
B.C, § paper Aunt Amy x I/c horse Lline picquet x “Heavies”
fairly active x The “possy” / we / (sic) evacuated tonight was
well shelled during day x Br Marshall said to be badly
wounded x Flne x

6/3/1917 Birth of King George V God Save the King! Church service at
Church Army hut evening x Another attack own our balloon
this evening x Soon after nine, whew our patrolling ‘planes
had gone home, a Hun suddenly appeared , and commenced
spitting bullets whew some distance from balloow, all thwme
approaching rapidly x Exit the two observers x Archies opened
§ put barrage round balloon x Fritz did not walt to wmake
second attevept but went howe tn the moonlight x Observers
landed at La Bizet x Was wear their camp whew they came
in, § were loudly cheered x one of thewm was “up” for the [x]
first time x Good deal of artillery firing x One of our men
Bomb, Wallls got “backsheesh” tn leg x Received parcel from
Miss D Bayley, Okoroire, Watkato this aftn women's Pat,
League x Thanks x Ack same x



6/4/1917 cas alarm about 3 am X At reveille (5,30) very strong smell
tear gas; wmaoe us weep a Little x Hot thme on our front
durlng night, Fritz putting over “stuff” “all the thme”,
bnelude- tng tear § gas shells x Chaps had wmasks on for
several hours x During day our gun position heavily shelled
x While a nuwber of our chaps were sheltering in a trench a
shell Landed there Rilling outright Fred Cruickshanks,
wounding Bomb, Miller, § “shocking” two or three others x
“‘Crulcky” was a very fine chap x During night a ‘plane,
painted black g said to be one of ours, landed near guns x it
was reckoned that a Huw [--1 spy came over in it, § later tn
day awn alleged spy was apprehnended by Joe Bristow x During
day, Hun busy shelling Armentieres whew he set fire to a
factory wear railway station) and railway station Ballieul;
also roads x we Our big guns also busy x Met Bill Switzer
evening x The balloon had 3g bullet holes tn it x



6/5/1917 Fine x During afternoon gun fire from our side became
greatly intensified § as night wore on even more so x The
horizon was oo heavy with smoke; and the moon rose full §
red x One of our heavies close by makes a nolse Like several
ratllway trains tearing along x Fritz was also doing a bit of
long range firing x Several of his planes come over x Rather
quicet day for aeroplanes x Pay day; drew 20 frs x —--------- // -
--------- Talking to old Lady in coffee house: when Allemand
came did they treat You all vight x “No, took things; no pay
for them x “Officers ? Ugh! the said the old man making o
gesture of stooping below a fence so as wot to see the men
thieving x “Plenty zig-zag” said the old lady shutting her
eyes § sworing loudly indicating that Allemand plenty
drunk § sleeping off effects x



6/6/1917 Fine but dull x Three of our men wounded today /-/ Beau
badly at the guns; Joe Stewart, also badly § Bevan x Joe was
coming along Nieppe road from the baths, whew shell struck
building alongside of the party, Joe getting it in the back,
also Bevan x Huns shelling Nieppe all day); this evening saw
a wunber of refugees about our camp watting to return to
their homes whew firing ceases x Rather sad sight old man §
woman § Youngster x Big fire vicinity Armentieres x Letter
from E.B; ack same x Few slight showers evening § several
peals thunder x Hope to get leave within o week x Beau has
since died of wounds x Tried to get news of Joe, but he has
been sent away from the Hospital where he was first taken x



6/7/1917 At 3 oclock this morning tervific bombardment commenced,
lasting for some time under cover of which our infantry
(N.Z.) advanced § took Messines x Just before 3 am one of
our aeroplanes came from divection of front line § suddenly
showed three Llights x mmediately two big guns boomed out
alimost stimultaneously followed directly by hundreds of our
guns § huge explosion x Shook the earth x A fatr nunmber of
prisoners have been taken so far; saw a few of thewm x very
Little firing; a stunt rest of day until afternoon § evening x
Letters from Mother (April 3) Kit, Ray (2) ffle, Miss
BUrke, Miss Young, Mrs Angus, Una Garlick, Miss Guan,
Aunt kate § Hul Harrison x Bonsot!



6/8/1917 [ntense firing still going on x News from front lines
tndicates that things are going well for us x Good winmber
prisoners x It is related that a batch of Hun prisoners captureo
by our boys were kept with their captors, made to advance
with them § help to dig in! owne of our chaps who went over
with one of the waves of infantry came across some Huns in
dug out; they threw up hands g said “we no shoot” x Armed
only with a spade our chap smacked one over the head
shifting his helmet first so as to get a better crack at him!
Towaros evening firtng became even hotter § it is satd the
Germans are counter-attacking x Horizow just a mass of
shooting flames x Dozens of our aeroplanes, but [some] of
Huns [--- --- 1 x our guns (13th) fired between 1000 & 1300
rounds Yesterday x Letter from Uncle Geo x Wrote Beeus x

6/9/1917 Fine x very Little firing during da Y x



6/10/1917 This morning came up with a working party to build pits at
Messines for guns to move forward x Am now waiting on hill
to go forward § commence x (am going ow leave on 13th) x
The hill has been well shelled, trees shattered § branches
everywhere x But Wood not nothing like devastation of for
tnstance Delville or Mametz Wood x Fritz is now sending o
few over which are bursting a Little distance away x Later
(under Messines Ridge) x wWe are now digging gum pits
wnder Messines Ridge just tn front of what were our seconol
line trenches x The Huns trenches first Line were just over
crest of Ridge § ours were in some [--1 not more that 0 Yds x
At this particular spot however they were further apart § Fritz
Looked down ow them! from that eminence, § could plainly
see all our movements, Hence the necessity for driving him
out x



6/11/1917 As showing accuracy of our artillery fire the hill down to
Fritz [good long treneh] Ls stmply ploughed up § shattered
beyonol description, while just below is green grass which app
apparently has not been touched x Messines ttself stmply
doesn't exist x A post pillar or two of what was the tnstitute is
standing x Right along the hill is desolation pure § sbmple x
we had to seurry for shelter several times during day, § on
occasion as shells came over § we had to put on our
respirators; several of chaps sea sick afterwards x Fritz sends
them over Ln o wealke shell case, which bursts § sends out the
fumes in clouds § along the rotten stuff [fumes] x He put
several over about every hour x While sitting tn our pit
having tea nibbling with an “army cake” § wondering whew
would be in Blighty, slap, bang, crash came three right
among us before we could move x Oh erikey x Worked until
about midnight x A tervific bombardwment began x we were
right in front of wost of guns § got full benefit x Fritz also
replied briskly x we could not hear each other speak so lowd
was woise; only advantage we could not hear / Huw shells
falling near us! Men’s nerves were never made to stana such



6/12/1917 Shifted W.L to Neuve Eglise in open paddock x Golng hard
all day guiding up the wagons x Heavy thunder § rain
storm soon after arviving, a flash of Lightening killed capt
Privamer Fth Battery (vet) § injured several others; only
about 20 yds from where we were x Huns shelled Bailleul sid
§ duwmp also about the lines [and left thelr marking] the
shell striking farm house § killing old woman § baby) and
two kiddies; who [were got out [Ditto] the notse] x Shell of
Batlleul road caught two lorries Flnish lorries x x tn another
big shell hole saw a dead fowl x went to Reinforcement Camp
[------- 1to [-----1 leave x Hurrah! Hurrah! x Bill Milne killed
in our pit today x)



6/13/1917 Just before time for train leaving for Boulogne recelved notice

6/14/1917

that leave cancelled wntil further notice, Pamn!ll Returned
to Westhof Farm, where immobile section battery tn camp x n
evening went to Bailleul § saw Joe in L.C.C.S, x Looking
pretty good, but piece of havee, shell in his chest x Spoke to
some of the nurses - the first girls of my own Lingo thave
spoken to for about 10 wmonths x Corporal Bond was killed tin
F gun pit this morning § two other chaps wounded x Shell
exploded near pit § knocked it in x Shells fell near
Relnforcement Camp this morning x On way to [Restlines]
saw remains of a train which Fritz had shelled x Flnish
train! Note from Annle aovising two parcels coming x while
tn Bailleul saw a number of whiz-bang trench mortars §
machine guns captured from Germans by Australian
Infantry

Should have gone ow leave this morning, but owing to the
blunder of some tdlot my warrant which had gone to general
headquarters for alteration, did not come back tn time for me
to cateh today's boat x Strafe it x went to Relnforcement
camp § hope to get away tomorrow



6/15/1917 (on Train on way to Boulogne) Left Steenwerck at 3 for
Blighty, via Boulogne x Among my papers was one
declaring, that  was “free from scabies § disease” x Very wice,
thank You x Nawe § destination noted in book, at
Relnforcement Camp; marched to station § tickets examined
by wilitary policeman, Passed thro Baillewl (saw Hun
prisoners) Strazelle (wWhew a few R, B, F, came on to next
station (Hazebrouck) x Boulogwne arrived 9 pm; country
Looking very fine x wWe were marched to billets; where
everything had beew done for the convenience of soldiers:
Canteen, hot Turkish baths § warm showers; boat cruises at
our disposal; plenty of blankets x Slept in a big bldg; had
good sleep; got to bed about midnight x Flne day x



6/16/1917 (Fair: waiting in billet yard at Boulogwe to fall in to march
to steamer) Nice cool morning x Had good sleep tn spite of
hard floov; but have hao worse ones x Haol Turkish bath §
shower before bremkfast; bon! Feel much Lighter in
consequence x Sat on a hot pipe, but really didnt wmind, as
nothing matters now for the next tew days x Big crowould
waiting from wmewn different regiments x (on train to
London) Good trip 1,30mins across [--1 plenty of older boats
§ destroyers dodging about; 2 hrs wait at Folkstone for
train, had beer § ple x Sent telegram to Lncle Geo § ER X
Avrived waterloo 6.15; met by N,C.S.C. officer § taken to
club tn [T having good Look London on way x Had bath
Had couple drinks with sowme Scotties; tried to get taxi for
Liverpool. Statlow; no good x Stopped at N, Z. club for night
§ wot much sleep x



6/17/1917 At 7, awm set out from Liverpool Statiow for tlford x Train or
cab unobtainable; rather too early in morning for small place
like London! walked all way to L.S; interesting walk; saw
many streets § places | had read about x Got to lford £.30;
no conveyances about; still too early! walked to Annie’s §
warmly welcomed x tn afternoon went with Annie § Keith to
Guy's Hospital to see Novah; thew on to Mrs Greew's had tea;
back to tlford; saw visiting another Mrs Green, § back home
to supper x Salad, gooseberries, custard w for wmenl; just the
food ( longed for x Had jolly pleasant day x Hottest day in
London this summer x [Zeph] race in Kent yesterday x we
passed over London Bdge; saw tower, ete

6/18/1917 Very warm x n morning went for walk with Annie §
Desmond in park x went to town met EB § went to
Suzettele] (sic) at Globe Theatre x Very good x Passed over
Westminster Bridge by House Commons x Went out to
walton § back to London § then to tlford x



6/19/1917

6/20/1917

Most interesting day; thanks to Annie x Went to London
morning § sightseeing all day x went over st Paul’s
(Nelson) § Tower of London morning, luncheon, & thew over
West- minster Abbey (after sitting out a portion of a service
being held x went to 10 Downing St (not by tnvitation!) §
saw Miss Lloyd George § her “soldier man” return from being
married x Saw Lloyd Geo § Mrs ditto, § the crowould led by
Annie, gave him cheers x § 10 Powning St shabby-looking
z-storied building with not slightest pretension to
architectural beauty, down a side street x Walls cracked; pane
of glass out of front window; window sills need painting
badly - bottowm story windows swt green blinds only; next
blinds § small curtain next green blinds x n front of
restdence a shabby looking lamp x Bonar Law’s dug-out
next door, part of the same bldg, § sbmilar in appearance x
Foreign Office op; fine building x went over Lot of London
on top buses x Saw Mansion House (with pane of glass
missing from a window) § Bank of Eng (one-storied drab
looking place) x Down Fleet St, Strand ete, ete x Jolly fine §

interesting dau x Felt a thrill ao thro’ wee as | stood before
Left Buston 12,5 for Llandudno arriving latter at #.30; met

by uncle x Passed thro’ Rugby, Crewe, Chester; at Latter place
heavy rain to end of journey x Very pretty rural scenery x
Posted  Lletter to Mother at Buston x Both Aunty § Uncle
looking well x Letter from Daisy x



6/21/1917 Fine day x n wmorning went with Uncle to Colwyn Bay per
‘bus x very pretty § enjoyable trip x n afternoon, with Uncle
§ Aunty, [----1 for drive round the Great Orme Grand view
X In evening went to Gardens; § thew concert on [Purn], jolly
good day x Sent Mother § Anne o p.c X

6/22/1917 Fine; wemt on pler § Listened to concert x Left at 2.10 arriving
Buston 10 to #, Ranelagh 11.15 x Good trip down x | prefer
English rural scenes to French; Bnglish hedges § clean -
looking houses, trees, Lanes, ete, very pretty setting x

6/23/1917 \went to London worning; visited clb x Afternoon went to
walton § spent few hours with BB, At walton Station a
gentlemen offered we a ride up to the Hospital x He was Mr
Houldsworth, Unlon S-S, Coy, and knew Willlel x Saw him
last at a conference x Gave me a pkt of green clgs x Good
chap x Passing cemetery at walton noticed grave of Tom
Hudson (son M, P. Motueka) x wmore:- Jabez Balfour of
Liberals [frauds famel, was once interested tn tford, § bullt
evected several butldings x



6/24/1917 yornling went round London with Bert x Lford to Fenchureh
St, then ‘bussed thro Strand, Fleet St, Cannon- St, passed
St James’ Park to Buckingham Palace x Royal Bnsign
flying x Thew on to Hyde Park § Rotten Row, The
“aristocracy” riding in the Row § the crowould watching
thew, remlnds we of a clreus parade! The Row is a track
partitioned off by fence from Park; the riders canter or trot up
one stoe § walk doww the other x Most of women “straddle-
legs” & great “cuts” some of thewm Looked x Great nuwmber of
Officers bn Park x Passed thro’ Park; number of chaps
spouting § arguing x “Christion Bvidence Society;” one chap
was speaking of Christianity, § was to be replied to by an
athelst x Dldn't have thwme to hear both stdes x Passed under
Marble Arch fe Duke of wellington's statue, § wellington
House thew took underground to Livpl St; howme 2 x Wrote
Mother afternoon x Bvening visited Mrs Greew x The walk
thro London very enjoyable x Spuds growing in gardens
front Buckingham Palace x



6/25/1917

6/26/1917

A grand day for the last x with Annie went to Whiteley's
Store, Madam Taussads (sic), Kensington Park, Albert
Meworial (best | have seen tn London) tmperial institute with
tt’s wonderful collection of tndian work, including Royal
presents given during King's visit when duke of Cornwall x
Each part of Ewplre has exhibit, § makes wme realise the
bumensity of It x with Bert § his brother § the Annle § Mrs
Agwnes Green had dinner at Lyons § then Wyndham Theatre
to see Pride of London with Mr Brough § Gerald du Maurier x
Very fine x one scene tn dug out tn France one of the chaps
said only thing to do out here was to wake a “shabby of his
recollections” Left the party at tube § got to Club, where met
Nick Poole § Donovan x Wrote a note to Annie, sent
telegrams to Uncle Geo § Bte Bought at Whiteleys 3 pkt
editions; sSam Weller, Adonals (Shelley) § Nature Thoughts
(Whitman) x

Left Victoria St Statlon about 9 am § Folkstone noon x Goodk
run across x Marched to Camp on Hill x canadian orchestra
gave concert YMCA Hut lounge x camp well arranged x
Reveille midnight, breakfast 12,20, marched off 2,10, left by
train 4, reached Steenwerck station 11 x Went to Battery

w. L, near Nieppe, not far from previous W, L



6/27/1917 Avrived camp before midday x Found letters from Mother
(Apl 18-23) Twinnles Pickles, Miss Thornton, Bry Bassett,
Jean ingram, Aunt Amy § papers from Miss Garlick, Harry
Flnney § Kit x Ack all by p.c. On way Steenwerck evening
met Joe Dickson § Henry Wilson) while away, several of our

balloons were burnt; also a large number of Huns x wWhile
attacking one near our W, L, the anti-atreraft at Steenwerck
brought down a Hun aeroplane, § it fell near our lines x The
chaps rushed the spot § quickly tore the plane to pieces for
souvenirs x Some of the chaps even went so far as to take
souvenirs off the two wounded men, one of whom died Later x
The other had both Legs broken, besioles other tnjuries x An
order came out § few days later making drastic regulations
regarding enemy machines which fell in our lines; anyjone
being found with souvenirs to be Court martialed x (sic)
Abernathy, of the Staff, died of wounds received at Le Bizet

X



6/28/1917

6/29/1917

6/30/1917

Rain all night; fine but dull day x Routine x Fritz firlng at
balloow at intervals; observers descended in parachutes x Also
sent few shells round about our lines x Heavy bombdmt com-
menced towards the north at about # pm x Rain n the
evening x Wrote to Jean Ingram § com., letter to Mother x
Later in evening very violent thunderstorm § vivid
lightening x The balloon, which had not yet decended was
struck by lightening § destroyed x Lightening must have
struck steel hawser x it came down slowly flapping in the
Light breeze § looked just Like huge jelly fish as it wobbled
here § there x What the Huwn fatled to do the electric
disturbance achieved x very heavy rain accompanied storm x
wrote Annie

Fine x wWrote Mother [deseribingl my holiday up to Llby §
Geo's wedding x Next Letter will commence from the abbey x
Dull but fine x

Sharp stunt during evening x Rain all morning; vz holiday
afternoon x More ratin evening x Wrote Joe x L X gun came
out, re- reminder tomorrow x Orders at present are we are to
go back to Westhof Farm x Read At the qate of the Desert
(Oxenham); not much x Comwmenced Paul Kelver (Jerome);
rather Liked it x



7/1/1917

7/2/1917

7/3/1917

pull § ow cool side Heavy stunt in night, § fairly persistent
artillery activity all day in direction Armentieres x Letter
from Annie x Wrote Aunt § Uncle x We are moving out
tomorrow to Westhof Farm x Wrote Joe Stewart

Moved off at 11, § were at Westhof Farm 1 hr Later x Most of
Division are here, § it is said we are to be reserve Dlvision for a
week, or two x We are now out of action x Fine sunny day x
Paper (Aklnd weekly) from Mother x Large nuwmber of
balloons up; @ Huwn or two came over our Lines x Again
shelled balloon § observers dropped “overboard” x

Fine x Durlng night Hun ‘planes came over, § caused a little
excitement x Some bombs were dropped, but not near our Lines
X This morning, near Bailleul, § wot far from us, we
suddenly heard rattle machine gun in sky § next instant
down came a Huw x The machine turned on tts nose § came
to earth tn corkserew fashion, turning round § round x The
victor hovered over his vietim Like some great bird of prey,
ready to flnish off his captor of he showed signs of recovering,
himself x How he swooped § dived! The rays of sun caught
falling machine, § wings showed up Like silver x Glad |
wasn't tn it x Sent p.e.’s to sister, Eceus, WW Swnodgrass,
Billy sStmpson, Nell, Daisy § Hul Harrison x



7/4/1917

7/5/1917

7/6/1917

Showers morning rest day dull but fine x Letters from Joe x
Wrote to joe x /¢ gun park guard x n afternoon helping to
fix up sports ground x

Fine but dull § air much cooler x Sports all day); donkey
steeplechase very funny x In morning a N.Z. alrman flew
over our camp b a tri-plane § gave a great exhibition of
flying; corkscrewing until close to earth, thew next moment
soaring upwards; he would sail along just skimming top of
tents, § do all sort of strange antics x As a chap remarked
“The bally birds ought to be ashamed of themselves!” tn
evening watched dozens of ‘planes returning to Bailleul
‘drome § before golng to roost most of them gave us a “show”
x Thousands of feet up they would corkscrew; reversing by
way of change, § just as we thought they would dash to
ground up serenely again they would go x

Fine x Inspection by new O.C. (Lt,-Col. Falla) x Two or three
Huwn planes came over x Pay day; drew 20 fres x Concert tn
evening x The YMCA have two large Marquees for our use /-/
one for officers § one for men x Note: our rations have been on
the lean side lately § the cooking wot too good x At dinner
time tooay we refused to eat the stew until the O, O. had a
look at it x Expect there will be a change of cooks now!



71711917 Fine x Bivisional Sports x Letters from Mother (Apl 30) Ray,
Effie, Kit § Twinnies § Harry Flnney; paper Aunty X Two or
tree Hun ‘planes over x Met Les Hair § had good Yarn x Wrote
Mother; detailing my Leave trip up to § including 23 June
(saturdn 5) X The Russtans have commenced another
offensive x

71811917 Clhureh parade morning; band tn attendance: Text “Greater
Love hath no Man” ete; very short x Divisional sport rest of
day x during night tervific thunderstorm, with heavy rain §
remarkable vivid Lightening flashes, making night as plain
as day x Never experienced anything approaching it before x
Tent a bit leaky; but it might have been worse! Letter from
Aunnt Amy x Centre X went tnto action rather unexpectedly x
At former position in Ploegsteert x

7/9/1917 Fime but dulbl x Put in for week ¢/c stables x Wrote Twinnles x
R § L X guns went lnto action x Paper “(Mail)” from Mother
X

7/10/1917 Fine; weather still on cool side x Football match evening 1st §
2rol Brigade; 2rol won 3 ~ 0 x Not much of game x Met quite
crowouldl Nelsow chaps — Lemmer, Switzer, Stratton §
Fanzelow, § hao a YAFW X ====mmmmmmeeee Since we kicked up a
shind Y ‘tother dag, our rations have oows’wlembtg tmproved x
Nothing like a “stathering up” oceasionally x



71917 Fine; Y2 hollday x Taking advantage of the clowds a Fritz
atrmen wmade a dash at our balloons § set fire to three of
thewm x Thew he sailed away like blazes x Wrote Annie x x X X
A reading for second thme “The Amateur Gentleman” x
Heard Lot of cheering; it is said that the King passed thro’

toda Yx

71121917 very warm day x We are moving back to w.L. at Nieppe
tomorrow morning x Lots of chaps are reckoning that the war
will be over by Xwmas - and are taking bets on it x

713/1917 Ovdlers for moving today cancelled until tomorrow x Fine day



7/14/1917

7/15/1917

Moved to old WL, (Wagow Lines) this morning x About €
o Violent thunderstorm § vivid Lightening x Flne on start
trek x In evening Huwn aeroplane wmade dash at a balloon but
he turned § fled whew close on a/c “antis” x Lately Hun
atrven have come over the vieinity of our Lines at night
repeatedly on bomb-dropping excursions x Early this
morning, hearing violent anti-atreraft firing § feeling the
earth shake as a bowb exploded, 1 got up § had a Llook at
things x Could hear the whirr of Hun engines, § see the
darkwness being pierced by Little flashes as shells exploded x
Several searchlights x x Long streaks of light shooting
across heaven at endl of which a big silver disc; This felt §
searched the sky for raiders x now going Like some huge
tentacle the light went backwards g forwards ever searching
§ feeling for enemy x One moment dead pause or if quarry
found; thew would creep backward, now thrust forward, one
minuteto right § then to left x Crash would fall bowb; out
would bark the archies, and spit machine guns x Then noise
of engines recede; to come again some ming later; § ditto

repeats! Several of our own machines in Llight [ourninagl were
Rain during night; but fine all day x Service n Church Hut

evening x Parcel (§ note enclosed) from Mother (cocon §
bovril, sweets § o tobaceo) x Good x Paper from Aunt Amy



7/16/1917 Fine x Large number of our balloons (22) in sight x Patches
of clouwds tn afternoon, § Fritz took advantage of these good
conditions to have a shot at our balloons x About 4 the one
near our W,L. was attacked, the atrman darting suddenly
dowwn from above a cloud x Our antis got on to hinme
bmmediately § appeared to get him bustled x He was flying
low § put a few rownds into the balloon without effect; thew he
shot off tn direction of other balloons, but not with no success
beyond forcing several observers to jump out tn their
parachutes x Owne Landed alongside our Lines, none the worse x
Later in afternoon another Hun dived among several of the
balloons § set one on fire x Seven or eight observers jumpent
overboard x Bvery day Fritz has shot at balloons with his
long range gun x Wrote Mother, detailing my trip up to
Llunechtime on Movwlag (25th) x

TATINT warm day X n evening went for swim tn canal x Letter from
Annle x Bld not kinow until this evening, whew [ saw our
guns at work, that we used guns against Hun balloons x



7/18/1917

7/19/1917

7/20/1917

Letters from Mother (Mag 15 - 20) KIit, Aunty, Pickles,
Mrs Ambridge, g Joe (2) § photos x Parcel from Annie (cake,
apples, Brazil nuts, § sweets - good O1) x Ratn showers most
of day x Wrote Annle § p.c. to Joe x In evening went i/c &
horse team to move “B” gun to new position x Got howme about
midnight; good deal of rain § returned wore or Less wet x
Ronds full of shell holes § took a bit of good driving to get
thro’ x B tn the direction of N, heavy stunt; could hear
nothing, on a/c strong wind; but for miles along the front the
cloudy horizow was just one long quivering line of flame x
Occasionally a deeper glow would show up behind the clouds,
as awn extra blg bust or explosion took place x Red lights
(sos) from German lines going up, alse flares x Picking
our way thro’ darkness the flashes would at times show us the
way § helped to avold running into shell holes x When home
we sat round Annle’s cake, two bottles of stout, ano a small
plece of candle, and so finlshed up our trip in quite good style
X The cake came tn good O! x

Fine x The heavy firing of last night continued throughout
the day § night x n evening, just as dusk was falling, a
Huw ‘plane flew over our Lines x Not seen by atreraft guns till
close by us; flying low x “Antis” got going well § drove Fritz
off; who however dropped several bombs tn our vicinity, but
not close enough to cause any damage x

Fine x Nothing much doing beyond continuation of artillery
bowmbardment x



7/21/1917

7/22/1917

7/23/1917

Fine x Very Little firtng x Falr amount aerial activity; one or
two of Fritzs came over x %= holiday x Pay day; drew 35 {r x
Letter from Uncle Geo 16/F/1F x Wrote Joe x

Beautiful day x Church parade morning; band in attnonece x
Sermon from 160 Matt, Lazarus § Bives x /= holiday
afternoon x Wrote Mother, concluding my Blighty trip x
Great aevial activitg X

Flne x When gun crews changing over last night there was
heavy enemy shelling, most of the 3rd Brigade being given a
turn x The 4th Howitzers had a 6 gun blown out x Went to
baths (Pont Nieppe) tn afternoon; sinee my last visit the town
has beew severely shelled x The gun positions were again
shelled this wmorning x Wrote Mrs Ambridge; I/c plegquet x n
eveniing six Huwn planes came or attempted to come, over our
lines, but were driven off by our antis, § by five of ours who
satled after them; but Fritz had too good a start § did not
wait to give battle x This is the first occasion t have seew so
many enemy machines come over together x Later another
one made a dash towaros us, but the antis turned him back x
Good deal m‘ciLLerg aot’w’utg all olag X



7/24/1917 Fine x In morning went with horses to be dipped; some of the
mules very stubborn § took Lot of persuading x Got back to
camp about 1,30 x Took off rest of afternoon until 4 x Lay in
padoock § had sleep x Evening went to Steernwerck (sie) §
got book (“Betty Lawne”, by Zane Grey) from Y.M.C.A,
Library x Fair amount artillery activity x No good for
aeroplane observations x Latest yarw is that N. Zealanders
are going to Messopotamin (sic) for next winter! x We have
been warned against new kRind of gas shell; saio to smell
stmilar to garlic: effect: bad for eyes, and nauseating x f
one’s body comes in contact with the shell hole the portions
touching it come out in blisters x Three Tommy) officers were
the first to be gassed by this stuff, and a couple of N.Z.F.A,
who examined a shell hole came out tn blisters x More Hun
hate!



71251917 showers; cloudy all day x Little artillery fire x n evening
went to see N.Z Divisional Entertainers at Nieppe x Very
good x First part pletures thew Pierrots x Opened in scene
from one of Hills Maori operas; scenery not bad; electric light
effect goodl x Very enjoyable x The halls is in shell aven, §
buildings round about have suffered x Good orchestra x Hara
to realise while in hall that war was on x Part of roads very
muady X ---------- /) mmmmmmmeen (one of the silly things we had
to do (reo-tape | suppose or lack of common sense on part of
“Heads”) ! Whewn out, etther walking or riding, on hot
summer’s day, we have to wear our tunics § bandoliers) why
tn the nwawe of goodness we can't go tn our shirt sleeves?
Awnother of the Little pin pricks we have to put up with in this --
- (sic) army x More constderation s given to shining boots
§ buttons thaw to our food! x



7/26/1917 Fine, but dull x Jack Retd came to see me; arranged to meet at
Nieppe in evening; but he was out whew | came along x just as
t was turning in got orders to take & - horse team to Battery
posy to remove gun which had been dawmaged during day by
enemy shells x Good trip; § got back sometime after
midnight x Heavy firing, one long continuous flash
denoting big bombardmt x No shells came over tn our
tmmediate vicinity; saw a dump go up - big red flash x Great
aerial activity evening counted 30 or 40 of ours; also over 30
balloons x Huun burst a 9 - inch shell over our Lines tin
attenpting to hit balloon x We scatted as the pieces whistled
AMONG US —----------= /-- Ploegsteert (evidently lost his way);
star shells; vivid flashes from bombardment; dodging shell
holes; bursting shells some way off x

7/27/1917 Fine x The last few days our gun positions h beew shelled at
intervals x Yesterday part of the cook house got in the way of
one; result minus a few domestic appliances x € gun was
damaged § put out of actlon x We have now only 2 guns out
of & tn actlon x A working party which went forward this
morning to butlo new gun pits had to run for it several
times x Matters are getting decidenly warm x Up to Late
afternoon the heavy artillery bombardment along a road
front continued x I/¢c plequet x



7/28/1917 N, Z,, mail x Letters from Mother (Mag 29 - June 5) Kit,
Plokles (2) Kol § Matia, Howie, § Putty x Had just settled
myself under a tree to write § read § smoke whew t was tolol
the watl had arrived so off | went hot haste § got my budget x
Had the whole afternoon to enjoy them x Tres bow! x Wrote to
Miss Gunn X Very warm x Sent p.e’s to Kit, Twinnies,
Pickles, Howie § Putty x n evening took & horse team § G.S.
wagow to Loao waterial for new position on right of
Ploegsteert Woool x Calm night, 22 wmoon x Started at 7.45;
back soow after 1 am x Good deal firing going ow, altho’
nothing came very near us x Our own guns thick on nearing
our “posy” § they were firtng good deal x All along horizon
quivering flashes of flame x Alr was thick with shell smoke
x Aeroplanes overhead, § every now § again little jets of
flame high up showed “archies” were bursting x Flares § star
shells; qermans have very brilliant flare; goes high up
hangs for Long time x Shooting flares also going up; boom of
guns; whistling of shrapnel havee x Setting moon showed up
red x On way home Fritz heavily shelled divection
Avventieres, § set fire to building, throwing up oe red atow



712911917 Spon after breakfast sky tn the North banked up dark,
clouds, § in Little while we could see ourselves tn for a good
storm x Sky later became intensely wild ~ looking a kind of
yellowy- black x Thunder claps; vivid forked Lightening
which zig- zag from heaven to earth x Sowe of the flashes
were of a bright plnk colour § ran along ground x Then
heavy rain x Rotten kind of day; would have beew just the
day for a good Loaf if at howme; but under our conditions not
much tn it x Hun heavily shelled Pont Nieppe § Armentieres
during morning; lull tn afternoon on our section; [--] still
golng strong in Flanders; a few nights ago the N, Zlors on
our sectlon attacked the sugar works with success, but Later
told to retive x [ am told that they sent for artillery support,
which for some reason was wot forthcoming x Com. Letter to
Mother x

7/30/1917 Showery x Parcel of chocolate from Miss M. ward x Many
thanks x tn evening went up with ammutn to guns x only
little shelling x one of our horses got tnto a ditch § delayed
us for a time x Home about 12.20; biscuits § cold stew for
supper X At ammunition dump met Geo. Chapman of
Nelson x Artillery fire slackened during morning, but for
rest of day very intense x The fives tn Armentieres started on
Saturday evening are still burning fiercely; counted five
separate ones x



7311917 Fine but dull, turning to rain in evening x Artillery firlng
all day x An advance along big front is reported; our chaps
ave said to have again taken the sugar works, § hold agwnst
five counter attacks x n a misty rain soon after tea a Hun
acroplane flyjing so low the black crosses ow his machine were
plainly vistble, came right over our Lines x He must have lost
his way, as a man was seew standing up § leaning over x
Our “antis” were slow in getting on to him; but wo dowbt the
hazy weather conditions were responstble for that x There was
some good shooting when we did open out x He seemeed to get
away safely x Finished letter to Mother x

8/1/1917 very wet day; mud § slush galore x Hardly any shelling to
speak of x Ack. Miss ward’s bar of choc; § sent p.c’s to Cora
Mac,

8/2/1917 \wet, miserable day); wp to our necks tn mud § slush x Goodt
news in paper from Flanders “push” x Today the artillery fire
has been practically wil x “B” sub-section gun pit bivwey
smacked by shell, wounding Sgt davey x /¢ picquet x

8/3/1917 wenther still vottew x Filve papers from Kit; they came in
very handy, as very Little veading wmatter Ls about x

8/4/1917 Mawny happy returns Fred x Three years since we declared war
on Germany x Posted p.c to Fred x

8/5/1917 \wrote Mother x First fine day for a week; sun very welcome x
Changed over to the guins x



8/6/1917 ot to guns about 10 pm last night; fired a stunt (6o
rounols) until 12,45; thew to bed x Just as we were dozing off
alarm gas § we had to put on our resplrators x Soon passed
over x Thew, got again to sleep; but at 2,30 had to turn out to
“strafe Fritz x Our gun pit is out in the open, cunningly
hidden by two trees, with camouflage covering x Our sleeping
posy is a conerete dugout, § should be safe so long as no
divect hit x There ave only four of us x Hao to do a two hours
guard x Got up at 9 § cooked breakfast x Shower during
day; going fairly strong all day x Papers (3 bundles; from
Kit x Sent over a shell for ++ x Book & paper from Aunt
Amy x Boiled rice today; nearly filled pot, thew some water x
The bally stuff swelled so that had to continue adding water,
§ before long every bally saucepan was holding rice!



8/7/1917 29 today! When we finished our stunt soon after 12
midnight t found a parcel from Annie, § Letter from Joe
Stewart g parcel of shirts x Annie’s parcel choes, brandy
balls, tomatoes, nuts sardines, salmon § a jar of real
raspberry jam! What O! Told the chaps my cousin sent it,
but they reckoned it must have been from my “best girl” x For
breakfast this morning we had fried bacon, bread § butter §
raspberry jam, cheese, cold boiled rice with je jam, § finished
up with sweet § cigarettes x Breakfast about 11 am x A few
shells Lobbed near us during last night x Had some wine at
night in celebration of Da Tag! No dinner, except a snack of
rice; at night roast lobn mutton, new spuds French beans,
fried § boiled onions, biscuits, cheese, raspberry jam, bread,
tea x At night two bottles wine tn honour birthday x Usual
stunt at night x



8/8/1917 ot up 11,15 § had breakfast; bacown, fried bread, jam, cheese
ten; dinner fried wment & beans; tea, cocon salmon, biscuits,
jawm, butter, stewed apples x Thunderstorm evening § heavy
shower rain x Parcel from Joe Stewart; sent p.c to Aunt Amy
§ Annie x We are moving our guns forwaro tomorrow; some
went tonight x No stunt tonlght x While our guns have been
on the Le Bizet sector we have beew strafed occasionally § D
guw especially has had to move several thmes x We ave now
under camelflange (sic) with good concrete dug- out to sleep
tn x [Pivotal] targets L7 Aux AP, a;s. R Zero Line o
86,30 R, 5, D 4300 Day “250L - 5D 4450 S,0.S, 13,40
L #2.50 R -- 4900

8/9/1917 showery x Fritz was shelling on our left § rear all day; all
we got were splinters x No stunt last to night x we moved out
at about 9,20pm for old position at Messines, where we will be
temporarily attached to a Tommy Brigade x



8/10/1917 (Lnder Messines Ridge) x Arrived here about midnight x
Found pits under water § some of thewm knocked about x
Since was here nearly 2 wmonths ago the position has been
well smackeo x We had wot been here long when we had to run
for it x Trenches had over foot of water in them; § we had to
slither dowwn them to get shelter x We found a dug out with a
wire bed tn it, well flooded x Ow this four of us crouched until
things quictened down x | was the only one with cigarettes §
as they were being passed round, they fell thro’ the only hole
n the wire tnto the water unoerneath x Great sorrow! We
carteod ammunition most of night barbed wire shellholes §
went to bed at 4,30; two of us slept on the single wire bed; two
others in pit x The position is a falr rotten one, § we won't be
sorvy if our stay s Limited x we were supposed to relieve an
Australian Battery further along the ridge, but they cannot
get out for mud x Under shell fire all day x No bon! Letters
from Annie and Aunt Amy x



8/11/1917

8/12/1917

8/13/1917

Sent p.c. to Mother; also one to_Joe x A quitter day; fired
about 40 rounds x Not much over from Fritz up till evening
x Now (&) raining heavily x Later in evening, whew carting
ammunition, violent thunderstorm, with heavy showers x
Flash lightening: one solid sheet of flame x Got wet thro’, and
when got to bivvy found it leaking badly, § had wet our
blankets x Fixed things up as best we could § turned in “all
standing” x Up at 2 am for two hours guard x Kind of rotten
sort of night x Yesterday Fritz was sending over a lot of
“Rubber quts™t a new gun, with very high velocity; but Local
effect x Pon't know they are coming till they arrive x One fell
within 10 yds of me but did not explode x Thanks! Two calls
during night x

cuiet day, only a Little coming over during night x Wrote
Mother x Showery x Paper from Aunt Amy x Two or three
retallations during night x // Since
coming to this position the tucker has beew very short x
Hardly any water obtainable, § what ts has the colour of
dirty cocon whew boiled for tea x We wash, shave, § cleaw teeth
out of shell holes x

Fine, but dull x Wrote to Annlie x Nothing much dotng x



8/14/1917 Haol to “go” for it this morning x At about 6,30 was
awakened by crash of shell, § someone Yelling out advising
us to “get” x We “got” x Just as | was bobbing my head out of
the dug-out another shell fell § sent a shower of mud, which |
Just had time to dodge x Then we “went for it” across
country, § pulled up in a fairly strong trench x stayed here
for an hour or so; thew returned only to be again almost
bmediately “strafed” x we took our breakfast with us,
however this tine x Shelling died doww Later on x One shell
fell betwn our pit § “A” sub, blowing in a small dug - out §
burying one of the chaps, who however was not hurt x A
wmiracle he wasn't blowwn to pleces x Puring afternoon several
Fritz planes attacked our balloon x Almost the first shot
from our “Archies” brought dowwn a Fritz; he dived § then
turned turtle x Not far from us x The others thew made off
without getting any balloons; most of the observers jumped
out x Further north we saw smoke § think it must have been
from a balloow x

8/15/1917 Plenty of shelling all round x Dull day with usual showers x
wWe are shooting mainly only ow retaliation, of which we
have fired separate targets, ranging from 9ORT to 25,40 RT;
range 4350 to 4175; also “Australians S,0.S, €ORT 5 Dep,
RASFS X our oWwn SOS 5'Dep, 4075, 13,45RT X We are on
half- rations at the guns, § never get a decent feed x Plenty
of food at W, L. so fault is the Battery's x



8/16/1917 All last night very heavy artillery in Epres sector; we took it
up at 4,45 aw today, § fired close on 1,000 rounds (five
guns) on several different targets x Our firing was only a
“blind” x Later bn morning matters very quiet x ---------- /) ===
———————— Aeroplanes on bombing “pienics” pass over us every
night x Numerous searchlights tn sky, § when picked up the
plane is clearly outlined in the silver light; have to throw off
the searchlight and darkwness pricked tn Little balls of fire as
“Archies” burst x suddenly we hear bang, bang, bang, as
bowelbs are dropped x



§/17/1917 Fine day x n morning Fritz ranged on our position with
[tener] HE § in afternoon he heavily shelled our position x We
vetired “in goodl order” to shelter of trench well on our flank,
where our only danger was from flying bits x After about 2
hours, shelling ceased § we returned to find shell holes all
roundl our gun pits, which however were not damaged x Tis
rather a warm corner x Report thro that we took Lens
yesterday x Today there has beew a famine in cigarettes, as
those ordered yesterday did wot arrive x Hope to get in stock
this evening x Later tn evening (10.30) two shells suddenly
fell among us, followed by others in quick succession x We
again wmade for the trench, staying there till nearly
midnight, when we returned x About 20 of us sat on
fireooard of trench, smoking (smokes had just arrived)
singing § cursing Fritz x The race across country in dark
was exciting § 1 got tangled up tn barbed wire x



8/18/1917 The vemainder of the last night was quiet on our particular
Locality x About 9, shells came over again in our vicinity, §
wounded one of a working party of Australians x Along
with two others, [ was helping him to the dressing station
close handy whew a shell (5,9) fell on the part of the rond we
had passed barely five seconds before x Oh Lorl For & moment
we didnt kinow whether we were on our feet or on our head;
but we very quickly got down on our “mimies” being
covered with clods of flying earth x Bvery piece that hit us we
thought might be a bit of shell; but our luck was in x Fritz is
getting too bally familiar x Remainder of day quiet x Had a
Look over what was once the towwn of Messines

8/19/1917 2ppw: | have just watched a Fritz aeroplane hit § brought down
by our anti-alreraft, from 9 or 10,000 ft up x Came down
turning over sideways, § every now § thew sun would cateh
wings § shine like silver x Came down very steadily § fell
Jjust over ridge x One of our planes came along § hovered over
him until he “owmped” x Later tn day another ‘plane came
down further over; whose we did not know x Quiet day; §
nice § fine x In evening our gun crew changed over § went to
wW. L. x Should have got N.Z. mail last night, but thro’ a
mess-up the bag went back to W, L x



8/20/1917 very quiet at W, L. after the guns x Went to Brto get my
finger examined; had sprain or something, § it is now in
splints x Fine day x Wrote Mother x

8/21/1917 (_etters from Mother (June 12 - 19, Kit Pickles (2) Twinnies,
Aunt Kate, Corn Mac, Cousin Blanche, Aunties § Billy
Slmpson x Sent p.o’s to Blanche § Billy x Fine x /o plequet x
Papers from Kit and Aunt Amy x

8/22/1917 \wWarm day x n afternoon escorted a manto a Genl Court
Martial, § was kept there until about & pm x Sent p.e’s to
Twinnies, Pickles, Corn Mac, Aunt Kate x Wrote Aunt Amy

8/23/1917 Fine day; showery evening x Bomb. F Adams, § Bert
Marshall “went west” this morning, § Bowmb Yell (sL’LghtLg)
§ G Pitcher (olawgeroustg) wounoleo x The “possy’ is a rotten
one, § we were bound to have casualties sooner or Later x
Pitcher died Later tn evening x

8/24/1917 Cold § showery x In morning Battery attended G, Piteher’s
funeral x [George Jackson Pitcher 2/2511]

8/25/1917 Letters from Mother (June 26 - july 3), Kit (and 10/-)
Pickles, Aubrey, Ray, Bff, Nell § Cousin Annie x Fine day,
but cold x Wrote Joe x



8/26/1917

8/27/1917

8/28/1917

Last night, as usual, enemy ‘planes came over § dropped
bowbs; but in this instance they got too close to us to be
comfortable x Sometime after ten, whew most of us were
asleep; | was awakened by a big report § clods of earth falling
ow our biwy x L sat up tn a hurry with the blankets over my
head, § heard the shower falling on the roof x A few seconds
Later we hearo another bomb, whistling thro the atr, but it fell
too far away to be dangerous x The ‘archies’ gave him only a
few rounds x It appears that Fritz shut off his engine §
glided swiftly down before dropping his “eggs” x Concussion
knocked a board or two off the bivwy x worked all day; wo
thme for chureh parade x Letters from Uncle Geo (20) § from
National Bank N. Z., Londown, re money sent by Holly x Flne
during day, but showery in evening x Pair bon socks from.
Matia x Thanks x

Heavy rain last night, cleared up tn morning, but resuwmen
afternoon x Inspection by C.R.A. (Genl Johnston); diggings
of a Lot of work to be downe; § who then we had to parade in
heavy rain x Genl, satisfied! Papers from Harry Flnney
(swmmary § 3 Auckland weeklies Bulletins ), Effie; letter
from Joe x

Showery all day x Plenty of mud x Wrote Mother, Kit §
Matia, Holly, §p.c's to Harry Fliuney § Annie x Wrote Bank
asking to renmit 2.2d [ --1 Had yarn Cyril Rout x



8/29/1917 Heavy showers all day x weather turning quite wintery x wWe
are moving out shortly); supposed to be going for a rest x /e
plequet

8/30/1917 sShowery x Wrote Annie x We ave feeing rather well now; not
ow a/c of army rations; but what we purchase out of our mess
funds x Otherwise we would be on the verge of starvation x

8/31/1917 still showery x Aeroplanes § balloons appeared for the first
tivme for several days, taking advantage of a fine, spell
between the showers x Wrote Aunty x __ Mr Codron
Flontaine 96 rue de Sartrouville a’Argenteuil Seine - et -
olse | often sat § wrote at the estaminet of the above wmotherly
old soul; very hospitable x

9/1/1917 Sl showgrg X Wrote Effie x /2 holida Yx

9/2/1917 Heavy showers all wmorning § part afternoon; no church
parade ow this a/c x Clear evening, with full moon x wWrote
Mother

9/3/1917 Lovely cool sunny morning, § fine all day x Last night,
with the woon at the full in a clear sky), we expected evening
aeroplanes over on bomb-dropping “stunts” x We were not
disappointed § got very Little sleep owing to the noise of gun
fire § the whivr of the engines x Lots of bombs dropped, but
none tn our bmmediate viclnity x Paper from Aunt Amy x
[SRI 28/7/17 x With return fine weather artillery again
active x The balloon near our W.L. was heavily strafed x



O/4/1917 Another good day x Two of our guns are coming out this
evenling; the remainder towmorrow; § one wmore off on
Thursday wmorning x

O/5/1917 Avtillery (mostly enemy)) § aeroplanes very active x This
afternoon | had to ride to Bgde general headquarters x When
riding there few shells falling; but continual x When arvived
foundl all the chaps have cleared out, § as [ was Looking rownd
shells came over, so off | went “toutswite”, (sic) § found the
chaps in a paddock some distance away x waited for best
part of two hours during which shells struck the billets §
stable § the farmhouse x Then came back to w.L., as no
chance of getting to general headquarters that day x The
people Living in the farmhouse cleared out; § 1 saw one of the
womawn camping her “sunday” boots, a parasol § a skirt, also
the inevitable bag x Hard Luck for them x n evening went to
pleture show at YMCA at Nieppe x The remainder of our guns
moved out this evenling x Year stince we went binto action on
the Somwme x



9/6/1917

9/7/1917

Puring night, after close day, heavy rain, accompanied by
thunder § lightening x Fine from early morning x Moved off
at 10,30 § trekked to other side of La Mottee, (sic)
(Morbecque) which was reached at 4,30 x Took same route as
whew leaving for Somme last year x Soow after getting into
our billets another thunderstorm with ratn came on x No tea
until #.30, as cooks were lead the [-----1 was tn the advance
party x only had 20 mins stop during journey for Lunch -
slice of bread, jam & piece of cheese x No tea x Ratn of
Cleared up for a bit but more raln Later § evening x Billets no
good § scattered x (/¢ horse plegquets x Heavy but short stunt
this morning early x While passing the Forest of Nieppe we
saw a portion of the Chinese labour battalion at work at the
saw mill x Trek about 16 wmiles x

very hot § muggy x Rain during night x on Grazing horses
all wmorning; harness cleaning afternoon x Went to
Morbecaue in evening x Not much of a place, usual church §
estaminets surrounding onty very pretty; nice green fields §
plenty trees x Able to get a few apples § pears in orchards x
Tucker very short x Letter from Aunt Amy; also Mother §
aunty x parcel for birthday! (Cherry ple, tin sardines,
herrings, sausages cocon tablets, tin beef extract, Bovril, tin
Marmalade x



9/8/1917

9/9/1917

pull, but no raitn x Samwe routine as yesterday x Parcel from
Holly (cigarettes, boot laces, § Lead pencils, § sticking
plaster) x Very acceptable parcel; Three Castle cigs a luxury x
we are moving off tomorrow morning x Tucker still shovt; tf
it were not for our own money for canteen we would be just
about starving x

Trek about 15 wmiles 9 Sun Reveille 5; beautiful morning x
Moved off £; heavy dew in grass sparkling tn moonshine
like thousands diamonds x Very warm Later ow in day x
Passed thro following villages: Steenbecaue (wheve we
detratned Last April on arrival from Havre) Thennes,
Pecquely, Pont de Lacaue (big amumunitionworks) La
Rouple, Lambres, arriving Estrée Blanche 1,20 x The whole
brigade parieed own the slope of a beautiful green wmeadow;
surrounded by tall trees § chateau at one end x BY the thme
we had watered § fed the horses, it was 2,15, § we had to
parade again at 3 to groom § clean harness, as the §.0.C.
was expected to bnspect us tomorrow x This will mean that
after we h gone some wmiles, § everything had got dirty we
will march past the G.0.C x The G.0.C. is hereby heartily
damwned! Had a Look thro village evening; usual sort x Big
English aerodrome close by — dozens of machines
continually rising x Billets not bad; beew in worse x Had tea
(eags, bread & butter coffee in village; too long to wait for our
own x One of the M'lles, satd she was from Lens, § after a bit
of talk she said tn reply to & question: “Me same as Uow;



9/10/1917 Reveille 4.30; moved off at € x Very wisty early morning;
but later in forenoon weather hot § sultry x Passed over
rather hilly country, § thro’ following villages: Enquing
Erny Stjulien; [CYcequin] Fauguembergues, arriving at
[Loroquin] at 1,45 pm x G,0,C. did not turn up x Passed
good many “orsies” billets; also “Porks § Beans”
(Portuguese) x Billets very scattered § tnferior; wagow Lines
not bad, but will be muddy with first rains x The village we
are in does wot hold out much hope for amusement; but
surroundings pretty, green fields, plenty trees x Had swim
ln evening x We are out for sectional tratning; for how long
not definitely known x Trekied about 12 miles x

9/11/1917 Fine § warm x Grazing horses morning; harness cleaning
afternoon x Letter from Joe S x Wrote to Holly, Howle, Aunt
AmY § N. Bank N.Z. x

9/12/1917 Fime x Gquw drill morning; inspection bg G.0.C (Russell) x
/2 holiday afternoon x Concert by Canterbury Batt Band in
village (Thembrowne) (sic) evening x Hao five eggs x Wrote
Mother x Paper Aunt Amy x A number of chaps are going to
Aldershot for two months x



S/13/1917 Letters from Mother (July 10- 17-24) Kit (10/- thanks)
Pickles, Twinnies, Mrs Thornton, Marion Thornton § Aubrey
X Most of day spent getting ready for horse shows to be held
commenciing tomorrow x More work for us, § a Little praise
for the officers, | suppose, at our expensel

9/14/1917 Showers at night § during forenoon x Routine same as
yesterday x Our Battery wow the best turnout for our
Brigade; § in the Linter- brigade contest tied with the Third
Battery x General Johnston, who judged decided to toss for
the honour of representing the N. Z. Division at the Anzac
Horse Show, § we lost; but were awarded the cup x All this
business is a bally Lot of rot; giving us extra work when we
are supposed to be out for a vest x Wrote to Bry Bassett x
Letter from Annle x

9/15/1917 A year since we madle the advance on the Somme from
Death’s valley thro” Longeval § Delville Wood to position tn
Gas valley x well we remember that day; § all the tncidents
connected therewith x Fine day x At football the 13th § 12th
Batteries drew /-/ 9 polnts each x #/= hollday x 1/c plequet x



9/16/1917

9/17/1917

9/18/1917

9/19/1917

Papers from Effie § Aunty Wrote Miss Garlick x Flne day x
Church parade wmorning x “Padre” in his serimon impressed
upon us the need of belng cheerful § looking on the bright
stole of things while out for a rest x He rublbed it tnto officers
a bitx ¥2 holiday x 13th beat General headquarters at soceer
1 - 0 x Went to Thiembonne (sic) tn evening § listened to
band § wandered thro pretty country lanes x The Y.M.C.A.
have a marquee handy where we can obtain cocon § biscuits x

Fine x Battery sports afternoon x Basy day x Sent p.c. to Kit
e R e Slgwns are not wanting that the
manpower of France is a serlous one x Durlng our treks thro’
the country 1 have woticed repeatedly the invariable absence of
young men § Youths - all to be seew are old men § women §
young boys § girls x This seewms to prove the all available
reserves § boys over 13 or 1€ have beew called up x Even in
the few towns of any size we have passed thro’ the same
shortage of Youth is noticeable x The help of America will be a
big factor to France x

pull § showery x Basy day x Wrote Joe x

Divisional sports; did not go on duty x Fine cool morning x
Hao easy day x Wrote Pickles x Summary from Harry
Fiwwetd _(jutxd) X



9/20/1917

9/21/1917

(own Trek, waiting on roadside of Route Nationale # am) x
“Hi You chaps, out You get § be ready to move off
tumediately” was the way we were nicely disturbed at 2. 30
am today by the O. S, x After satisfying ourselves that the
O, S. was wneither walking tn his sleep nor “drunk” we
“rousted out” protesting volubly at the ways of the army x
prizzling rain was falling; it was piteh dark, a good deal of
harness was not put back stripped for cleaning so altogether
things were not exactly as they might have been for a sudden
trek x Fed up horses § thew ourselves at 4.30; plenty of
porridge, pork § beans § bully x Moved off at &, and as
stated above, we are now halting for ¥z hour x Do not yet
know where we are going; or the reason for the unexpected call
x The whole Dlvision seem to be moving, so perhaps
something is “doing” x We followed the Route Nationale (a
splendiol wetal road, with trees ow either side) as far as
wizernes, then branched off, picking up main road again at
Arques, having lunch just before entering latter - town,
within easy sight of St Omer x From wWizernes followed same

route as from Lumlbres last April, as far as Eblinghem (sic);
Parcel from Annle (cake, apple, tin milk, sardines, jam,

paste, § 2 tins toffee x Good; had big feed x Beautiful clear
morning § sunny day x n evening went with A, C. to
Hazebrouck x Bvidence of German shelling ano bomb
dropping x Been thro’ place before x Flne large square, with
band rotunda, § also fine Llooking municipal buildings x ----
There are a number of the Chinese Labowr crowould campent
close by, engaged on ratlway construction x The are mostly
big, loose-limbed chaps, § all wear straw hats x They pass to
§ from on way to work x



9/22/1917 Sunmy wmorning, after early fog was dispersed by sun’s vays
x grazing horses morning; foollng about afternoon x Wrote
Mother, § p.c. to Annie x

9/23/1917 Lgtter from Unele Geo § paper Aunt Amy x Flne day x
Exercising horses before breakfast; thew church paraode; thew
stables; § tn afternoon football match between 13 § 12th, the
latter winning after close § exciting game by 5- 0 x Our
work on Sunday is truly not monotonous - sometimes x
“Bucksheesh” parcels from C/ch Lady Liverpool Fund x Mine
contained thn tongues, tin wilk, cake soap, some cigarettes §
a pair socks x tnside socks was a kindly wnote signed “Mrs F.
wakelin, Tiwwald, Ashburton, Canterbury N, Z x* Fine day
x News of British advance at Epres x In evening walked to
village of , (space left blank) , § had a bit of a “sing-song” at
an A,.S.C. canteen X



9/24/1917 One of the warmest days we have had for a long time x (@
heavy early morning mist is usually followed by a sunny
day) x Went to baths, about an hour’s walk, for much needeol
bath x Had a ride nearly all way howme, § spent a pleasant /2
hour tn & cool estaminet x Letter from Darisy § 3
"Dominions” from Kit x Ack, patr socks rec’d (enciveled)
yesterday x Had for supper some biscuits § Annie's pot of
goodl olol hovme-made raspberry jam x At football D § A subs
drew — wo score x Should be going ow Leave tn a week or two x
Hazebrouck is a very busy railway centre, lines running
out tn all directions, along which trains of great length are
passing day § night every few mins x They are never out of
hearing x Letter from Datsy x

9/25/1917 Another very warm day x Usual routine morning x ¥/
holiday afternoon on a/c football between 11th § 12th
batteries; 12th won & - 3 x Bvenlng went into Hazebrouck to
try to get my vazor mended; no go x P,.C. from Joe (How we
are fed) (ssue Mess fund Bully Beef (5tins) Beans, {
Porridge Breaol, butter tem Bread § jam, tea { vice § fruit
Meat {carrots, ontons, spuds

9/26/1917 Fine; ordlers came about 4 to pull out at &, § we are now
awatting orders to move off x Don't know where we are gotng
X Wrote to Annle § p.c. to jack Reld x we moved off for
“‘Sowmewhere tn France” at 7 pm.,



9/27/1917 Tyekkeo from F Last night until 1 this morning getting to
bed about 2,30 x Good journey in wnice moonlight night x
Followed watn road passing through Steenbauge (?) §
Popenheinge (?) (Popenhinge) pulling up sowe distance,
other stde Last-named town x Several of our alr wmachines
were out; could see their lights x also plenty of searchlights §
Lot of gun fire x We are on the Epres sector, § will go into
action most Likely tomorrow x Lot of hops grown about here, §
the smell of them drying brought back memories to me x
During day had orders to be ready to move off; but whew all
prepaved, order cancelled x Probably go tnto action tomorrow x
The traffic ow the roads here is reminiscent of the Somme -
quite 300 or 400 vehioles are passing every hour x Slept Like
a top until veveille at &,20; x warm day x Parcel from
Mother; ginger nuts, tin cocon, cheese § soups; all in my old
lunch tin x As soon as t opened it t exclaimed “that Looks
famdiliar” also found, two sheets of an some old “copy” of
mine x 1/c plequet



9/28/1917 Fine spell continues x RX went bnto action near Epres,
rematnoer of us going tn tomorrow x General Johnston CR
addressed us today saying we were going tn for probably
three days to help tn an bmportant “stunt”; the capture of
another portion of a ridge overlooking big tract flat land x He
satd that with this ridge entirely in our hands might
probably mean evacuation of Ostendl x After the stunt we are
going further to the left (in direction coast) tojoiw up with
our owwn division x In evening went tnto Poperinghe; large
city, with some fine churches § public bldgs ~ tn the large
cobbled sq, the Band of the Seaforth Highlanders paraded §
gave us music x Scene very animated; Square full of
soldiers; Scotties, English, Australian, N.Z., Jamatcans
(natives) ; lorries § wotor cycles dashing thro; several
aeroplanes flying low dowwn overhead, § the and above all the
soundl of pipes § druums x Town shows signs of shelling,
especlally churches x Many buildings faclng square old; but
some very good x Most be blg concentration of troops here, as
city full of soldiers x Beautiful moonlight night, § soon
after “curning in” a Fritz came over our dirvection in bomb-



9/29/1917 Cloudless day § warm x Bomb, Esquilant killed last night;
yesterday § qunr Hansen today, § Philpot wounded x very
heavy firing during night x n evening went across to canmp
of Chinese Labour Battalio x Some fine strapping men;
seemed very cheerful; Ricking football § fooling around
genlally; also had a band; small drum § couple of brass
“Rind of affairs” x Not very musteal but plenty of noise x
Camp very clean x Had a short talk to a Yawkee doctor i/c of
the camp x He “guessed” the war would wot Last Long, § did
not think Germans would fight to last man x A full moon
brought out numerous Fritz bombing ‘planes, §the sound of
exploding bombs was frequent § at times rather close x The
searchlights picked up several, § held thewm in thelr rays
while a perfect hurricane of “archies” § machine guns got
fired at them x Saw wore brought down x Very fine night §
also exciting x between £ § 9 was a warm time; but
throughout the night the planes were active x When our own
are caught tn rays they drop red light as signal x Shifting
W, L., tomorrow x



9/30/1917

10/1/1917

Moved off at 9.30 to new W.L. about 5k nearer Bpres X Very
heavy firing early morning x We are now at St Lawrence
camp; huge place; an tncessant streaw of traffic; wotor
lorries in hundreds, caterpillars, moving troops, transports ete
x Weather still fine § warm x With a bright moon Fritz was
again busy at night; good many bombs dropped about x
Some of his planes came dirvectly overhead, § sounded very
near; but he didn't pay our particular spot any attention x
While working during day heard singing in YMCA within a
few yards; wondered what was on; until someone suggested
that day must be Sunday! went to service in YMCA
evening: good singsong; lights went wrong so we struck
matches § sing by thelr Light! Have a decent bivvy; no floor;
but ground tsn't bad to sleep on x Not far away short steep
aero scrap; several machines engaged; one came down x A
Huwn [ think, as wmore of our “antis” got on to the other
machines, which we well over our Lines x

Mawny happy returins dear Mother x From early morning
right on to midday terrific bombardment going own;
understand thatour infantry are “going over” x Good luck to
thew, Plenty of Humns over last night on bowb dropping
excursions; Sowme came right overhend, but “Lageol (stc) wo
eggs” here; plenty tn other parts of the large avea tn which we
are camped X C X § L X guns went into action this evening x
Wrote Mother x Paper from Aunt Amy X



10/2/1917

10/3/1917

More bombing in vicinity of camp last night x n afternoon
went up to the gun position near St julien x Great amnt
traffic all way, § took us about 4 hrs to reach there x Main
road splendio one, with overhanging trees for miles x Passed
thro what was once the city of Epres x Not as much
demolished as Messines or Mountabawn (sic) for instance, but
is a mauch Larger town x | could not see a building that was
intact x There are remains of what were splendia buildings x
Adfter leaving Bpres the country ~ flat - is swarming with
guns, all close together x Our own guns are about 4 Yos
apart x We can see the Hun guns flashing; we are here for a
stunt to take Passtondale (sic) ridge x when having
sowmething to eat about 10 a Huw plane came over § made us
beat a hasty retreat as he dropped his bombs x Our guns -
like all the others are in the open under camouflage x Tonlght
2 days rations of bully beef § bisculits came up for the stunt
which is saio to commence on the 4th x

Letters from Mother (July 20) Pickles, Aunty, § p.c. from Joe
Stewart; the smallest N.Z, mail { have yet received; hope to
get weore later on x Rain during night; pit very swampy
today x Bully beef § beans for breakfast x Few shells coming
over night x [Recdl 1 am next day x



10/4/1917

10/5/1917

Sometime tn forenoon (seated itn one of Hindenberg's (sic)
concrete machine gun positions tn former German trench,
near St julien and beyond Epres at & this morning we
commenced firing with a few other hundred guns, § are still
at it x So far the infantry have evidently advanced as
planned, as we have Rept to our barrage programme x Great
sight when guns from everywhere commenced firlng x For a
thme not many shells came our way, but from about 9 up to §
including now a Lot has been dropping round us x A shell set
fire to portion of our pit, my haversack § most of contents
sharing untimely fate x At this precise moment coming over
very consistently x Just saw a tank gotng back from battle
front x Almost 15 were under camouflage wot far away last
night x First Battery on or right have been smacked up a bit;
so far we have escaped x Awm feeling horribly grimy x Later tn
day Gr O, Harrobin got slight wound Leg x Falr amount of
stuff came over x The shell which struck side of our pit blew
up quantity of ammunition x Sleeping tonight, or trying
to, in this dug-out; sitting on a bench, with feet dangling itn

water x Getting up aaain at 3 tomorrow morning & on duty
Very little sleep; up at 3 § at 5 fired some 60 rounds x At 9

had 4 Wrs off for a spell x Durling the night we had fired our
six SPS calls x Some rain during morning x Conditions
generally are uncomfortable, the mud is not as bad as the
Somwe, in its adhesive qualities, it belng wmore loamy here x
From & awm yesterday to & this morning each of our & guns
has fired 600 or 700 rounds x



10/6/1917 Rain most of day; with hail showers x Very cold x Usual
firtng golng on, especially on our Left x We had our share
from Fritz, § skedadelled” once x (sic) Feeling just
‘anyhow”, § prepared for anything that may turm up x Mark
Tapley would be feeling ecstasies of delight if he were here!
Big movement of troops ete all over the surrounding country
X Wrote Mother x

10/7/1917 Miserable day); cold § wet x Usual heavy firing x during
short interval fine tn forenoon about 70 aeroplanes - ours §
Fritz’s were up; but save for an occastonal dash each stole
leept on thelr “own side of the road” Very unique sight x A
driving rain squall dispersed them x



10/8/1917 Fel up 1 1 1L why! (A few days later) Got to bed at 3 a,m.,
up at € x Havd at it during morning carting ammunition
for stunt tomorrow x After dinner went forward with advance
party to prepare pits for guns x on way up saw dozens
stranded tanks; also fair number deao Tommies x The whole
country is a mass of shell craters x Conerete dug-outs full
dead Huns x Bach of us carvieo sheet corrugated Lron x Goool
deal of shells coming over x Worked until about 4,30 when
ratin come on § we commencen to get back x th meantime
Huwn had increased fire § had put heavy barrage thro” which
we had to pass x Shells fell uncomfortably close, § we had to
make use of shell holes x ot back all right x This was our (D
sub) wnight off § we were Looking forward to a full nights rest
x Ratning § blowing hard x Soon after & went over to our
bivwy, which was under water x Baled it out and were
beginning to settle down, when we were rousted out to dig out
the water cart, which had got stranded on its way up to the
guns x Rain § wind increasing So off we had to go, over a
road full of shell holes § a lake of water x Bark as pitch x
Several times went up to Rnees tn water x Dl the job, § then



10/9/1917 14p at 4,30 x “Hard thing” putting on wet pants; made a
dirty shirvt into pair of underpants, which didn't make the
pants feel too cold x Thank goodness had pair dry socks x
Commenced, firing for the attack at 5,15 continuing until
10,45 x While at the gun had a letter handed to wme tn which
the hope ws expressed that 1 was having a peaceful time x Just
thew hundvreds of guns were firing x Very few shells fell near
us today x The Huw evidently having not enough for his big
Job x our infantry reached their objective post of Paschandale
(sic) Ridge | believe x Weather [was] fine § nice drying wind
x Saw prisoners, going along road x n awn aerial fight saw a
Huw set on fire § came to earth, § volume of flame
bncreasing the neaver he came down x The machine was
under control § swooped dowwn tn three Long twists x Another
one (don't know whose) also dashed to earth x Haol orders to
shift forward all guns, but was countermanded x n evening
the gun crews changed over, § | went to the wagow lines, near
Epres x Paper from Aunt Amy x

10/10/1917 (_gtter from Aunt Amy x wagow lines very muddy § full of
shell holes x Alongside main road over which constant stream
traffic passed x Decent bivwy, § had my first night’s
unbroken rest for over a week x Also saw a newspaper — the
secondl for 10 days x Early worning fine; but later cold
wind § showers x Gloves came tn handy x Some of our guns
moveo forwarol to advance position x



10/11/1917 This has beew a bad day for our battery - five men killed,
three horses ditto, § & wounded x The killed were Lt
Churnside (died wounds) Cpl Mullaney, qurs Payling,
Brenwnen § Brown (last died wounds) x Other batteries also
sustnined casualties x Our guns were being moved forwaro
when Fritz commenced heavy shelling, one falling among
our chaps § doing all damage x € sub gun had wheel blown
off x The road was heavily shelled all day, § the gun teams §
pack wmen had very trying time x Parcel (chocolate) from
Mother, which we snacked up tonight § voted it good x Sent
p.c. to Annlie x



10/12/1917 Rain during night x Another stunt this wmorning; so far do
not know how it went x we are all having a hard thwme x This
morning a party of 36 of us with 72 horses packed
ammunition to forward position x Went across country first
trip; heartbreaking experience x Horses continunlly sinking
b mud to bellies; wo track; tmpossible to dodge shell holes x
Next trip we came by way of an alleged rond x Thick with
traffic; dead horses § mules; wounded men x [ was not
packing but took a pack horse for a chap in difficulties §
had bad thwme with it; the poor brute lay down in its tracks
twice; § 1 had to unlond it § get it golng again x We were
going from 7 o to 3 (some later) in afternoon x We are now
Fp) cosy in our bivwy with rain beating down in torrents x
Shell five from Fritz wot very heavy, tho’ some dropped
unconmfortably close; but sodden nature of ground made
effect of shells very Local x

10/13/1917 rgin, hail, thunder! Hurrah!l Evargth’mg tn the garden
lovely x wagow lines over ankle deep tn mud x walking to
the baths at a village § had hot shower bath - the first for
many weeks x Parcel of two tins lollies from “The Girls” §
Howie x We snacked them up tn our bivwy under a heavy rain
shower x No definite news about yesterday’s attack x But the
weather is, § has been certainly against us x There are
rumours the N.Z, have been back smackeot up x Letter from
Annie x



10/14/1917 Fine, but dull x Gr Lawton killed at guns; very sorry, as one
of the best chaps | have wmet x Today volunteers were called for
from the artillery for stretcher bearers for our infantry, so
about 30 from our battery, along with others reported to Col,
Murray (a very jovial gentleman) at No 3 F. A, Advanced
Dressing Stw, a walk of about 2 hrs x Arrived there
tnformed that all stations were about clear, as hundreds of
volunteers (including 600 Tommies) had brought in most of
our wounded from the front Line x While kept waiting about
we saw two planes tumble down (Huns 1 believe) one of our
ammunition dumps (close by) go up, and two balloons (one
of each side) burnt x About 7 pwe half of the bearers were
sent howe, § the remainder of us stood by all night § went
out tn the morning (Monday) No blankets no overcoats, § a
frosty night, made watters very cold x breakfast of hot tea §
coffee § biscults x



10/15/1917 Paycel from Mother (tin of sardines - jam wmilk, soup, ginger
nuts ete) § one from Aunt Amy (underclothing, books,
toffee, coffee tablets x Last night was bitterly colo with a
hard white frost x We sbmply “stood by” practically all night
- it was pretty rough x However we were not as badly off as
some of the wounded x About .30, a runner came down from
the front line saying five stretcher cases were there, so we
started off after them x It took us (F (sic) § elght to a
stretcher) to bring Ln our man over two or three miles of mud
§ shell holes x The wud at thmes was knee - deep § the going
was awfully rough § hard ow the chaps x Coming down
salvos of shells (3) seemed to follow us down, one salvo
dropping very close to us x We arvived at dressing stations
about 1 oclock, just about “playjed out” x The hardest work |
have done; never kinew a man could feel - so heavy x Reached
our camp about 2 § thew to bed x



10/16/1917 Fine with exception few Light showers x Hun ‘planes over Last
night § dropped a bomb in artillery lines — about 100 Yds
frome our bivwy x Fell just on side of a tent, which was blown
to shreds, § but only two of the occupants were slightly
wounded x Paper (“Matl”) from Mother x We are satol to be
moving out tn a few days x Ate Mother’s jam for supper §
everyone voted it “awful good”, /-/ § so it was x Extra
blanket issued yesterday x Rum is also again being tssued
x Sent f.s.c. to Aunt Ay (ack parcel § Letter) § Miss
Thornton, § p.c. to Mother x Last night good deal of
mustard gas came over, § we got some whiffs of it x



10/17/1917 Fime x Much aerial activity x Just at dawwn a Hun came over
our camp § turned his machine guns on the camp,
wounding a horse § a wan of another battery x n forenoon
our antls brought down a Fritz wot far from our lines x There
was a burst of flame, § the ‘plane shot upwards § the flames
appeared to 9o out x Then a wing fell off § down he
commenced to fall x Several of our own ‘planes were now
buzzing around him § followed him down x Both the men
were Rilled when pleked up x A few minutes Later another
‘plane, much further away, also plunged to earth x our
‘antis’ had beew firing in the direction, so it was wost Likely
another Hun x The wing of the one first destroyed remained
floating around for some time x Wrote a note to Annie x Few
showers during evening x



10/18/1917 Heavy rain during night x The ground never gets a chance to
dry § we are ankle deep tn the blessed stuff x Fine during
day x About a dozen Gotha wmachines ~ having an enormous
spread of wing ~ came over today, accompanied by a
squadron of fighters x The dropped a few bombs, § then
turned back, either drawn off by our ‘antis’ § planes or
having accomplished thelr purpose; the Latter  doubt, as by
thelr numbers they canme over to do a Lot of damage x Bvery
night bombs are dropped hereabouts; tonight we had to “douse”
our lights several times before £ oclock x A chap gets Little
chawnce to read or write at night now x Wrote Annie

10/19/1917 Heavy hail storm § ratn at Intervals x Good deal artillery
fire x Wrote Mother x Have had, as usual, to “douse” our
lights several times owing to Fritz coming over x He s a
darned pest x



10/20/1917 At 2 a.me., was “rousted” out to go to the guns with
ammunition x Saddled wmy “wmoke” § after “oreakefast”
(bread, tea § buug) found the brute was rolling in the muol x
park as pitch; darn the old horse x Got away about 3.30, §
got ammunition to gun position x The road was being
shelled § some came rather close x A “Tommy” battery with
two guns were blocking the road § seemed helpless x We
pushed thro’ them as shells were falling near by x Soow after
passing a certain part of the roao, a bowmb was dropped
Rilling four horses § two men of 4th Howitzer x Howme about
g; maole myself cup of tea from parcel Mother sent; jolly good
x Fine day; but stacks of mud x Huns are now overhead
dropping “e9gs” x “Bucksheesh” parcel from Ch/ch Liverpool
C'ttee (tin sheep tongues, plece soap, pr laces, towel plet jelly
erystals, tin wmilk, hdkehf, tin cigarettes (greens) x Every
menmber Battery received similar parcel x Ack, same x

10/21/1917 Nelson Bay x Bright § warm day; the best for some time x
Papers from Harry Flnney § Aunt Amy x Wrote Christimas
greetings to Kit, Nell, Thorntons, Mrs Blackburn § Harry
Flnney x Going up to the guns tomorrow x Bombs as usual
tonight x



10/22/1917

10/23/1917

10/24/1917

Rain during night x Went to guns ; plenty of shelling; Fritz
being very active x No ratn during day x Our position is not
a good one; heaps of mud x Our bivwy comes tn for some
heavy shelling x BY the look of things we are not going to be
particularly comfortable; but will have to make the best of it
x Very heavy firtng on our Left in early morning, § at
intervals during day x The conditions here are appalling x
Our Battery is the only one in our division that has all six
guns forward x It's a miracle we got them in at all x Mud up
to horses” bellies, no rond, shell holes everywhere x Many guns
are Lying about stuck in mud x Some are belng attempted to
be pulled in by manual labour, 50 or 60 men taking best part
of day to move a gun 50 yards x (t's the Limit x it needs
superhuman efforts to carry on x From our gun position to
the cookhouse Ls a walk of about ¢/ wile through mud § water
§ shells x

Heavy rain wmost of night, § showers throughout day x Our
bivvy Ls a pretty hard thing, but a chap gets a wink or two
of sleep notwithstanoing discomforts x We scraped the muol
off the corrugated tron which we slept on § didn't do so badly
X

Fine till evening, whew heavy rain came on x Our bivvies were
heavily shetled in the evening, but beyond showers of mud we
were safe x Lot of artillery fire throughout day x Wrote Ray
X Bid 2 /2 hrs gas guard; wet § colo x Got to bed § soon hao
some warmth bn my body x



10/25/1917 Adfter heavy rain of last night the ground was a bad as ever
this morning x Strong colol wind, but fine x while around
our position were hundveds of pack horses, mules § men Fritz
opened out heavily § soon there was wild confusion ~ horses
running everywhere, men scurrying ditto x Also shelled road
x we stayjed L our pit for some time § thew went forward 100
yds or so § took shelter in a shell-hole, with muad over boot
tops x Jolly cold § uncomfortable still shelling at 3 pm x
while going to the gun position from the cookhouse after tea,
struggling thro” mud § slush, 1 endeavoured to jump a shell
hole, § would have succeeded had not my foot caught in a
telephone wive: Result: fell fair § square tnto it ught it was
cold x Got pretty wet § as [ have to sleep in clothes tonight |
oot a sandbag or two § put under the wet places x We raised
some coke from somewhere § wmade a Little gas fire sufficient
to dry our socks x Gotng to be a “stunt” tomorrow morning
whew the infantry arve having a “go” at Paschandale (stc)
Ridge x



10/26/1917 From 5 this morning § throughout the day there has been
tervific firing form the British guns covering our infantry in
thelr attack on part of Paschendlale (sic) Ridge x We
commenced to fire at 5,40, continuing until 9, at vate of fire
varying from 15 sees to 1 min x Thereafter we fired at
intervals x As usual heavy vain has fallew all day x ( came
off duty at 12.30, as wet § muddy as could be x under my
wet pants [ put pyjamas, dry socks, but a wet spot tn my
back  have to put up with x Feeling cheerful all the same §
conscious that 1 am earning my pay! saw prisoners going
down x Fritz put very Little over our romds: one shell struck an
ammunition dump , a few yards from our gun; but a few tin
hatfuls of water soon put out the flames x Found letters from
Joe § Annle x

10/27/1917 Heavy artillery fire from our guns all day; very Little from
Fritz x The Germans must be getting “pasted” unmercifully
by our fire chiefly from the “heavies” x Last night a shell
landed imwmediately outside the back of our pit, § covered our
gun § ammunition with mud x Fritz is a confounded
nuisance giving us extra work to do tn cleaning our
ammunition x Sent a note to Joe x Parcel from Mother, Effie
(tin Loaf sugar, tobaceo § papers stick chocolate) x com, Letter
to Mother x



10/28/1917 Fine, but dull x Our artillery very active all day x Fritz very
quiet until about 5,15, whew he “strafed” us for about /4 h,
wounding two of our men - Clark § Huskinson x While on
our way from gun position to cook- house we came in for
some shelling; one bursting within a few yards of us x Just
as we got undler shelter shells fell thick § fast wounding the
two wen referrved to above x Posted Letter to Mother x
(Huskinsown died next da 5)

10/29/1917 Hurrah! Letters from home at last: Four from Mother (Aug
F14, 21,26) Kit, Pickles, Kol, Aunt Kate, Rachel, Annle,
uncle Geo: parcel from Annte (handkerchiefs § writing pao)
§ paper Aunt Amy x During last night Fritz was wmean
enough to put a shell clean into the cookhouse (alongside our
bi,\/\/g), § scattered the vations tn all directions, besioles
wrecking the show x Yesterday three of our drivers were
wounded by a bomb while going thro’ Epres x No rain today
for a wonder x The ttalians have had a wasty smack, Losing
30,000 prisoners § 300 guns x Note to Annie x Karstenw One
of the men wounded, is saiol to have “gone west” x

10/30/1917 Anpther “stunt’ this morning commencing at &, § gotng
until night, thereafter firing at frequent intervals on £ 0S x
Fine up till midday, whew rain came on § looks as if it will
last for ever x Very cold x



10/31/1917 rRain cleared off last evening, § today has been wholly fine x
This flne weather is becoming quite monotonous! Tomorrow
we are belng relieved by the canadian Artillery x Nowe of us
will be sorry to leave this place § hope never to see it again x
Gas came over tonight but not very strong x Rather a quiet
day for the artillery x n the “stunt” yesterday our tnfantry
gatned thelr objective — portion of the Ridge x Had a wash
and a shave x Body tn need of clean clothes § a bath x

/11917 Today we were relieved by the canadians, § we handed over §
went to the wagon lines from where we move off (for a spell it
Ls satd) towmorrow x During the five weeks we have been on
this front everyone (especially the gunners) has had a rough
time x We have had eight men killed also large number
horses Rilled, a stmilar nuwmber wounded x Conditions were, |
think, even worse thew the Somme x we are all pleased at the
prospect of a change and a rellef from the continual strain x
Fine, but dull x Last night the wagow lines were heavily
bomlbed, § a good number of horses killed x

11/2/1917 Misty day; wo vain x Moving out tomorrow morning x Two
papers (Post § Mail) from Effie x



11/3/1917 Moved off from wagow Lline about 9.30 am; road choked with
traffic, § we consequently made slow progress x Went about
15 kilos (ste), reaching watuo (sie) at 2,30 x No wmeal on
way; Had breakfast & x Cold § dull day x Bveryone “merry
§ bright” at prospect of a spell away from firing line x Letter

from_Joe

117471917 Fine but dull x Letters from Mother (Sept 4) Aunt Kate,
Willie § Kol; paper Aunt Amy x /= holiday x Wrote Mother x
Coupons § photo from Wop x

/51917 Fne; but dull § cold x We are having awn easy time, which s
much relished after our five weeks’ stremuous time x Wrote
willie x

11/6/1917 Few showers; dull x Moving out tomorvow for wallow Cappell
x Parcel of handkerchiefs § gloves from Joe for the boys x
Easy day x

11/7/1917 reveille 4.15; moved off € arriving at old wagow Lines near
Hazebrouck 11.30 x Cold § wet journey x We have a decent
billet some distance away x Passed thro’ Steewvorde, fatr size
town x

11/8/1917 Few hours sunshine morning; afternoon dull § cold; evening,
ratn x Letter from Annle; clgs § tobacco from old Pickles x



/91917 Aubrey’s birthday x Wrote Pickles x Wop, Annie, Uncle Geo,
Hul Harrison x Dull § cold; few showers x Easy day x A
Belgian refugee § family occupy part of the farmhouse we are
billeted in, § at night we take possession of the kitchen, play
cavds, read, talke § drink plenty of coffee x The old lady is a
talkative old soul, but a good sort § provides us with hot water
for shaving x Before the war she lived wear Epres § her boy
went to school tn Paris; he now works from early wmorn till
late at night x The poor Little chap looks dead weary when he
comes howe x wrote Pickles, Wop [------]1 Annie x

11/10/1917 Cold g wet x (n afternoon went to Div baths § haot wash x
Parcel of socks from Joe x Bad news from Russia; also ttaly
x The ttaltan [reverse] will no doubt wmean that we will go
back tnto the line sooner than we otherwise would x Tonlght
we tnvaded the old dame’s kitchen, where | took off my wet
boots § changed tnto dry socks x The old lady seeing me
bootless lent wme a pair of clogs x Bow! Wrote Joe x



L1/11/1917 Rain wost of day; church parade cancelled in consequence,
but instead of belng given a chance to keep dry we were Rept
fooling about in the rain till widday x These are the sort of
things that get a man’s back up x nstead of making things
easy for us whew out of the firing Line, those responsible seem
to delight in placing petty restrictions in our way x 1 would
gladly have Led a riot! At first wo /= holiday; but Later on we
were given one x Letter from Baisy x Wrote Mother x Spent
evening before the fire in the old dame’s Ritchen x

117121917 Sunshine at last! But for how long? Still plenty of mud x n
morning went to draw remounts; afternoon tnspection by
Brigadier ~ Genl Russell x The only thing we got out of it
was to have our dinner hour cut short by an hour! x

L1/13/1917 This fine weather s becoming monotonous!! Two days in
succession with sunshine! and wice § warm too x A few more
days Like this § our boots will be getting dry - mine have
been wet every day for six weeks x Since sunday there has
been a heavy § continuous bombardment towards Epres; tho’
we must be 20 or so miles distant this evening we could
eastly feel the vibrations x Two years today since | Left NL.Z.

11/14/1917 Foggy day; drizzling rain evening x Letters from Mother
(Sept 11) § Putty x



L1/15/1917 Fine x Wrote Twinnies x Ordinary routine x A way They
have in the Army: Last November we were Lssued with one
shirt § one pair socks x There has been no Lssue since x Now it
has beew vead out tn orders that if we return an old shivt or an
olol pair of socks we can obtain another shirt (second-hand)

§ patr of socks (new) x I

11/16/1917 Fine, but dull x Papers (2) from Kit x at football draw game
between 11th § 13th x Heavy artillery fire resumed divection
Epres x Parcel Lump sugar from Mother

11/17/1917 Thick fog all wmorning; afternoon dull § raw x Football match
1st v 3rd Brigade, won 3rd after hard “go” 6-0 x Australian
Band present x MY record of “crime” is tnereasing x Three
days ago about a dozew of us were “on the mat” for belng Late
on parade; not our own fault tho’: parade with plequet for 2
nights x Today six of us committed the heinous offence of
belng caught in a coffee shop during parade hours x
“‘Sentence” of the O, [O]: (drawing encireled by “O”) 3 extra
plequets x Awful Il Letter from Annle (13th) § paper Aunt
Ay X

11/18/1917 Fine, but dull x Had all day off x Wrote Mother x Letter from
Aunt Amy (Novit) x “B” sub beat “B” sub football & -0 x /¢
plequets x At soccer ~ 13th beat Tommy ASC 2-1 X



11/19/1917 Fime; dull x Football B team 13th drew tn 4th Howitzer - 3-3
X Wrote B’LLLg S’mesowx we are Liha@ to move out any on Y
WOW X

11/20/1917 Fine; dull x Football Fth battery 4, 13th 0 x Not much of
gme; winners scoring on call of thme x Soccer: 13th 0, 4th
How, 0 x I/c plequet x Albert vandoolaeghe, Commine pale-
faced sparkling brown - eyed This boy -~ a bright 7 Little
chap of 14 /= is a refugee Living in our billet with his father §
friends x He works long hours in the field for 2 frs a day x
Speaks some English x Tonight he told wee his experiences in
early days war x “One day” he said, me, my father §
comrade working in field, whew Allemands come x We
crouched (gesture) tn stook, “ and he continued excitedly,
Allemand pass within two metres if ust” Allemand no bon! “
Left Commines 1914, Epres for 17 days, [duringl 2 days
bonmbardwment x Thew Popenhinghe, § finally here x Any
brothers? “Owne Rilled in trenches, one prisoner Germany” he
replied sadly x Sister in Paris x Mother dead 4 Yrs x Such is
sad story of thousands of homeless Belgians § French x Later
he showeol me photo of brothers with the remark “Two bon
brothers” Latter tn frame of cardboard which with evident
pride he satd he maoe himself x

11/21/1917 wet day); wore slush § mud x Football (2und team) 13th e,
11th 0 x

11/22/1917 puyll foremoon: drizzling rain afternoon § football 11th
Battery 5, 13th 3 x Not much of a game x Parcel from Annie
(cakes, handkerchiefs § feet socks) x _Jules Buaerss Degnook
a Howndeghew “0270" frar Hazebrouck Nord, France
Comisses Tewn Brieless Belgique



11/23/1917 Nice day x Letter from Annie x Football: 13th 3 ~ 4th How, O
(2nd team) we are wmoving out on Sunday, it is satd back to
Epres sector, and are to be still in the veserve Line for a Little
Longer before going into action again x Wrote note to Annie x

11/24/1917 High wind; rain threateniing x Moving out tomorrow x News
of British success at cambria x (sic) Trewch comforts from
Ch/ch Liverpool C'ttee x

11/25/1917 ow, trek again; reveille 5.30 x Moved off 9, arrived about 2 at
Boeschepe on the [Epres] sector x Strong cold wind blowing
with a little snow ~ the first of the season x Our bivvy is
made of sandbags, with corrugated iron roof x Soon got fire
going, § tonight we are quite cosy x Few showers x During
the 3 weeks we have been out of the firing line we have not had
a bad time at all x Tonight we are once more tn easy sound of
the guns, § can see the shells bursting x Understand we are
to hold tn reserve for about another week before going tnto
action x Wrote Mother x

11/26/1917 snow in the atr x In morning went to baths § hao decent
wash x Awnother parcel from Annie - jam tarts, cakes, sweets;
bonsor feed x

11/27/1917 Rain all last night § wmost of today x Oceans of mud x Paper
from Aunt Amy x Wrote Annie x



11/28/1917 Fine, but dull x Exercising horses morning x #/= holiday
afternoon x Set out to see football (soccer) mateh between zval
Bode § Middlesex R L, Batt; but fatled to find ground x [-----
-1 @ hockey wateh tnstead between some officers § NCO'’s
(Tommies) x satd to be moving tnto action at D’Lcmgjbush
(sic) about 2nd Dec x Letters from Daisg § “Snowy” x Wrote
to Miss Thormton x

11/29/1917 Fine, but dull x Letter from Joe; parcels from Miss Thornton
(cake) Mother (sugar) § Aunt Amy (shirt § socks) x P.C. to
Aunt Amy x The cake was a “bonsor” one, § we had a good
feed for supper

11/30/1917 Fine, but dull x Routine work x ¥/= hoLLDfag X
12/1/1917 pull; showery evening x +/= holtday x Wrote Joe x Paper from
Alnt Amy X

12/2/1917 Ygh! Ground white with snow when we turned out at 6.30 x
Very cold x Barly morning exercise for horses x Church
parade at 9,20 x Marched to building in Boescheepe, (sic)
where we haol a very enjoyable service x An orchestra of two or
three violins § a plano supplied music; § the singing of
several well kinown hyymns was done very lustily x The sun
was shining brightly, § tho’ the wind was keew, the atr was
very bracing reminding wme of a fine winter day tn Nelson x
Afternoon weather changed to dull § windy with few showers
of smow x Wrote Mother



12/3/1917 cold frosty morning, with plenty of lee; sunny day, but not
strong enough to melt the toe x Present orders are that we
move out on Wednesaday x

12/4/1917 Nice sumny day, with exception of swow shower in forenoon x
Y2 holiday afternoon § went for a tramep to top of a hill
commanding grand view of surrounding country x [ met a
Yank, who was “half-seas over” x Had a bit of a yarn to him;
§ when we were about to part he wanted to press on me a
couple of francs x Told hivme we didnt do that sort of thing tn
N.Z x He eventually became very annoyed § whew ( still
persisted he threw the two francs on the ground, turned on
his heel § Llurched away with the angry remark that he
wouldn't ----- (sie) speak to me again when he met me x Two
Tommles were passing at the time, § they wmade no bones
about wmy invitation to pick up the money x Christmas
parcel from home arrived; backsheesh parcel from Ch/ch
Lvple Cttee (Mrs Ballantyne (Riccarton) x Golng tnto
action again tomorrow x



12/5/1917

12/6/1917

12/7/1917

Moved off € am, to W, L. near Epres x Gun position on
Menin vord x Came on n vear of Battery L/e rear party x Big
camp hereabouts, § plenty of bombing we will doubtless get
x Frosty wmorning; lovely sunny day, but had to keep
moving to remain warm x Owing to mess - up among the
“Heads” (who should know better) we came here a day too
early, § found the outgoing Battery still in the Lines,
consequently some tnconvenience re sleeping quarters x
wWhile on trek passed thro’ Renescalt § Oomdroof (2)x (sic)

Hard frost: suwny day x Getting settled in new position x
wWe have two mess huts for sleeping accomoltn; also some
biwies x Plenty of bombing in vicinity at night; about a
dozew searchlight (sic) going x Parcel from Blanche § Aunt
§ Uncle (clgarettes chewing gum, cocoa, Lozenges) x Thanks
X

Fine; but dull; ground thawing x Recelved notice to report at
R.C. for leave; have to leave England again on 24th! will
try to get a few extra days x Went over to YMCA marquee
evenlng; concert, a wwumber of British west indian natives
assisting x Rain Later on x Ground very muddy x



12/8/1917 (g, 30pm In YMCA Hut at Poperinghe, walting for leave

12/9/1917

tratn to depart at 1,38 awm towmorrow for Calais) Left comp at
wmidday § reported at Biv, Details Camp x Sowme bally old
fossil inspected us § tolol us we were the dirtiest Lot he had
seen, § said we weve a disgrace to the army! These chaps with
soft jobs have to do something to justify their existence x He
wmade the “Dlnks” parade again x Left camp 6,20 walked to
Poperinghe about 1/ %= hrs x Golng to be a long night x Fine
dny, but dull x

Arrived calais 5,30, § at .30 wmarched thro’ city to R.Camp;
Later on marched to boat, leaving at 11,45, arriving Dover a
Little over an hour later x Long watt in train § reached Vic.
Station 5,15, arriving ilford * x Raining all way x Kent
country reminded me very much of Nelson with its hop
fields, orchards, nirseries, ete x calats still retains a touch of
English style, § is the most Buglish looking city 1 have seen
ln France with it’s cleaw street § buildings x Leave warrant
ete x On tube to Lvpl St an elderly chap asked me what part
of NZ he t came from x Told him x He was an olol New
Zealander, one of Gabriel qully’s ploneers x He went to
Nelson from coast in the old Charles Edward Stmpson was
his name x



12/10/1917 This morning went to town with Annlie § Mrs Hawthorn §
had jolly good day finishing up at Haywmarket Theatre tn
“General Post x Had a great tuck in for dinner - soup, fried
oysters, roast beef, spuds, cauliflower § apple tart (encore) tea
§ bun x Just took edge off my appetite x went over
Selfridges, § wrote note to Mother, Twinnies § Howle x Spent
hour at pletures before going theatre x Called at High
[Comsnss] x Sent telegramme Aunt Amy x Only little rain
in morning x A great joy to be among civilisation again x
Saw Scott’'s Monuwment, Napler, Pitt x

12/11/1917 Fine day x n morning had phisog (sic) taken with Annie x
In afternoon went to oty § saw Annie’s friend off x Back to
(Lforol &pm x Wrote Joe a note x

12/12/1917 nto the city in morning: went to N.Z. Records § obtatned 2
days extension of Leave; thew to club, got Letters x On to
bank, N.Z. where some money was awaiting me, thank
heaven x Sent Mother Xmas cable x Caught 11,50 train
Buston for Colwyn Bay, arriving there at & x Rain part of
Journey x WoP Letter from Mawdl; answereo same



12/13/1917

12/14/1917

12/15/1917

Fine day; walked about town § environment; very pretty x

Letter from Dick x While walking thro” Colwyn Bay today

by myself a couple of Little girls turned to look at me when

one of them satd tn quite a loud volce:* Oh, Lsn't he lovelyl”
Pleture my embarrassment x Must have been my swanky

coat § hat t was wearing! Pictures in evening x

Wrote to Mother, §p ¢’s to Twinnies, Pickles, Effie, Kit x
walk along “prome” wmorning; afternoon rather [relaxingl;
write to Howie x Off to Manchester tn morning x

Left Colwywn Bay &, arriving Manchester 10,30 x Met by
Dick g Jack x Picked out jack from his photograph x Raining
x Hao a walk thro the city, § coffee with Dick; left Dlek at 11
§ met hbm at 12 x went to YMCA § sent p.o’s home x Flne
city 1,000,000 pptn; town hall magnificent blg (in Albert
Park x Statue Puke Wellington @ueen Vie x Took tratn from
city to N Southgate x Made very welcome by Maria; soon felt
at home x Went to Chorlton with Dick to buy butter §
margarine went to five places; all the same - none x Saw
long lines of the poor Looking class outside butchers § grocers
x Chorttonville a garden town § very pretty; pleturesque
houses, nice footpaths, trees ete x ---- Both tn England §
Scotland frequently see notes tn shop windows “no sugar”;
all tea sold out” “no butter today”; “wo margarine today)!



12/16/1917 sSpnowing x Hao walk round with Dick in forenoon; afternoon
Holly, Jack § George came to see me x Had jolly pleasant
four hours x

12/17/1917 Left Victoria Station at 9.40 arviving Edinburgh 4,45 x
Route thro hills barren § rugged; plenty of snow x On way to
station saw lark tn Albert S x staying at Caledonian x
Think | am gotng to have a good treat x went to [“Hanagal
Goods”] in evening x

12/18/1917 10, morning went to the Castle; xxx John Kinox’s house; St
Giles Cathedral § Holyrood; very interesting x Edinburgh
appears to to me to be an ‘eminently respectable” city x
Statue of Joh (sic) Burns very fine one x Bought short- bread
at [Melinetts] in Princes St x Good x Left by 2.10 for
Aberdeen, arriving at &; now awaiting a feed x Passed over
Forth § Tay bridges x Fleet Lying at anchor in Forth; great
sight x Passed thro’ Dundee x Staying at Station Hotel x n
evening went to “panto” “Olo King Cole” in His Majestys
theatre x Very good; in parts sereamingly funny; staged
with good effect x Stayed at Central Station Hotel x xxx The
Lower portion of the House was used in the early days as a
goldswmith’s shop x



12/19/1917 (sSaw university) 19 wed Very interesting time tn Aberdeen
x walk thro’ city; anod thew by tram out to Pon River of Pow,
passing over the Brig o’ Balgownle x Some fine Looking
kirks; shops not so bad x Left by express for glasgow 2,35 x
The journey for some distance ran parallel with sea coast;
many deep ravines in cliffs; could imagine smugglers
hereabouts in the “oad old days x Arrived at Glasgow at 6,30
after jolly pleasant run x Staying at Central Station Hotel;
rather magwnificent place x After dinner went to see Pick
whittington at Alhawbra x § Swmoking is prevalent among
the audience in the theatre in the U K x “Panto” beautifully
staged § wot a bad show at all x Commenced at &6,45; early
starts seem to be the custom in Scotland’s theatres x Having
a Look round towmorrow,

12/20/1917 Roptten weather ~ snow § sleet most of day x Had a run about
the town; but no verandahs on shops, so did not stay out
long x Wrote note to Mother, § sent several p.c’s x



12/21/1917 Another foggy day x Took train passed the Pocks, saw
submarine § destroyer in dry dock x Had a walk thro the
streets Looking at the shops x Caught the 12.50 to York,
passing thro Edinburgh § New Castle x (sic) Soon after
leaving Glasgow, country covered with swow; a few peeps of
sunshine added to beauty of scene x After leaving Edinburgh
passed along East Cost of England, catching glances of sea:,
also pretty country lanes ete x Saw what Looked Like an old
castle x Very pleasant run reaching York about 10 x Had a
feeo § off to bed x London tomorrow x

12/22/1917 The most interesting day of my trip x Fine day x went thro’
York Minster x Magnificent old pile, § reeking with history x
Thew ow thro the quaint olo towwn, § narrow street x Also
went over seve a ruined church, thro” museum x A stone wall
surrounds the city, entrance to which is gained by archways
x Haol long tram ride before catching train which left at 4 -
/= hr late x A day [ will always remember x Reached Londlon
during night; met some chaps x Slept at club, as could not
get tube to Iford x Two air raid warnings; machines failed to
reach London x



12/23/1917 ayvived back at Annlie’s during morning x Afternoon went to
walton-on-Thames § met several friends x Back to tLford
midnight x At Annie’s fouwnd two Nelson chaps, who had
called with some nelghbours x Harvey (Begg § Co) § Percy
(sargood) x [camesole] Pettit

12/24/1917 Annie took me to town today x Shopped amid huge crowould
at Selfridges x worse than a “push” at the front x n
afternoon went to “insioe the Lines” at the Apollo x Jolly goodt
X Bvening spent at a nelghbours; pleasant time x Dull day x
Tuwbes § street crowouloeot x



12/25/1917 Cristmas Day Feeding most of the day x n morning went
with Annie Bert § family to church; thew a walk before
dinner x Afternoon went to children's party at Mr A, Greens
§ had jolly time until 9 x | attewmpted to catch Llast train for
town, intending to stay at Club; but missed the train, so we
went back to Ranelagh Gans Beautiful fine fresh day x Had
a lovely fat turkey for dinner, § enjoyed it immensely x
Plenty to eat everywhere, § (wmade the most of my last day
in Bngland x Annie gave wme for a (sic) Xmas present a jolly
useful holdall, which ( was on need of, my own having been
destroyed by shell fire x Also patlr wmittens from Desmond x
Just like home to find presents on Your plate on Christmas
morning x Have spent the last four “Xmas days in different
countries! 1914, N.Z; 1915 Bgypt; 1916 France; 1917,
England 1918 --- 2

12/26/1917 caught 6,6 train to Lvp'l Street; the underground to Victoria
St x Bert came with me x Left Vie, St at .30 x Very sorry to
Leave x Arrived Dover 11, x No boat today, so we were marched
to barracks (once a hotel) to stay until tomorrow x in
afternoon spent rather miserable two hours trying to find
something in this uninteresting town to interest me x Sooner
we get back to the line now the better | will be pleased x in
eveniing tried to vead in YMCA room x Sent note to Annie §
pe’s to Mother, Aunt Amy § Dick Ormond x



12/27/1917 sSlept Last night on boards; two blankets over me; very cold x

12/28/1917

went to bed about 7 feeling rather miserable at the goool
things 1 was now missing after my holiday jawnt x Up at &;
plece bread § cold weat for breakfast x Good deal of snow
during night, § place white this morning x At 7 marched
dowwn to boat, leaving at 8,30 § arriving at Dover calais
10,30 x Marched to rest camp, where we have to stay until
tomorvow x Can't say | am feeling cheerful x § the sooner
now t am back with the boys the better 1 will be pleased x
Heard from a chap that sinee | have been away a shell landed
in one of our bivvies at the guns § killed everyone in it ~ five
tn number, including three of the same gun detachment as
myself ~ Sgt Piper, Bomb Hill § qur Odey; also Swmith §
Rasmussen X Very sorry to hear of it x There are several
tnches of snow on the ground, § showers of it have been
falling throughout the day x

Entratned at Calats about 11 for Poperinghe, arriving there at
2,30, and at camp at 5 x The whole country has several
inches of swow over it x Very cold x Glad to be among the
boys again now that my leave Ls over x What a happy time (
had! Found Letters from Mother (Sept 17-23-2 Oct)

Twinnies, Pickles (2) Howie Uncle Geo Cousin Blanche; Effie;
RaY; § Aubrey also papers from Kit, Effie § Mother x Letter
also from Billy Stwmpson x



12/29/1917 started work again x A very “hard thing” x Fine day; Snow
everywhere x [ooo] Sentp.cs § ack all Letters received
yesterday x Golng up to the guns with a working party at 3
tomorrow morning x also p.c to Harry Flnney § Miss Garlick
X 9,20 ULiverpool

12/30/1917 4p 3 am to take working party up to gun position x Two
hours walk x Back at 4 pm x The Menin road, over which we
went has been, § s continually “slathered” up tervibly x
overturned § destroyed wagons § timbers every few yards
for over a wlle x The surrounding country is utter desolation
x Received a plum pudding from Miss ward x Many thanks
X Golng up to the guns tomorrow x Sent p.c. to Annie x



12/31/1917 A P Ppol Wellington haver., Scott Wellington ). A,
Mceqavin wellington (Nelson) tn compa nwy with these three
chaps | spent the last night of the old year at the guns on
Menin Road x The day has beew cold, a keen wind blowing
off the snow making us feel the need of all our warm clothing
X A quiet dag, so far (epwe), tho' at the wowment Fritz is
sending a few over near our position x From 9 to midnight |
have to guard ammunition“down the rond” a bit x At present
we are all yarning in our bivwy simoking cigars which Bert
gave me while in Blighty x Am thinking of all at howe, § of
my close friends x Hope they will all have a happy one x ...,
Adfter midnight: Just back from guard x Saw the old year out
to the accompaniment of a short sharp stunt from Fritz x we
also sent him Rindly greetings! May we all be tn good oldl
New Zealanol next New Year x Kia ora! x Mafeesh 19171



1/1/1918 The first thing that greeted we this morning when | awake
was “There’s a cablegram for You Spear” x Beeus had sent me
greetings x Thanks, same to You! We are tn a bivwy bullt at
rear of & Huwn pill-box x This morning a Y.M.C.A, man
visited us, bringing “buckshee” clgarettes, chewing gum,
chocolate, § two hams x A [Clnemal man also took some
“‘movies” of some of the boys x | was on duty at the guns at
the time so “missed” being “took” x Fine day, tho” cold wind x
Such a dreary streteh of country hereabouts; shell-torn
ground, stunted § blackened tree trunks, § all the
tmpedimenta of war Lying everywhere x Both sides exchange
“‘greetings” fatrly persistently all day x Night so far quiet x 1
have now commenced my third diary x Pe’s to cousin
Blanche § Betty Stmpson x

1/2/1918 posted Letter to Mother, § p.c’s to Eccus § Miss ward (ack,
plum pudding) x warm day; thawing slightly x Quiet day;
only Little artillery fire x Also sent p.c, to Miss Angus x Our
guns are right out tn the open, with no shelter at all x just off
Menin road, near Westhoek Ridge x

1/3/1918 sSnow during night x Fine sunny day x Aerial activity x
Failrly active all day



1/4/1918 Fine x Good denl aerial activity; several fights x only
moderate artillery fire x Fritz went mad on one or two
oceastons § “strafed” havd on his usual targets x We have
some good places to skate on; iee very thick x

1/5/1918 pull, but fine § warmer x Quiet day x salvaged ammunition
X

1/6/1918 Flne x Just the usual kind of day; some artillery fire, a few
aerial combats; § very cold x Carting ammunition most of
the day x Wrote Mother (recounting wmy trip as far as
Edinburgh 20p), § also pe: to Mother, Aunty § Effie; also
some photos of Caledonian Hotel x

1/7/1918 gqround thawing; very sloppy x Rather quiet until about 5.45
when Fritz heavily shelled owr position x [ was just going on
duty at the gun at the thme; having to sleep tn a bit of a
bivvy x Our candle was blown out several times by
concussion, § heaps of dirt fell on to § tnto the doorway x
However, no one was hurt, but | think the three of us were
wowndlerting where the “next one” was going to fall x No Shells
ave still (9.30) coming over, but are safe for us x Letters from
Mother (Nov Oct 29 — Oct Nov 4) § cousin Blanche, Xmas
card from Ray, § p.c. from Corn Mac x My howe letters
between Oct 2 § 29 have not Yet turned up x Wrote Annle,
bplek § Maud



1/8/1918 priving snowstorm all morning x Bitterly cold wind x
puring Fritz’s “strafe” last night of our position two gun pits
were blown tn x Wrote Cousin Blanche x On duty guns all
night x Finishead reading “The Beloved vagabond” (Locke) x

1/9/1918 Morning fine; afternoon another driving snowstorm: had to
work in it for some thme x No bon! Guins on both sides rather
quiet x We are bullding reserve gun pits bn our “spare time”!

1/10/1918 At 2 this morning we had to turn out on response to an
S.0.S. call from our infantry x For the next #/+ of an hour we
gave Fritz something to ‘Reep him thinkin' x” Heavy thaw in
night § at daylight very little snow to be seen x Heaps of
mud § slush in its place x Artillery fairly Lively all day x
wrote Nell § Aunt Amy X

1/11/1918 still thawing, with mud § slush on the tnerease x Usual
‘strafing” going on x Yesterday the artillery wagon lines
were shelled x About 60 chaps were Rilled § wounded; also a
falr number of horses x Not surpriseo, as the whole division is
camped n a small area, with stables § mess huts to show the
alrmen where we are x Only one man (Jim Laybourne) of our
battery was wounded (slightly); one horse killed § two
wounded x Fritz used his ‘oot suite” or “rubber - guts” gun -
which has a very long range x On duty at guns all night x



1/12/1918 Few showers of sleet; otherwise fine x Usual artillery activity
x Filling sand-bags all day; | estbmate on a fair basts, that |
have about put half - of Belgium tn bags x Letter from Lncle
Geo (Jan 5) § parcel form Misses Elsie and Eileen Halr (hold-
all, just what ( needed, as my other was blown up); § Mrs
Blackburn (tin butter, tin raspberry jam, two tins tobacco,
tin lollies § pkt handkerchief x Espectally was the butter
appreciated x Thanks my kRind friends x Wrote to Mrs
Blackburn § Misses Hair; § p.c. to Ray x

1/13/1918 Missing Oct matl arrived: Three from Mother (Oct €-15, 22)
Kit (2) Plckles (2) Kol, Ra Y Brian Bree, Annle, Mrs
Blackburne; § paper Aunt Amy x Jolly glad to get thewm x
Fine day; heavy artillery fire part of day x Wrote to Mother
14p (trip wp to thme Left Glasgow) x Golng down to W.L.
tomorrow x Further tnformation rve shelling of our W, L, on
10th show that casualties numberent 103, of whom about 17
were Rilled x Worst smack up the artillery have yet had on the
one day x

1/14/1918 quu crews changed over, § [ went to the W, L, x Snow during
night § part of morning x Haok two hours walk tn snow; we
tooke a “short cut” § found it the longest way round x Letter
form Aunt Amy; Wrote Aunt Amy, § pe’s to Kit, Kol,
Matia, Pickles, § Cora Mac, § Ray x Looked up Toby
Awnderson x



1151918 Rain during last night, § most of today; very heavy all
evening x we are swamp- literally wallowing in mud § slush
over our boot tops x Enough to give a man the “huwmp” x This
time last year the ground was white with snow § frozen as
hard as rock x We prefer these conditions — however bitter the
cold — to Living tn mud x C'est Lo guerve! x Wrote “Plekles” §
Daisy x

1/16/1918 Heavy rain § gale in night, lasting until best part of
forenoon x

V1771918 Raln § snow, snow § rain x Lovely! wrote to Annie § Kol x

1/18/1918 No rain, but still oceans of slimy mud x Played 13th Battery
football draw - no score x Dlok some washing § maole an
attempt to darn socks - a jolly nuisance x Hereabouts there
are wo civillans to attend to these things — we ought to have
sowme “waacs” attacheot to us for this purpose x While riding a
“‘donk” from water today the brute lay down in the mud §
sent me nto the thick of it x A Little more mud added to what
[ was already covered in diol not matter much x We are
plogging it § no wmistake x Parcel from Annie - cakes, apples,
oranges x Bon! Many thanks Annie [-] Ack, same x



1/19/1918 Huyvah for treland! Sixteew letters from NZ, today x Such a
feast ( had reading thew after tea x Three from Mother (Nov
13-19-26) Kit, Kol, Matia, Pickles (2) Effie (2, § a photo) a
long one from Howle, ditto Miss Thornton (§ photos) Ray,
Putty (§ photos) Aunt Kate, Aubrey x Life’s worth Living
once morel Also coupons from Mother § Gert § Mr [Tatton]
(per Bffie) x Warm day, but oh! the mud! x Owne of the
balloons ow our sector got advift today, but do no know its
fate x

1/20/1918 wiarm § fime x Wrote Mother detatling my trip up to the time
[ reached London (16 p) x About 6,30 pm | was ordered to
take a man with we § report to Beatty ammunition dump §
proceed with another team to Batty position x An all night job
x Afrer floundering about tn muad for best part of hour, §
reporting to various “heads” was informed that tratn had left
two hours before x As no more trains were running during
night told to go “home” x More messing up among the “heads”
x Forgive thew however, as it saved we being out all night x

1/21/1918 Reported sick § semtto No 5 N, Z, Fleld Ambulance for few
days x At a clearing stations met Reg Dodson, also ow sick,
list x Showers during day x The F, ambulance is near
Poperinghe x Good tea tonlght: bread, butter, pressed tongue,
boiled smgo, jam, pickles, te x



1/22/1918 Few showers x We are are being well fed in Hospital x Menus
today as followed: Breakfast: Boiled sago, fried bacon, tea,
bread (Wh | madle into toast) butter § jam x Dinner: Roast
meat, bolled spuds, custard § preserved damsons; bread
pudding; jam, tea x Tea: Bread pudding, salmon, tea or
coffee, bread, butter jam § pickles x Supper; cocon biscuits
ALL stuff well cooked x Can do with a Lot of this x Wrote to
“BoYy" X Concert in evening x 30 -32

1/23/1918 Showery during night x Finished reading “A change in the
cabinet (Belloc) x Commenced What Became of Pam
(Barowness V. Hutten)

1/24/1918 Fine x Finlshed what Became of Pam’, § com. “The Expensive
Miss du cane” (Miss Macnaughton)

1/25/1918 Quite a spring day: warm § sunny x Nice moonlight night x
Finished The Expensive ,.. cane” x (sic) Commenced “Six /2
dozen ndiscretions” (Helene Glngold”) x

1/26/1918 \wrrote Mother (16p) concluding a/c trip BLithg X Cowncert at
night; not bad x Going back to my unit tomorrow x Feeling
better x

1/27/1918 Ddischarged from hospital x Driven to Reinforcement Camp,
from where walked to our horse Wagon Lines x Letter from
Dick; paper Aunt AmY X M’Lstg olag XY.-M.C.A, service
evening X Band th attnodwnce x (sic)

1/28/1918 paycels from Effle (clg tobacco, tin choc) § RayY (tin clgs), §
papers from Aunt Amy § Effie (L Dominion) x warm
sunny da(tj X O/cpl X



1/29/1918 \wagow Lines shelled this morning x Adfter three shells came
over us got the harness clean x One shell fell tn 11th Batty
lines, but fortunately an inspection was belng held § horses
§ men were not tn stables x Returned to stables after betng
absent abut =/ hours x No damage to 13th Lines or personmnel
X Warm sunny oay x

1/30/1918 Fine warnm spell continues x Wrote Effie x /= holiday x Read
“pelilah of the Snow (Bindloss) Char Met Charlie Hawmilton -
first time for over a year x

1/31/1918 Raw, wmisty day x #= holiday x 13th 11th junior teams
(football) draw, no score x Reading “Literary Studies”
(Walter Bagehot) x Concert YMCA evening, 1st Canterbury
Band assisting x

2/1/1918 Av\,v\,i\/ersarg Nelsown citg x Dull raw da yxise plequet x
wWrote Cora Mac

2/2/1918 Fine sunny afternoon x Football 3vd Brigade beat 1st
Brigade - -3 x Concert by 1st Canterbury Band Y.M.C.A,

2/3/1918 DLl but fine x Church parace morning; padre Young x #/2
holiday afternoon L X beat R X football £-0 x Looked up john
Reld at walker's Camp bn afternoon x Evening service YMCA

2/4/1918 Fine x Letters from Mother (photo Holly) (Dec 2) Pickles,
Aunt Kate, § Miss white x O/cpl x Wrote Mother § p.c, Miss
White x



2/5/1918 Fine; dull x Letter Aunt Amy X n evening went to “Forty
Thieves” by NZ. divisional Entertainers with ), Retd x A
wash-out as soon after start the lights went wrong § couldn't

be fixed up x

2/6/1918 Swmmary from Harry Finney x Shower during night; fine
day x “Plerrots” with ) Retd tn evening x very good x /=
holiday

2/7/1918 showery x P.c to Annie x Reading “The Salt of the Earth”
(Lafargue) x Sent “York Minster” to Mother x

2/8/1918 Drizzling rain x Usual routine x Have had a very sore throat
for several days x

2/9/1918 Letter from Annie x ¥ holiday, Football 3vd Brigade beat
2ud Brigade for divisional champlonship by 10-3 x High
wind blowing but on whole good gawme, with some fine bouts
of passing x Big crowd, including “heads”, seated on G.S.
wagon; band also in attendance x Bvening YMCA Hut, given
by NZ. Masons, opened by Gurl Russell; qurl Johnson also
present x Band concert § few vocal ttems x Not a bao turn out
X Fine day x

2/10/1918 \wWrpte Mother x Church parade YMCA hut wmorning; Brig
Gurl Russell § Genl Johnston present; /= holiday afternoon x
Song service YMCA evening x Met Joe Dickson § Norris x
Golng up to guns tomorrow morning in teams to move guns
X “Matl” from Mother x



2/11/1918 4p 4,30 to take g-horse team to gun position Mentin Roaol to
move guns to a new position x A road which had been made to
take out the guns was heavily shelled ystrday afternoon §
the shells hit the voad fair in centre x This made our work
very diffieult § hard x However our team shifted two guns §
got home at 2.30 x Only cup of tea § biscuit since early
morning x Not much shelling going on x In evening 4th
Infty Brgde gave very good concert tn YMCA hut x Parcel
wedding cake from Howie x Our gun “B” was brought down to
go to ordnance, so we (B sub) will not go into active for a day
or two x Puring my trip today | saw evidence of preparations
we have wmade in case of a retirement x Hundreds of veserve
gun emplacements § small bivies have been wade; many
places have beew barbed wired; § other strong points wmade x
Along a certain rond many blg guns; one named Johnnie
walker x

2/12/1918 Fine; showers during night x Lecture b Y Br Megreur (?) (ste)
(Professor Edin l/tw’wersitg) in YMCA Hut on Epres (eep) X
Very interesting; large crowd x The Br & a bit of a humourist,
§ told some good stories x Wrote Annie x

2/13/1918 \A/et otag X Band concert YMCA evening x Reading “The Soul
of a Bishop (wells)

2/14/1918 dull x Plenty of mud x

2/15/1918 Parcel from Aubrey; Letter from Annie; papers Aunty § Ray

(2) x Fine day; cold night x Pletures YMCA evening x Good
deal artillery activity evening x



2/16/1918 Haygl frost; beautiful sunny day x The kind of one [ used to
like going down to the golf links x Pictures YMCA Camp x
Reading Actions § Reactions (Kipling) x

2/17/1918 Another fine day x Our heavies wore active than for some
dnys past x Went to see Hamilton x Song service YMCA
evening x P.c Uncle Geo x

2/18/1918 Fine spell comtinues x Wrote Mother x
2/19/1918 Fime x Wrote Joe x 2nd Coury Band concert YMCA evening

2/20/1918 rain x Heavies active x

2/21/1918 Fine x Papers from Kit § Effle (Dominlon) x sharp stunt this
morning x

2/22/1918 Rain during night § dull dull x Up at 3 am to report to
guns; back dinner thme x Canadian concert bands YMCA
evening x Had a walk along Bpres-Roulen railway line;
lnocked about; plenty of pill boxes; ete x

2/23/1918 Fine x Letter from Annie x concert YMCA by “EByes Right”
party (from N.Z, base); very good; crowdeol

2/24/1918 Letter Aunt Amy x Fine x Our guns moved out of action
today); but we are going in again itn a day or two x The last
position has beew an easy one, especially for the R § C X's, the
L X were sniping form the Epres - Roulen ratlway x Wrote
Mother X YMCA service in evening x “Bucksheesh” parcel
Ch/ch Liverpool fund (tea milk, tongues, salmon,
handkerchiefs, boot Lace) x Ack, same x



2/25/1918 Fime; nothting much ootng x

2/26/1918 Showery x About 9 pm orders came to me to go into action at
once X Bit of a bustle x Our gun was going tn, but at last
mowent it hao to be sent to ordnance, so t did not go up x
(Note: From. here onwards to March 4 wmy diary was written
up sowe da Ys Later)

2/27/1918 reported sick, ordered stay in bed x

2/28/1918 1, beot x Letters from Mother (up to end Dec.) Aunt Kate, Kit
(2) Pickles (2 § photos) Matia, Harry Fluney, Ray x

3/1/1918 Tpkewn to hospital ~ No 3 canadian C.C.S; pneumonia x

3/2/1918 Spnowing x

3/3/1918 Transferred to No 54 London General Hospital x At
Aubengue (near Boulogne) Red x Train journey of some nine
hours x A “Tommy” died in our ward on way down § was
taken off at Amiens x

3/4/1918 \well fed § Looked after x But fed up of hospital Life x
3/5/1918 oo (stc) monotonoust X Wrote notes Mother

3/6/1918 Up for the first thme x Arrayed myself in an awful- Looking
sult of blues - pants about 10 sizes too big, tunic ditto ditto
too small x Red tie, § red handdkerchief to mateh x Almost
fancy myself back tn civil Life! The beach ts not far off §
hope to get there soon x Hospital on sand hills overlooking x
Decent concert by some Ladies from Boulogne x Wrote Aunt
Amy X



3/7/1918 Putting in thme! Concert at night x Nice sunny day x

3/8/1918 Same as 585’:&0(&8, minus the concert x Read Salt of the
Sea” (Morteg Roberts) x

3/5/1918 sSunny day x Lecture by a Professor (Waring (2) of London
Mw’wersitg on “Life in o wmedieaval (sic) town” x very
interesting; Described the Life in Bngland tn 13th Century x
Read “The Right Stuff” (lan Hay); very goood x

3/10/1918 Sunny day x Transferred to 25 General at Hardelot x Taken
there tn an ambulance; passed thro’ Boulogne on way x
Pleasant drive, § is satld to have been a favourite spot of King
Ed. ln peace time x The villas are charming § plcturesque,
tho’ wost of them are not occupled at present, with exception
those used for hospital x Very fine tiled prom running along
sea front in straight Line for about ¥= mile x Steamers, war
ships § sailing craft passing along quite close tnshore all
day x Beach only couple mins, from hospital, we are allowed
ow it practically all day x went church evening (Ch of €.
service) x

3/11/1918 Anopther beautiful day; spent wmost of it on seashore x Pletures
at night tn church army hut x

3/12/1918 clovious day); Lolled about on beach x \Wrote Mother x Concert
in evening; very good orchestra x

3/13/1918 Move sunshine x Met Sister Dement, § had good yarn about
Nelson x watched polo mateh on beach in evening x Read
“‘Sixes § Sevens” (0.Henry) x



3/14/1918 Rain during night; day rather dull § cold x Given an
Australion Red X Bag contaitning comb, have brush,
toothbrush, toothpowder, shaving § totlet soap, shaving brush,
white handkerchief, writing paper § envelopes, pencil ~ a very
useful “bng” x Wrote Annle x

3/15/1918 sunshine x Reading “A Knight on Wheels” (lan Hag) ; good
X

3/16/1918 Letter Aunt Amy; ack. same x Fine day x Reading
[“sedau’] x

3/17/1918 Fine x Church morning § evening x

3/18/1918 Glorious day x Wrote Mother x § p.c. to Pickles x

3/19/1918 Fime but dull x Letter from Aunt Amy, Annle, Jack rRetd
N.Z. war Cont. Assn. Concert tn evening (verg good) x
Wrote ) Reld § Mrs Blatr x

3/20/1918 Rain during night, but glorious day; spent most of it on
beach x Parcel from Kit x

3/21/1918 Letters from Mother (Jan #14) Kit, Pickles (2) Matia, Howle,
Unele Jack, Hul Harrison x Flne, but foggy at time x Concert
in evening by an English party - quite good x Parcel Annie
X A couple of S. Army padres — once of Nelsown - came around
today distributing “bucksheesh” x weather foggy x



3/22/1918 Foggy x Wrote Kit § [V] x Papers from Kit § parcel sugar §
tea from Mother x Lecture on Fremch Revolution” by Rev,
Chaddock - very interesting x A N.Z., Sgt came round
distributing “backsheesh” articles to New Zealanders - 1 got
2 pkts clgs, writing pad, shaving soap, 2 white
handkerchief's, lead pencil § tooth paste x

3/23/1918 Foggy tn morning, but cleared up in afternoon § turned out
beautiful evening (moonlight) x Fritz came over § “archies”
were busy x It is said that a bowb dropped on a hospital §
caused severe casualties x Reported 2 planes brought dowwn x
Belng discharged from Hospital on Tuesday x Papers (“Matls
Colonist § Summ”) from Kit x

3/24/1918 Glovious day); church morning § evening x wWrote Ray §
Annie x News from [thel front wot too good; Germans
apparently [meeting] with some success x

3/25/1918 rather cold wind § dull sky x Wrote Mother § p.c. Aunt
Ay X

3/26/1918 pischarged from Hospital § sent to Base at Etaples x All the
way along coast one vast hospital area § base camp; must be
thousands of men hereabouts x Cold cloudy morning, but
Later on fine day x in evening had a long walk round camps
x the Wounded from the Somwme ave already down here x



3/27/1918 ca Medlically examined § boarded x Dr Pettit examining
officer x Butertalnment by waacs in S, Army hut evening x
Plenty of recreation § [Cinemal huts are provided, each
denomination seemingly being represented x Troops §
ambulance trains with wounded continually passing thro’ x
Went Btaples village evening with jock [Burnside] x Dirty
place x especially round the fishing quarters x Had eggs ete
at YMCA x Had to wait [devil] thwme to be served x

3/28/1918 Fine, but colol x Walk round camp x
3/29/1918 Showery morning; fine rest day x Met several Nelsow chaps x

3/30/1918 ¢plol, with showers x Towwn patrol at night x Reading for
secondl thme “Last dayjs Pompell” x

3/31/1918 Reported sick with botl on thigh § gathered [big toenail] x
Aodlmitted to camp hospital, § sent on to 24 General; full up,
§ sent on § adwitted to 46 Stationery x Wrote Mother §
Stister Dewment x Flne day x Service (CE) in hut in evening x
Padre nothing startling x

4/1/1918 Hail shower night; olag suny X Wrote Annle § Aunt Amg X

4/2/1918 Nothing doing x Fine x

4/3/1918 Few showers; wrote Dick X

4/4/1918 Dull g showery x Wrote Pickles x

4/5/1918 Fine, but dull x Read “The Crimson Azaleas” (Stackpoole);
pretty story of Japan x



4/6/1918 Fine x Had a walk “dowwn the voad” § wet a Lot of our chaps
(artillery) who haol just come back from Blighty x Read "BY
Stroke of the Sword” (Balfour) story of adventures “Spanish
Main” x Rather interesting x

4/7/1918 Beautiful sunny day x n evening went to Military Church
(C €) x sSmall pipe organ § cholr x Anthem “Praise Ye the
Lord” very good x Good sermon, singing x

4/8/1918 pull x Reaol “The Faith of Men” (Jack Lonolon) x
4/9/1918 Same olol thing x Having a jolly good time in hospital x

4/10/1918 \whist dlrive tn our ward x Jolly enjoyable x The Sisters
provided supper § prizes x Supper: e9g § sardines
sandwiches; jellies, custard § fruit, § cocoa x Bon! Helped
nurses prepare the good things x At the end of we gave the
ladies 3 big cheers x Wrote Mother

41171918 Rain morning, nice afternoon x Had walk round the locality
x Read “The Keeper of the Door” (Ethel Dell); don't like it as
well as her others x Parcel of tea, sugar § sweets from Mother
X

4121918 Lovely day x Letter § razor blades from Aunt Amy x
Probably going out of hospital tomeorrow x Rather sorry, as
have had very happy thme here x Made morning § afternoon
tea with Mother’s parcel x Good x Wrote Aunt Amy x



4/13/1918 __etter from Mother (Febg 10) Sister Dement x Part of my
N.Z, mail has not yet come to hand x W’wwl@ dag X Wrote
Uncle jack x

4/14/1918 cold § wind Y x Service evening at M’LL’L‘carg Church x W

4151918 F, Archibald. Cpl No 987.6th. Buffs. B. Coy B. . F. This
chap is in hospital with me - a typical cockney regular
soldier x Dull day x Letter from cousin Annie x

4/16/1918 [peclaringl war again tomorrow; belng discharged from
hospital § going to base x (55551 Pte) PEScott 2rd C. 1. B.
Fine but dull x This is a “digger” who s Lin the next bed to me
X

4/17/1918 J. Morris | 46 Statlonary Hospital | ___ | Craigneish |
Largs | Ayrshive Nan MacMahown (sister) 24 Atlantic Av
(Paddy) Bidford ireland 46 Stationery Hosp lda. C Reeve
Charnwood (3rd St Hospital Clton (4/10/1€ Blrmingham
4 & Stationery Hosp, These Three of the “best” x went to the
base x Paper from Harry Finney x Sister gave me a box of
100 cigs; thanks x

4/18/1918 Rain § very cold wind x Medically examined, § have to go
before a boaro x Wrote to Mother § cousin Annle x Visited 46
Hsptl in evening stopped to concert; jolly goodl; also haol
SUpper X

4/19/1918 sSleet showers; very cold x noculated x Read “Chronicles of the
mp” (Farnol) x Not so good as his other works x



4/20/1918 Frosty) morning; sunny day; cold wind x tw evening went to
plctures with Hewry Jennings; there long walk; supper (havd
~ boiled eggs biscuits § ten) at Boy Scouts Hut x Shifted to
“Phystical Jerks” lines x

4/21/1918 Decent morning; but cold § windy Later in day x n
afternoon went to Paris Plage — a tram run of about 20 mins
x Rickety old affair x Paris P, a seaside vesort, with good
promenade x Plenty of shops, § rather nice- looking villas x
Had tea at Btaples § Later went to service at Military Chureh x
Called in at 46 afterwards x Read “Happy Go Lucky” (1an
Hay ) tnwd Larew very good; nice § light reading x

4/22/1918 Commmenced “physieal jerks’ x Met Putty Hurst § Cock, who
came into camp last night x Had good yarn x (n evening
went with Putty to Btaples § then walk round the camps x
Train load Hun prisoners at station x Not at all a bad
[stamep] of men x Read “How Mr Taveinsh (Jeffrey Farnol)

4/23/1918 Fine day, but cloudy x n afternoon | went with Putty to
Paris Plage x n evening had a pow- wow with 2 Nelsow boys-
Harry Pettit, Cock § Putty x

4/24/1918 Just had a walk thro’ the woods with Putty sooner if had been
a nice girt! x [The Longest Cheer’ oh] Putty. Hé n evening x
Flne, but dull x Read “The mpending Sword” (vVachell); did
not care for it x



4/25/1918 Anzac Day; holiday x A special dinner was put own,
consisting of beef- steak pie, mashed spuds, plum duff, §
custard x tn afternoon service was held ~ hyymns, an address,
§ “Last Post” Reveille played in wemory of fallen x Then
sports mtg — great success x Plenty of womenfolk present, §
races also provideo for thew x The ossie’s won tug-of-war, §
V.AD'S beat the waacs x An aeroplane came over and did a
“stunt” x Nice warm day, but cloudy x Letter from Cousin
Annie x Met Sister Dement at sports x

4/26/1918 Roptten cold day); not feellng well, § was in bed all day x Note
from Annle, telling we two parcels are coming x Good O!

42711918 Foggy wmorning; rest of day fine wWrote Mother and also to
Base P, O. re my wmissing mail x



4/28/1918 [ etters (a month old) from Uncle Geo, Annie, ). Reld x Sent
p.e’s to all the family x also recd note Bank NZ, re money
awatting wme from N, Z x Met Jeff Shallerass, who came over
yesterday x Showed him round Btaples § the camp § went
Military Church evening x Church parnde morning x dull,
but fine x Fish auction at etaples tn bldg x Fish latd out on
floor in patrs; women (all dressed tn thelr best) standing
round, § man auctioneer talking fast selling the wares x His
tone was more like a the viear intoning a service, but only
much more musical than some t have Listened to, § he usually
ended up tn a crescendo, falling pleasantly to dimuendo x

(sic)

4/29/1918 N, Z,, letters at last; from Mother (Feby 17 - 24) Aunt Kate,
Kot, Plekles, Ray (§ coupon) Effie (coupon); § Kit x Wrote
Bank N. Z, Londown x Cold windy day x met “Saucy” Bolton
X Wrote NL.Z, war Assw for Razor Blades x P.¢’s to Blanche,
Miss Thornton § Nell x

4/30/1918 Pyycels from Annle (cakes, sweets, eggs, fruit, tin milk,
sardines) Miss Thornton (2 prs bon socks § tin 50 cigs); §
Putty (tobacco § clgarettes) x A good day day for me!
Thanks every- one x Had a good feed, § plenty of smokes x
The socks were very acceptable, as 1 lost all my spare ones
whew | came went to hospital x Cold cloudy day x [Cinemal
at night with Jeff Shallerass § Henry Jennings x



S/1/1918 Cold windy day x Usual camp routine x 46 evening x Wrote
Awninle x

5/2/1918 Bathing § washing day x warm o!ag X

5/3/1918 Fine § cloudy x 46 evening x

5/4/1918 (_etters from Mother (Jan. 22-28 Feby 5) Aunt Kate, Piekles,
§ Daisy x (5/- coupons Uncle Jack) x Rain during night;
fine, but cloudy day x

5/5/1918 Rain nearly all day; fine evening x Wrote Mother, Ray §
Miss Thornton X S.A. bn morning; military chureh evening;
46 later X

>/6/1918 Dull day; had an easy thme x Wrote p.c’s to Plrant, Mrs
Young, Burke § Mrs Angus x Lecture in evening by Capt
Davies on ‘Germany before the war x 7 interesting x Tin of
sugar from Mother x Letter from Putty x

S/7/1918 Heavy rain during night x Fine § showery morning; rest
day fine x Lecture in evening tn Murray Hut by dr
[Dauceyl US.A, on Bismarck § the world situation” x very
interesting § informative x [iw's faithfull] all day x



5/8/1918 Nice sunny day ~ the first for a long time x Parcel (cake
fruit sardines sweets) from Annle; Letter from [-]1 x Usual
routine x Getting tired of the base x In eveniing the camp
police tried to break up a two-up school, § lead to a riot abmost
x Orderly room windows broken § police chased; all the
prisoners Let out of the clink; which was thew set on fire §
wmade a big blaze x The “Johnnies” went for thelr lines § lost
all their belongings x Two tents also ocoupied by them were
torn down, § the contents thrown tnto the fire x Quite a nice
Little break it made in the monotony) of canp Life! “Lights
out” was blown whewn flames at their helght!!

5/9/1918 Another fine day x Looked tn at concert Tipperary hut x 46
evening x Read “Old Mortality” x

5/10/1918 Dull morning, fine evening x Concert Lowry Hut
S/11/1918 Nice sunny day; = holiday x walk thro’ woods in evening x
Summary Harry Flnney x

5/12/1918 \Wwet morning; fine afternoon § evening x Church parade
morning; evening Military church x Red razor blades from
NZ war C, assw x Wrote Mother x



5/13/1918 T{n sugar § tea from Mother x Ack. razor blades N.Z., W, C.
assw, forwarded #.50 { (5/6) x Rain all day; heavy in
evening x Dramatic Recital Ms Lowry Hut by Mr St John
(one time of Nelson); had a yarw to hiv, § he appeared very,
pleased to weet some one from my town x Last thme | saw him
recite was in Nelson x Read “the Remington Sentence”
(vachell); good x

5/14/1918 Before Medical Board § marked “Fit” x Letter from Lncle Geo
X Flne 0!015; but dull x

5/15/1918 Letters from Mother (Feb 3 (March 5-12-15) Pickles (also
soop) Kot, Blanche Miss ward x Marched tnto “A” Lines x
very hot day x Through the woods evening x Tues p.w.
[orders] for 2/6d from Mother x also 2 letters from Aunt
Amy x Reading “Face of Clay” (vachell) x

5/16/1918 Another hot day x went thro’ “gas,” an all day job x The
lnstruction includes lectures on the different kinds of gas, §
methools to be adlopted in countering them x Afterwardls, our
helimets are testeot in the tear gas chamber — after which we go
thro’ the “real stuff” x 46 evening x Wrote Aunt Amy x

5/17/1918 Apnother hot day x Wrote Twinnies x waiting all morning on
dental apptwet; put off until tomorrow x Thro woods in
evening; also 46



5/18/1918 StlL warm x Teeth being fixed up x Golng up line in a day or
two x Wrote Twinnles; Paper (“Matl”) from Effie x The fine
weather has induoced Fritz to send over aeroplanes daily; he is
generally very high, § our “archies” do wot harm him x Am
writing up my diary in the woods; nice § cool x Birds are
singing; aeroplanes droning by; § in distance one hears the
pipers x 46 evening

5/19/1918 Awnother warm day x Wrote Mother x Teeth fixed up x Thro’
woods evening x

>/20/1918 wrpte note to Nurse Reeve x Last night Huw aeroplanes tn
large numbers (said to be 60) visited this area § did
constoerable bombing x A clear moonlight night § the raid
lasted about 1 ¥/2 hrs x Hospitals came in for most damage,
over 300 patients § staff being injured or killed x No 46
(Where [ was recently) was badly hit, there being 0
casualties tneluding 2o killed x several of the tanks (huts)
were blowwn tn, bombs falling in front of three or four of them
x Hao a look at the damage this evening x No 1 Canadian, St
Johw's, § 24 General also had wumerous casuatties, some
nurses belng among the Rilled x Camps were also bombed, §
in one 50 Guards were killed § many more wounded x Two
bombs fell in square of Etaples x No damage was caused to
ratlway line or bridges x Reported the three ‘planes brought
down x At one hospital big marquee set on fire x Our own
camp was not bombed, but plenty of shrapunel ete was flying
about from the “archies” x Reported that several Hun prisoners
who tried to get away were shot x (two words blackened out -
indecipherable) Tonight thousands of soldiers from the
camps marcheo into the open § slept there; but no raid



5/21/1918 ot day x This afternoon all the N,Z."ers went digging

5/22/1918

trenches at the hospitals for protection of staff § patients in
case atr vaids x All day yesterdayg up till this afternoon was
allowed to go by without any action belng taken to safeguard
those in hospitals x Could easily have beew another ratd last
night x A nice sample of British inaction x If those in
authority could have seew any further thew their noses
trenches would not have beew Left to be dug after 200 people
had been kicked § another 200 wounded, as was the case on
Sunday x A canadian nurse was buried this morning, there
belng a long procession of nurses from different hospitals x
Another one was buried this evening x Tonlght there was
another air vaild, but so far as is known, few, if any bombs,
were dropped in this avea, although the ‘planes passed over out
coamp § we heard Loud explosions § saw big glare towards
coast x Through woods in evening; after 46 x Put on draft x

Entrained at etaples siding 720 arriving at doullens siding
about 3 am x Thunderstorm while waiting to entrain x Very
pretty country passed thro’, greens of varying shades
making pleasing vista x Usual scramble to entrain x just
before reaching Doullens Huns dropped bombs tn ratlway
grounds, but did wo damage beyond shattering the RTO
office; Rilled a Frenchman § two or three Tommies x Got to
bed (in huts) about 2,30 x



5/23/1918 Moved off at 9 am for Louvencourt, distance 17 Kilos (10
miles) x Full packs up § rather a solid wmarch x Cool breeze §
cloudy sky countered the heat x For some miles passed under
leafy avenue trees; at one spot the trees tapered inwards at top
§ made magnificent nave x varied green tints § meadows
full of buttercups make an ever pleasing vista x Got to details
coamp 2,20, § later on sent to S.AA, BLA.C, x Village of usual
kind, plenty of French troops about x

5/24/1918 Cold, windy) wet day x Re- jolned 13th Battery, getting to W,
L. about noon x Glad to meet all the boys x n evening walked
over to nelghbouring village of [Bust] § saw Putty x

5/25/1918 Fipne, but on cold side x At gas instruction all day x /e horse
plequet night wrote to Sisters Macmahon, Morris § Reeve x

5/26/1918 Fine x Afternoon went into Doullens to see about some
Officers’ Kits x Had a look thro’ the city, with we passed thro’
on our way from the Somme in 1916 x Heavy stunt during
night x Paper from Aunt Amy x



5/27/1918 Fine x Sports tn evening by Ploneers, flags flying, bands
playing § shells falling about a wmile away x Heavy stunt
last night x The Maoris have made a tennis court in their
camp near us x Cricket is played in the various camps - §
still the war continues x Fritz from his balloons has good
observation; | often wonder what he thinks of it all x

5/28/1918 Fine x Usual routine x Wrote Mother x Read “Oh Christina”
(Bell) x

5/29/1918 Fime; nothing much doing x Cleaning up gear for show x
Letter from Annle; Wrote Annle, Scott § Coleman x

5/30/1918 AlL day with fatigue part at show Ground x Basy time § fine
§ warm

5/31/1918 Sawe job as Yesterday x Fine § warm x Heavy stunt this
morning early x Read “Turret §Torpedo” x

6/1/1918 Pdittp gesterota Y x

6/2/1918 Brigade competition for best turn-out, won by 13th Battery,
‘D" sub winning best sub section in Battery x 13th will
represent the 3vol Brigade in D'vsn'l competition tomorrow x
Up at show grounds today x Letters from Aunt Amy §
nurses Morris § Reeve, papers Mother § Aunt Amy X Very
Little firtng on our sector x Still fine § warm x

6/3/1918 King's Birthday x 13th Battery won competition for best
turned-out battery in N.Z, Division x At the show all day;
big crowd of artillerymen x



6/4/1918 Still fine x Ordinary routine x Wrote Mother x Quiet x

6/5/1918 Same as 5esterda5 X Cricket mateh R 1/ Battery. v. L2 x L
/0 WOW X

6/6/1918 \Wote Effie § Sister Dement x Flne x Our F.W, L. were shelled
today; one man badly wounded; three horses “smncked” x
Advice from Bank NZ. re remittance x

6/7/1918 Bit of & stunt this morning early x Fine x At cricket our “B”
team bet hoqrs by 10 runs x Read “Cherub Devine' (Sewell
Ford) Year on since Messines “Stunt” x

6/8/1918 Parcel brandy balls from Aubrey; thanks x 13th Battery
played 9th; we lost by € wkts x warm x Very heavy stunt by
our artillery about 10.30 tonight x Read “Adrift with
Toddles” x

6/9/1918 Change Ln weather apparent x Parcel (tin bisculits) from Miss
ward; Letter from Geo xo x Wrote Aubrey § Blanche x Read
“Minor Operations” (“Taffrail”) x

6/10/1918 (etters from Mother (March 25 - =21, Apl 8) Aunt Kate, Kit,
Pickles, Aubrey, Mrs Angus, Annie x 2/ pu. from Mother x
Fine, little rain during night x Cricket © sub beat ¢ sub (138
to 1) (1&)

6/11/1918 Fine; fair amount o artillery activity x At cricket D sub § €
sub commenced mateh; D119 € 69 x Wrote Miss ward x
Ack, tin bisculits; also to Annie x



6/12/1918 Played 9th Battery cricket; lost by € wikts x Went to thelr
line in g, s, wagon x Fine x cuiet day x Read “Down our
Street” (Buckrose); Liked it x

6/13/1918 Byigade sports to select veps for divisionnl sports next week x
13th Battery wown five firsts, § two seconds ~ mile, 100yyrs,
220, throwing shot, § high jump; 2nd pulling weight § 220 x
‘D sub beat € at ericket by &0 runs x Wrote Mother

6/14/1918 \Wwent to ordnance at Authieule (16 K.) to bring a gun x
Decent trip x Met Noelly Jacobs x Letter from Sister
MacMahow x

6/15/1918 Fine x Our sub “B” beat “B” in final for cricket by 80 runs x
Paper from Mother x

6/16/1918 Beautiful morning; afternoon rain squally; fine evening x
N.Z. divisional show at Autle; went there § stayed till
evening x Church parade morning x Paper from Aunt Amy x
qreat aerial activity night; few bombs dropping round x

6/17/1918 Fime x The last few days Fritz ‘planes have been
reconnoitering our back areas x Expect he is looking for
targets to strafe x

6/18/1918 Became a temporary policeman today x Attached to the
APM, [at Bus] for a week x Went to pletures tn afternoon x
Met Joe Dickson x Basy win at cricket over Northumberland
Fusiliers x



6/19/1918 Heavy rain until afternoon x Crops badly in need of it x did
3%/ hr patrol on horseback with a Gendarme § M, P x Nothiing
dotng afternoon x Letter from Uncle Geo x A beautiful clear,
fresh evening x A sitting (9pm) on a bale of hay; scores of
birds tn surrounding trees are trilling forth their joyous
evensong; recalling vivid memories of N.Z x

6/20/1918 Fine, but dull x Patrolling back area § Authie-Bus road
morniing X Wrote Mother x

6/21/1918 Rain early morning § evening x Letters from Mother (Apl
15,23-29) Kit, Pickles Kot, Cora Mac, Aunt Kate, Marion
Thornton § p.c. Miss White x Patrolling back areas x

6/22/1918 Fine; did nothing all day (“work | mean) x Wrote to Uncle
Geo, Pickles, § Sister Reeve x Flne, valn threatening x

6/23/1918 NZ,, Bivision sports at Authie x Big crowd of the boys x Met
Lot of chaps, tneluding an old schoolmate Tom White x Fine,
but fresh breeze x Letters from Sister Morris § Annle; also
big parcel from Annie (cake, sardines, milk, eggs, chocolate
sweets, clgarettes); bon x Had great feed for supper x

6/24/1918 dull x Patrolled forward area; plenty of big guns (some 12
m) in good positions; deep dug-outs in the chalk hills for men
X Three years since | enlisted Trentham camp x

6/25/1918 Sunny Dtag X Wrote Annle, Letter [V]1 x Patrolled back area
with Loule (a gendarme) x A hard “doer”



6/26/1918 Fine, patrolled Bus-Authie road x Few bombs kicking about
during night; our guns active x \\ Wrote Sister Macmahon

6/27/1918 \wyrpte Mother x Pleasant da Y out in the country; “Plnehed” a
chap for cutting clover x Read “A Mawn’s man” (lan f-’raa) X

6/28/1918 Pleasant dny); duty in back areas x Pictures evening x
Rumours of artillery shifting to another sector x Fatr amount
strafing x

6/29/1918 Fime day x Heavy artillery fire night x Papers (2 bundles)
from Effie § Paper Aunt Amy x

6/30/1918 puis Perret Gennlarme Frangals 2verfues (Hautes - (Alpes)
(acheux) owne of the gendarmes | patrolled with x Fine day;
our heavies active all day x Bombs near billet at night x

711918 A very broad “Jock” x Lovely day x A bowmb dropped on a billet
near [ -- - the Bud] last night, Killed 4 § wounded 16
Tommlies x Returned to Battery x Wrote Sister Morris x
‘Stunt” at night,

71211918 Owne of the hottest days this year x 3rd Brigade inspected by
Massey § ward, x Very formal affair x Bally Lot of rot;
tnstead of making such an occasion an informal gathering,
§ giving the men a chance to have Yarn with their
representatives straight from NZ x Avtillery Plerrots in
evening; passed a pleasant hour x Stunt during night; very
heavy x



7/3/1918 Big drop in temperature; quite chilly x Our artillery fairly
active x Mule sports tn afternoon; great fum x Our sub (“D”)
wown the V.C § riding mules backwards secona in hurdles; we
wown most points x Bvening played a west indian Regiment
(black) at cricket § got a licking tho’ we did not put our
senior team against them x Darkies very excited § acted like
2 Lot of schoolboys; the match created much amusement

7/4/1918 Fine x Moving wagow lines § guns tomorrow (w. L. to
Coulen); (sic) guns further north x tw my wanderings rounol
this area t have noticed big preparation wade in case we have
to retive; to huge dug-outs in the chalky banks; gun
positions, amumunition dumps; several Lines of tremches,
telephone wires in deep trenches, § acres of barbed wire x It's a
Pity to see how the crops have to be damaged to make all these
preparations; but there’s no help for it x

7/5/1918 Moved to new w, L, taking over from Tommy artillery, they
taking ours; as usual, we left a good howe to come into an
inferior one x Fixing up bivvies all day x Fine x Letters from
Aunt Ay (July 2) x uiet day) on our sector x We are now
camped o the slope of a hill facing enemy’s Line; rather deep
(for France) gully at foot, along which is being built a light
ratlway x Our guns are just on the outskirts of the village of
Fonguevillers x (sic)



7/6/1918 Still “digging in” x Flne x “Dlocesan Gazette” from Aunt
Kate x Artillery quiet on our f sector x MY feet have been bad
for several days and are a confounded nuisance x

7/7/1918 Fine x Completed our dug-out (for two): a couple of cupolas,
two sheets of iron § old ground- sheets; straw for bedding;
ground very havd for digging x Plenty of ventilation; but if
rain comes!i!t x Wrote Mother x

7/8/1918 \warm day again x @uiet x There are rumours of a “stunt” by
us; also that Fritz may attack x The sooner something
happens to get this blesseol war over the better all will be
pleased x “Fed-up” s a mild term to express our wishes x we

7/9/1918 Showers during night § morning; beautiful fine evening x A
Fritz alrman came over § raw the gauntlet of antl atreraft
fire § destroyed a balloow gquite close to us x Very pretty sight
to see him swooplng down on his prey, x Rattle of machine
guns elsewhere § nolse made by archies x The observers in the
balloon jumpen out, but not until after Fritz had opened fire
on it x BY length of the thme the balloon burst into flame
after Fritz passed over it | fancy one of our own shells set it
on fire, some bursting close to it x Parcel of sweets (bulls eye,
chocs, frult drops § toffee) from Ray; trés bonne x



7/10/1918 L etters Sister MacMahon § Miss Reeve x Wrote Ray, Hul
Harrison § cousin Blanche x Had a bath this morning at
Couln x Heavy showers afternoon § evening x one of our
balloons broke adrift § another was destroyed by Fritz's
aeroplane x Not much artillery fire on our sector; rather heavy
during night tn the distance x Sent fountain pen to
M.W.C.A for repatrs x

711171918 guplicate

7/12/1918 Letter Miss Morris x Wrote Fred & Jack Reid x Showery day;
fine evening x walked over to Rossengoll (sic) Farm where
YMCA § pletures; N.Z. infantry camp x

7/13/1918 Few showers X /= hoL’wlag X Ruiet da Y X Wrote Fur Aunt Amy
X

711411918 Foggy morning; showers during day x Wrote Mothey; Letters
from Annie x O/Cpl x Papers (2) from Amy x



7/15/1918 Fine x Sharp stunt on our front this afternoon x Reported

7/16/1918

that the “Dlnks” went over x Lovely calm evening; went to
artillery Plerrots at Rossengel (sic) Farm x Seated now
outside my bivvy door, everything calm § peaceful x Not a
sound of & gun breaks the quietness x in distance our
aeroplanes patrolling; balloons up; chaps dotted about the
camps taRing things easy; ammunition wagons going up
the valley; an early moon showing occasionally thro’ clondy
sky x A peaceful setting by what will the morvow bring?

P.C from Miss Reese (L--1) x (possibly shorthand character)
This morning between & § 7 oceurrent a Violent thunderstorm.
lightening (forked § sheet; very vivid; heavy downpour rain,
most of us got wet x During morning forenoon weather
cleared § remainder day tntensely hot x Our atrmen very
active, fairly sharp artillery fire in evening x “Buckshee”
parcels from Otago § Southland’s Women’s P, Ass x Mine
contained tin cup, milk, sardines, tin lollies, § butterseoteh,
tin jawm, cocon, § hollkf § small bag x Many thanks kind
ladies! Wrote Miss Reeves (ack, parcel)



771918 Avtillery tnereased tn activity during night x Rain early

7/18/1918

7/19/1918

morning, rest of day fine § sultry x Our aeroplanes very
active all day, Fritz’s “archies” being given plenty of work x
one of ours dived down on a balloon § set it on fire; § in that
evening one (balloon) drifted from Fritz's Lines x Fairly
heavy artillery fire most of the afternoon x Up till now (Fpm)
not one of Fritz’s machines have ventureo over out Lines; ours
were flying in squadrons of about five x Golng up to to guns
tonight with pack horses (avmumunition) x Wwashed a shirt
(colol water) x About 3,30, am., a Gotha bombing machine had
to land in Bayencourt (‘over the rond” § the 2 Huns, who were
made prisoners burnt thelr machine which landed across a
road, completely blocking it x

Soon after starting out for the guns last evening heavy
thunderstorm, vivid Lightning § heavy downpour rain came
on x Got wet, but warm night x Got back about midnight;
quiet trip x Fine today, but heavy shower about 4 x “Putty”
Looked me up; pleased to see him § have a chat x Artillery
rather quiet x

Fine x Rather quiet day x This evening about & several shells
fell within a few hundred yards of us, but we were out of the
line of fire x was evidently after Rossengol Farm x § where
Lot of infantry are billeted x Wrote Miss White x



712011918 Shortly after 3 this afternoon orders come thro’ to be ready to
move off at 20 mins notice x Soon all was bustle x According
to rumours the Huns have with- drawn bout 1000 yds ow our
sector x Up to present (9pm) we are still heve; § it Looks as if
we will be here for the night; perhaps days x Showery x 1/e
plequet x

7/21/1918 \wyrpte Mother § Sister Macmahon x Fine x Song service
night Rossingol (sic) Farm x @uict day x News from South;
17,000 prisoners § 350 guns X Pe’s from Miss Reeve x

7/22/1918 \went to guns; § in the evenling on to O, Pip until towmorrow x
From our O.P. get fairly good view of large tract open
country; but to look at it through glasses it Looks very
peaceful as far as life is concernen x Our heavies active all
day x slept tn one-time Huwn dug-out; deep down, § several
shafts connected; divided tnto numerous compartments;
Huns must have had a good thme while Living there x Wrote
my own § Pickle’s tnitials on a board “way down” into the
earth x To our front Ls Rossingal Wood, which was evacuated
by Fritz the other day x



71231918 O, Pip (5 am), Just came on duty for 3 hours x Dull morning;
breezy x To the right of our sector Fritz is given (sic) the
front Line a strafe; two or three shrapnel are bursting to our
left x Flashes followed by dark clouds of smoke detonate
explosions every second X Our guns dre not et speaking x 5-
25, Our 60's are opening out; enemy fire has almost stopped
x 5,35 Few “plp squeeRs” coming over in the wood on our Left;
6.45, quiet x Misty ratn coming on; poor vistbility *.5: 9
rounds “pip squeeRs” x #,18: 22 rounds do; bits flying about;
switched over to right front x #.25: switched over 4.2 to just
over our “possy” ow to the track we use x ... after breakfast
left for guns; went thro” whew arrived; stopped tn bed for rest
of day x Bon! [Pm Quitt dayl

7/24/1918 Fine x \Wrote to Miss Morris [V] x Qwssiblg Shorthand) At 5
pwm the Otago nfantry preceded by a barrage, went over, §
with loss of 2 killed (including an officer) took about 500
Yds tremches x As a blind the heavies put up a smoke barrage
ow another sector x Our heavies active all day, § night x Fritz
quiet x on guard midnight to 2 am x



7/25/1918 Few showers x Fritz heavily strafed the trench we took from
him yesterdayg launched a counter-attack, but he came a
‘gutzer”, losing 30 prisoners x Our guns opened out two or
three times during day 2 S.0.S's coming thro’ tn the
evening x Letter from Jack Reld x Wrote Uncle Geo x We are
firing at a range of over 6000 x

7/26/1918 Quilet day; showery evening x Letter from Aunt Amy x
Clgarette famine; wmore coming up from the W, L, tonight!
wproved our gun pits x Read “Much Ado About Peter” (Jean
Webster) not a bad yarn for a wet evening x

7/27/1918 Rain most of day x Trench turned tnto a stream § some of
the bivvies Leaked badly x tn evening our heavies fairy active;
Fritz quliet x Papers from Mother, Aunty § Effie (ounole
“Dominions”) came just in nick of time, as t was right out of
reading matter x

7/28/1918 Dull day x Not much firing x Wrote Mother x tn bed wmost of
day x

7/29/1918 Fine x Had a stroll thro” what remains of the village of
Fonquevilles x (sic) very little firing x



7/30/1918 Fine x Sharp “stunts” during night; Fritz put a few over tn
our locality x walked into Bienvillers, once a population 900,
now about 200 x Very few houses not suffered from shell fire;
still the old people cling to what remains of thew, selling eggs
ete to soldiers x Bought some lettuce § spring onlons from an
aged couple; they were having dinner § made me try some
new porme de terves; jolly good x (n the evening Fritz again
put a few over, but nothing near oo the number we gave him x
Wrote Annie x

71311918 A ‘paking day - one of the warmest this summer x (n the
evening a few of us walked tnto Biewviellers and had a bit of
a spice x Recelved from N.Z.W.C.A my pen § blades § 2

8/1/1918 (At O,Pip) x Warm day; faly amount artillery activity on
our part x during morning about o of our aeroplanes passed
over tn one squadrow; a very fine sight; the air seemed full of
them x Now (€ pm) dozens of ours are over the enemy lines,
belng well strafed, but never caring x Came up to O, Plp for 3
days x Wrote Kit x watched a scrap over enemy Line between
5 of our alrmen § 3 or 4 Fritz's; the enemy were driven home
X



8/2/1918 Rain from early morning for rest of day x Went on duty at
3,40 am until 7 x Huw shelling our trenches heavily at time
between 5 § 7 am x Rather a quiet day for the artillery x n
evening was relieved § went back to the guns x Recd from
NZ war C. asswn pewn ete X -- / - (4 am Grey sky: to
eastward mass of clouds touched by rising sun; a sullen red
glow x one of our ‘planes over, welcomed by an also anti-shot
or two; our lins a lark singing; our trenches being heavily
shelled just tn front of shouts of men hailing one another in
support trenches x Rosstingol Wood x Later beautiful sunrise
X Thew rain for most of day x Ground mist x

8/3/1918 Showery morning x Afternoon went forward to dig gun
positions for centre section, tn order to allow our guns to
enfilade a Hun trench x After working a couple of hours a
Hun balloon went up opposite § we had to knock off for the
day x calm evening; our alrmen very busy x

8/4/1918 5th Anmniversary England’s entry tnto war x Wownder how
many wore anniversaries we will “celebrate” in this country x
Fine; digging gun pits x Rather a quiet day x Letter from
Annle § paper from Aunt Amy X ln the evening Fritz went
“‘mad” § strafed in our vicinity x

8/5/1918 quwn crews changed over § | went to the W. L, x Flne
morning, but showery rest of day x Had a bath § obtained a
change of underclothing x



8/6/1918 Letter from Holly from Sling x Showery x Fairly heavy
stunt during night; quicet day x Wrote Holly x Reading “The
Movals of Marcus Ordeyne” (Locke); very good x

8/7/1918 40 today)! and nothing much to show for my years beyond a
few gray hairs!  wonder what the next forty will be like? (
suppose | can no longer Lay claim to Youth so must prepare
myself to settle down into a disgruntled old bachelor x So
long as t have plenty of books, cigarettes, § a dog for
company, this state of existence will certainly have its
attractions x So au vevolr to the bright old days of youthful
pleasures - § follles! Fine day; quiet x Ack, “buckshee” clgs
from Mrs L, Le [Sewrd] (Lautoka (sic), Fiji); Miss €, Corpe
(Feilding); have Fleld (Lautoka) § Hemingway § Robertson
X Sent g&/-to N, Z, W. C, Assin X

8/8/1918 Dull but fine x Heavy firing most of day direction Albert x
Letter from Miss Morris x

8/9/1918 Letters at last thank heaven;! the first sinece July 11 x Four
from Mother (May 19, June (undated), 4 -, § june
(undated); x Kit, Pickles (2) , cousin Blanche, Aubrey (p.c.)
Aunt kate; Annle § Uncle Geo x Tres bonne x Also
notification from Base P, O, that a parcel posted at
wellington has beew lost at sea owing to enemy actlons x
Damn! Wrote to Annle x Flne; not much artillery fire x



8/10/1918 Twp parcels from Annie ~ birthday cake § bonsor writing
case, 2 tins milk 2 salmon tin fruit, slab chocolate,
clgarettes, lots of toffee, cocon, pencils, paper, tnk, p. cards x
Felt quite Like [ used to when | opened my birthday parcels in
the long ngo! Bver so many thanks Annie; You are trés bonne
x Paper from Aunt Amy x P.C. to Annie § note to Bank N,
Z. e my money X Fine x Pla 5@01 4th How, cricket x Got a
licking x cuiet day x Read "The Four Feathers” (not bad) x
Good news from Somme — 13,000 prisoners over 200 gUAS X

8/11/1918 A perfect day x Quite a Sabbath calm prevailed, as there was
very Little firlng x Chureh parade morning; YMCA evenlng x
Read “Mr Chicote M. P.” (K. C. Thurston); goool exciting story
X Wrote Mother x Goool news from Somme continues, over
17,000 prisoners x

8/12/1918 very hot day x Bundle “Dominions” from Eff x Sent p.e’s to
all the family x @uiet x Read “Four White Feathers”



8/13/1918 Suummer weather continues x Usual routine x Quiet x Wrote
Cora Mac x Stunt still going strong down the Somme x Read
‘A Bachelor's Comedy” - too much twaddle x How things are
done in this damn army; Puring this very trying weather,
tnstead of allowing the men to go about tn their shirvt sleeves,
we have to wear our tunics § bandoliers x in packing
ammunition, where the wmen have to walk four or five miles,
no allowance is wmade x These Little pin pricks make us
heartily sick of army wethods x Too many duds § derelicts
runining the show x

8/14/1918 Still warm x Quiet x /2 holiday - 3rd place 2nd Brigade
cricket — 2nd won 4 wikts x

§/15/1918 \warm Quiet day § about g this evening orders came to take
ammunition to new positions forward x The Hun is
returning x Long journey, not back until 2 am x went thro’
Gowmecourt Woodl (scene fierce flghting in 1916) § our new
position s about to the right front if it x Wrote Pickles x

8/16/1918 \Wrpte Aunt Kate x Very warm x Good deal artillery fire in
evening direction Albert x Very quiet on our sector x

8/17/1918 Fine x Letters from Annie § N.Z.W.C.A, (ack.); also paper
Aunt Amy x Wrote Bvery indication of a “stunt” coming off
within the next few days x



8/18/1918 Wrpte Mother x Showery morning; church parade x The
balloons on our sector moven forward this afternoon, § Fritz
has beew trying to reach them with his guns x wWe had orders
to shift our guns forward this evenling but order cancelled at
last minute; in fact we had already commenced x Supposed
to be a stunt tomorrow, we will be tn reserve x

8/19/1918 went up to the guns this morning x tonight the guns atl
went forward; but with the exception of one man per gun we
are staying itn old positions; but perhaps only for tonight x
No one seems to know exactly the strength of things x There
has been a wmess up some- where, as our rations have gone to
the new position; fortuitously we had some “tucker” in hand,
otherwise we would have no breakfast tomorrow x Heavy
artillery fire direction Albert x Wrote Boy x Change in
weather tonight x Read “Mr Opp” (Olive Egan Rice) YMCA
buckshee grapes, oranges, choes § clgs x



8/20/1918 Theve is to be “something doing” any time now x tanks were
moving up all last night, and scores of guns ave out in the
open under camouflage x It is satol that Foch § Halg were in
this area yesterday x Little vain in night; today dull x Heavy
firtng dirvection Albert, lasted wost of last night x Later;
Going forward tonight to get everything in readiness for the
“stunt” tomorrow x goting to be a “real dinkum slather”

8/21/1918 (Near Gqommecourt) [Pulsieux 3 a.m. x Just finlsheo; been at
it all night x Bverything now ready x Up again at +/+ to 5 x
Heavy mist about x full moon x 2pwm; So far the day has
gone well x Zero hour 4.55, § we continued firing until 7.45
X Heavy mist, until about noon, whew sun came out very hot
x Sky now alive with aeroplanes x Hundreds of prisoners
going by; poor Looking lot; some with bikes, ete x We have
been waiting for orders: we may have to advance or stay in
reserve x Very weary x We fired our stunt without Fritz
touching us; evidently our infantry wmoved so quickly that
his guns were captured x 8,30pm x Just waiting for Limbers to
come forward to move up the guns x We are advancing a few
1,000 Yds x Another “all-night setting it will be x



8/22/1918 Near (Bucquoy) [Early forenoon Moved forward during
night passed Olseux (?) from rear of which our chaps
advawnced Yesterday x Worked until about 4 this wmorning
getting pit § ammunition fixed up, thew went to sleep in shell
hole x Since daylight Fritz has been heavily shelling us, §
after two landed near edge of our shelter we cleared away to a
flank x “Possy” a rotten one 2400 yds from Fritz's Front
line; right in open § under close observation of his balloons
Later: Just as we were about to open fire seven Hun aeroplanes,
flying low, circled over our position, dropping bombs § firing
machine guns x Later on more shelling x Very trying day so
far (.30 pm) x Minenwerfers § machine guns bullets flying
rouwnd x



8/23/1918 _pst evening about € Fritz counter attacked along whole
front, § for about an hour we put up tervific barvage; enemy
also very active x Had to wear gas masks x The Tommies
retired about 1200 Yyds We are now within 1650 Yos enemy
front line x x x at 2,30 this morning another blg stunt to
retake tervitory § also a ridge x “Dlnks” went over § gained
objective x Very few casualties x An artillery officer N.Z, [val
§ his man captured 70 Huns x x X At 11 we again opened out
along whole front for an hour x The day so far is going well x
Noow: We ave now ready to go forward, waiting for teams x
Very warm; great day so far x 1,30 Party Hun prisoners
passed; got souvenirs x one of thewm sato “comprés” whew |
pointed to shoulder strap x Tired Looking Lot x The “Dlnk”
N.C.O. tn charge made Hun carry his fixed bayonet! At & pm
the Centre X went forward x We are supposed to be tn
Baupame on Sunday x 3 Hun 4.2's captured here

8/24/1918 Letter from Aunt Amy; p.c. Miss Morris x Centre X went
forward last night § got in position § just starting on bivwvies
whew orders came to be ready to move forward tn an hour x
Got away sowme time this morning to man position near
Burquoy § were joined by remainoer Battery xxx Supposed to
come into actlon 4 am; but word came Later that Fritz still
retiring § that we are bn Baupaume x Went to bunk at 5 am
thoroughly tived out, throwing ourselves down on the roadside
x Later word came thro’ that Huw still retiring, § this
morning soon after 9 we again wewnt forward, anod now
(noon) we are tn position readu for action before Baunaume



8/25/1918 very cold during night x Hot day; misty x 6.30 am, Just
finished barrage for the taking of Bapawme x Fine but misty
first thing x A few shells came our way x Bateh of Hun
prisoners just passed along the railway Line; poor Looking
specimens, mere boys some of thew; earrying their own § our
wounded x 9am x Now waiting to wove further forward x we
have had so far two or 3 calls for artillery support x We move
forward in the evening x One of our men was slightly
wounded last night x While waiting for temms to come
forward heavy thunderstorm torrential rain; no shelter, wet
through x Moved off somewhere near 11 & reachled] new
position Biefvillers, got gun into action, ete, § at 2.30 am
Monday went to bed x At 9.30 had a bad /= hrs shelling from
Fritz x There are 3 Hun 5,9 [eaptured] guns [close] handy x
n the dug out was found a map with all our gun positions
round Foncguevillers marked out accurately x He even had
marked that our two forward guns were “active” § the other
four “silent” — absolutely correct! x Sent p.c’s to Mother,
Holly, Aunt Amy § Annie x Since wed. we have advanced
about 15000 uds x



8/26/1918 slept again all standing last night, quiet tho x Bed at 3,20,
§ at 4,30 had to clear out owing to heavy shelling x S,0.€ in
morning; § thew orders came to again move forward x Teams
came up shortly afterwards § a fresh crew went with the
guns, § myself § others stayed at horse lines x A cook was
wounded during shelling; § on way up to guns today one
another man was wounded x Since Tuesday night we have
not had our clothes off, § on only one oceasion did we get full
nights rest, § thew only until 4,30 x During evening we had
orders to shift wagow Lines; Later countermanded x This
afternoon our troops surrounded Bapawme, but so far have
not entirely cleaved it if the enemy x Another of our men
wounded xthis (sic) afternoon - 4 altogether so far x Paper
from Aunt Amy x Fine, but dull x Another man wounded x



8/27/1918

8/28/1918

Letters from Mother (June 17 - 24 -) Pickles, Kot, § Nell x
Showery x This evening Fritz opened out on our wagow lines,
§ we had to make a hurvied departure x Three men were
wounded, § one horse Rilled § several wounded x Later in
evening we shifted our lines about a mile to vear; raining
most time x Fixed up a sheet over the wagons § made
ourselves fairly comfy x Parcel from Annie (cake, salmon,
sweets, raspberry § blk curvant jam), tres bonne x Advice
BaWR N.Z, re money from W.A K. x While W, L, were being
shelled some of our artillery turned round a couple of
coptured [0 -1 5,9 § sent over a few of her own to Fritz x Had
a shave § a wash!

Showery; making bivwvies, ete x Went up to guns with
ammunition in evening, during which time our wagown lines
were shelled; one donkey killed 3 wounded one man wounded
x fair amount of shetling atl round x During the last two
days Fritz has greatly incrensed the intensity of his artillery
showing he has got wmore guns back tn position x --------------
Huw shortage copper § brass at one of our dumps which has
again passed tnto our hands, all the copper driving bands off
the shells had beew removed by Fritz; also all the brass
stoppers from a huge pile of benzine tins x At another dump
had removed all brass shelleases x (Our ammunition supply
hs beew leept up wonderfully x



8/29/1918 Note to Mother § p.c. to Annie x This morning our Major
(Fawn) left for N.Z. x As a soldier every man has confi- dence
n him, § three cheers were given; he came round § shook
hands with each man x Soow after dinner orders came to pack
up, § now (2,30) we are waiting within sight of the outsklirts
of Bapaume, which we have been told was evacuated by Fritz
this morning X (corvect ) The whole army seems to be on the
move; tanks, cavalry, guns, wagons, ete are passing us in
constant stream x Later x Our teawms had a hot time x It
seemed sheer murder to send us forward in full sight of a
balloon x Coming howe the teams went at a headlong gallop,
shells falling faster § faster about them x How only one man
§ 3 horses were wounded s a mystery - the whole Lot would
easily have been smacked up x Seems nothing but confusion
in our battery this afternoown; orders being vague §
ambiguous, § we were kept foollng about from one position to
another x Bventually we were sent back to where we came
from § had tea x We ave to stand by for further orders x



8/30/1918 sp far (evening) the gquickest da Y 0o 00 stnce the commt of
the push x This morning at 5 there was a heavy stunt on our
sector, the N, Zys going over, § later news said they were
fighting 2 villages beyond Bapaume, § we were fring at
6400 x We moved the W.L, in morning, but had gone only
about /2 mile when we were ordered to return § await orders x
“It ts satd” that we are waiting for the 42nd Division to come
up on the right which they are expected to do Later in day x 3
plts cigs from dear olol Pickles with tnstructions to “take one
3 thmes a day, or if necessary 3 thmes an hour” x At the rate |
am smoking them I guess it will be 3 an hour x Right out of
cigs, § harol to obtain; they come just at right wmoment o § a
godsend x Good on You Pickles! P.C's to Aunt Amy, Sister
Macmahon x Today tratns were running along the main
Albert - Arras § Bapauwme (alongside our camp) Llines x Goool
to see them going the right way x A yarn: “The Hun prisoners
were coming over so thick today that a ¥.0.0., thinking a
massive attack was taking place, put a barrage on them! x



8/31/1918 quite a peaceful day for us; no shells, no ammunition
carrying, ete x Had a bath, the first time for 12 days since |
had hao my clothes off x Got clean shirt, socks § towel x
parcel (cigs, cup, matchbox, tooth paste § hdkf from Ray;
just out of paste, & cigs trés bonne x Papers from Kit §
Colonist summary N, Z; also letter Annle § Holly x Puring
the night our guns wmoved further forward, § are now to the
left of Bapaume x /-----/ A coaptured whizz-bang near our R
X x One of our officers asked some Maoris if they would Like
to work it X BY gorry yes, we give Fritz plenty whizz-bang x
So, after a Little instruction the Ploneers were blazing with [---
1 (smudged) They tied a long lanyard to the trigger, jumped
into a shell-hole § pulled it x Thought it was a great joke x



9/1/1918 wenther Last days wuch colder x few showers x Quiet day at
W.L, x Lieut, Priestly killed at guns x Wrote to Ray §
Pickles x qoing up to guns tonight with ammunition x 10,30
P just back; only a few shells well away; but quite a big
shower of bombs x The ‘planes were flyying low, § seemed to be
following our wagons, several dropping wnot far behino x We
went at the gallop thro’ Blefvillers, as it looked as if Fritz was
making for the village x The tncldent however, is now only
one of many which we laugh at ~ after it ave over x Talking to
Fritz prisoners x One tolol us he came from Stlesta x Most of
them seemed happy X As they re-commenced their walk to the
cage after a spell on roadside, one sald with broad grin “Finis
la guerve!”



9/2/1918 Twp “stunts” today; no report of result x This evening shifted
W. L. to near Bapaume x Quicet day otherwise x Saw two or
three batehes of prisoners; poor Looking Lot majority x At
Achiel (sic) ~the Grand Gare Ls a heap of captured Hun war
material - guns ete x The way some of the New Zealanders
sometlmes treat prisoners cause me tndignation x 1 have on
several occasions seen them go up to prisoners § without as
much as “by your Leave” tear open his haversack § take
whatever pleases thelr fancy x Also also seen our wmen go thro’
thelr pkts same way x Another time have seen them go
among a bateh of prisoners § take off thelr hats, altho’ very
hot day x | have myself taken off shoulder straps, but have
always asked for them x “Souvenir” ? t said to one touching
his shoulder strap, “Compris” he replied x To take advantage
of prisoners § purloin what may be to them precious souvenirs
seevns to be too much Like hitting a man whewn he s down x



9/3/1918 fpremoon N,E. of Bapawme; another shift forwarol this
morning; having just arrived here x Fritz has again retired
towards the Hindenburg Line, § is satd to have gone 1300
yos since Yyesterday x Yesterday our left flank (Tommies)
did not come forward, § our guns helped them Later on x In
the centre we are well forward x Still fine open country, with
practically wo barbed wire x At distances of several hundred
yards we come across Fritz ammunition where he has fired
few rounds § then continuen retreat x Heaps of his
ammunition scattered everywhere x Our guns (L X C sect)
now waiting to go forward (RX already gone) x Later (&)
after a watt of several hours our guns went forwarad x The
Hun apparently has stolen a wmarch on us, as we appeared to
have lost contact with him; not one of our guns has fireo
sinee early morning; § so far only one or two shells from
Fritz have come over x Plenty of bombs during night x Heavy
shower of ratn while waiting to wove off x



9/4/1918 Morning: Moved off again this morning at 5 oclock; and are
now awaiting oroers to take guns tn x So far we do not
appear to have located Fritz x No breakfast up to present
(2.20) x 9am x The YMCA have just “come to Light” with
biscuits § chocolates x 3,15 pm X Brought our guns tnto
position after dinner and now, for the second time since
coming here, we are sheltering in a trench from heavy gun
fire x Our Battery is getting well sorted out, § bits are flying
about everywhere x No bonne! 9 pm x at &,30 we fired a stunt
over Betrancourt (sic) shortly before which big columns of
smoRke were going up in the direction § now the sky is lurid -
Fritz burning his stores, ete, previous to evacuating x while
shooting he put a good deal over, a few 100 Yyds ow our right x
Parcel clgs from Kit; very bonne x Very tired, just turning
in; hope we have a quiet night x Two years today since we
relieved a Tommy battery on the Somume x Saw a stranded
Hun tank - very clumsy affatr, but solid x This evening big
Lot of sneezing gas was put over by Fritz x



9/5/1918

9/6/1918

cuiet day until evening x At 5,30 we commenced a stunt, §
tmmedintely Fritz opened out gave us a warm few minutes x
The rematnder of the stunt finished quietly for us; but
afrerwards Fritz shelled us at intervals x Then while
sheltering in our shell hole a thunderstorm came on with very
heavy rain, § soow our bivwy had several inches of water §
slimy muo x Most of us with our blankets got wet x
Fortunately we found a tunnel, tn which we passed a fair
night x Wrote Mother x Mawn (cook) wounded at W, L, ------ /-
—————— Several balloons (both ours § enemy are being burnt
dnily x

@uiet day so far (& pm) x Flne x We are awaiting orolers to
again wmove forward it belng reported that Fritz is falling
back x Wrote Kit, § ack book from NZWCA (enclosing 5
frs) x Paper from Aunt Amy x Parcel (pr socks 2 tins
tobaceo) from Miss €, Hair x Very wmany thanks; have only
the socks | stand up tn, § “bacca is most welcome x Ack, same
x Bvening; while watting to move forward Letters arrived;
Mother (July 1 - 7) Kit; Pickles, Aunt Kate, Ray (2), Effle,
Howle § Uncle Geo x Bonne! / Have come
across deadl horses from which this Huns have removed
portions evidently to use as food x Huns use paper as
substitutes for string, sandbags § towels; appear to be quite
strong; but do not know how a towel would come out tin the
wash x




9/7/1918 After waiting about until midnight we moved forward about
2000 Yos near village Ypres x Got to bunk at 1 am in a hut
burnt by The British whew in oceupation previously x This
morning woke up to find that the cook § the ratlons had been
Left behind x We could have done without the cook; but the
rations! However we got breakfast about 10 x Our guns are tn
very open position tn full view of Hun balloons x We are just
standing by in readiness to again move forward x if we come
tnto action here we will be blown out tn about five mins x So
far (11 am) a Fritz plane has wmaole two attenmcpts to down our
balloons; not successful but the observers dropped “overboaro”
x 3 pw: so far the day has been a kind of holiday; awaiting
orders to move up x Had a lovely swim in a near-by canal (
satd to be Nord) which runs underground considerable
distance x Feel nice § clean x Moving forward after tea to
behind village Metz x Not many shells falling in our
vielnity x 10pm: Got to new position behind village Metz
without mishap x Am now tn good dug-out , § hope to get
decent night's sleep x Goodl deal of “stuff” flying round x

Fine dau x Wrote Uncle Geo, pe to Annle, § note to Bank
9/8/1918 Afternoon: cuite @ decent sleep last night x weather changeot

this morning; § showers all afternoon x Now sheltering in
bivvy x Few shells coming over x A Hun aeroplane came over
our position while we were digging our gun pit soon after
dinner, § apparently spotted us, for shells have been coming
over since x Our ant-aireraft must have been asleep, for the
Hun had a good Look round, without opposition for some 10
mins, whew they suddenly attacked § sent along a few shots
x Remainder of day fairly quiet x



9/5/1918 Out at midnight until 1 am; then again at 2.30 to 5,30 am,
during which we fired a stunt; thew back to bed for a short
while x During remainder of day we were firing at intervals x
Had a shave § a wash x x x Rain evening x

9/10/1918 Rain all night § most of morning x Not much doing, so
s’caged between the blankets until dinner time, whewn the
weather cleared § we fired a few rounds x Tin of milk from
N.Z. Wrote Mother x xxx Buckshee cigs, biscuits § chocs.
from YMCA x Had the eastest day for some time x ——------- / ==
- We have been very well fed since the “stunt” commenced
X Had to be as we are always very hungry x

9/11/1918 Pleasant surprise - more N,Z, matl x one from Mother (July
14) Kit, Pickles, Eceus (at last), Hula Harrison, Cousin
Betty, Sister MacMahon, Miss Young, Miss Burke x Rain
most of morning; stopped tn bed until 11,20 - nothing doing
X Up till now (&) had quite a lazy day x Huw still throwing
a good deal of stuff around x Our artillery comparatively
quiet until now, whew we are getting busy x very likely a
“stunt” in the morning x Wrote Holly, Miss Morris § Reeve x
Bully beef rissoles (?) for supper X --------- / =====-=-= Frt When
another batch of prisoners arrived at the cage (12th) those
already there greeted thew with waving hands § holkfs §
Loud Laughter x



9/12/1918

9/13/1918

Showery throughout day x “Stunt” this morning from 5,20
to 7#.30; thereatter firtng at intervals x Our boys (Binks) got
to their objective taking tn viecinity 200 prisoners; the right §
left flanks are satd to have been helol up x Spent about an
hour among the prisoners in the cage tn Havrincourt Wood x
Two or 3 clod speak English x One said “we [eamp] in
trenches last night; 5,30 this wmorning ‘sizz, sizz, sizz -
(making gesture of getting under cover). “and now we are
prisoners” x said it with a laugh x been to [Jena r----tlyl; most
of prisoners from ttalian front x Poor opinion of italians §
Austrians as fighters x Good many from Jaeger sect x All
seemed willlng to pull out their plt books § let the diggers go
thro thew for souvenirs! The bread they were carrying black §
heavy stuff x one of our chaps showed them a caricature of
“Little willle” (Crown Prince) § the English-speaking one
showed it to his comrades § satd “Little willie” at which they
all roared x Some of prisoners real hard doers x Many said
they were hungry, so t obtained cheep popularity for time
being by pinching tin of biscuits from YMCA § distributing
them x Some of prisoners only 18, § said they had been tn the
Good deal of vain during night x Fine day x Artillery on both
sides -fa’ng active throughout the day tnereasing tn
’mtewsitg tn evening x Wrote Nell § Daisg X Buckshee cigs §
biscuits from YMCA; short of former x Large number of our
‘planes busgj during evening x owne of our barrages tooa Y cut
off & Fritz’s from their line, § they mumediately came helter-
skelter to our Line § gave themselves up x Letter from Holly x



9/14/1918 3 pm: Quiet day so far; only a few rounds fired x Before
dinner “we” burnt a Fritz balloon § set another one adrift; one
aeroplane brought down in flames by our archies § another
by our ‘planes x Dull windy day; our planes are active in
large formations x Bombs fairly numerous tn night x Last
night two Hun bombing machines were brought down; one
fell not so very far away; one of the occupants jumped out in
a parachute § fell in his own Lines; the other was captureo x
owne of our wmen (Brittain) was killed this afternoon while
taking some ten up to our O, Pip x He did not have to go, but
thought the chaps might like a drink x Wrote Matia x Orders
came through that we are to be relieved tomorrow x



9/15/1918 Before breakfast our atrmen destroyed 3 Hun balloons; we
lost one x Sunday 15 A mewmorable anniversary for the
N.Z.F.A; when two years ago today we advanced through
pelville Wooo on the Somwme x Fritz has just finished (1.20)
strafing our position — no damage x All last night § until
.30 this morning our guns (heavies also) were extremely
active - ow oceasions the guns increased to drumfire x No
sleep after L am until 7 oclock x Real “summery” weather ~
the best day for some time x Has it's disadvantages however,
as Fritz has several balloons looking dowwn on us x Orolers re
being releaved (sic) cancelled so far as artillery concerned ~
concerns infantry only x Will be glad to get out if only for
change of clothing, as we are all wore or less lousy x 2,30 x ,

Just had a few moments excitement; four ‘planes suddenly
swooped down on the balloons just behind us, destroying one
x Such a clatter of machine-guns § archies; but Huns got
away x A few seconds afterwards 10 of ours came o the
scene! One Hun ‘plane dropped some propaganda Literature x
5,10 x Fritz has just got another of our balloons - making =
each x 2o portion 18,10,18 (not sent)



9/16/1918 Clear wmoonlight night Last night; § throughout there was a
constant dropping of “eggs” by Fritz around our vielnity x
one of his ‘planes , early in the evening, was caught in the
rays of our search- Lights, § was brought down in flames by
one of our alrmen x Today Ls very warm § hazy, with poor
vistbility; heard not much firing x Rumour curvent that
Franco - American troops taken Metz (Alsace) with 4€ as
prisoners x Durlng evening a few have e, § shrapnel burst over
our heads while we were yarning outside our dug-out; so we
retreated with what digwnity we could, to our burrows x Letter
from Annie x



9/17/1918 \Wypte Mother x Short tervific thunderstorm during night
which had effect of putting a stop to Fritz’s bombers just
when they were becoming a nuisance x Fine but wino Y x
uiet up till few mins, ago, whew shells began to come over
our postn; nothing so far very close, but we have to keep
“‘down § under” Before dusk t saw one of our ‘planes forced to
land by Fritz: the enemy clung to his quarry § made no
mistake; dow't kinow how the occupants fareo x More bombing
at night x Just as 1 was going off shift at 10.30 there was a
rattle of machine - gun fire over Havrincourt Wood (near by)
a cheer from some of the chaps; a glow in the sky’ thew a big
burst of flame; coloured lights (Fritz's signals) glowed, the
outline of the machine was seen a great blaze of sparks § bits
of falling wreckage, the thuds of the dropping bombs; and
another Gotha will trouble us no wore o’ nights!



9/18/1918 Rain during night § early morning x Stunt at £.30,
putting up smoke barrage for the K.0.S. B, who went over; but
are satd ~ to have obtained thelr objectives x Puring afternoon
we were subjected to nearly 3 hours hard strafing by Fritz,
with Lot of gas x tt was a case of Reeping under; some very
close x Most trying ordeal x A horse which we had up here was
killed x One of our boys (sSlack) was killed at hdgrts in
Havrincourt Wood this morning x we had an “sSOS’, § gave
Fritz a few rounds rapld x Things now (2,30) nice § quiet x
Plays the devil with a chaps nerves nowadays — one can never
oot use (sic) to this intense shell fire x

9/19/1918 Lgtter razor § clgs from Aunt Amy x Little firing during
day; but generally quiet x Wrote Harry Flnney x

9/20/1918 Letter from Holly x Our battery relieved § we went to the
wagown Lines, having been just a month on the move, during
which we have been under more or less shell fire datly, with
bowbs at night x Fine x

9/21/1918 Parcel from Annie - (cakes sweets, sardines, rasp. jam,
chutney); had good “tuck-in” for supper x Wrote Aunt Amy
§ p.C. to Annie x Showery x Basy day x

9/22/1918 Paper Aunt Amy x Showery x n bed all day - bit “off colour”
X

9/23/1918 Showery x Wrote Annie X n bed all da Y X



9/24/1918 \wrote Mother, detailing my diary up to including Aug 26 x
Letter Miss Morris x Two of our balloons were attacked by two
Fritz aeroplanes this afternoon § destroyed x Showery x
Guess golng tnto action tomorrow x Wrote Holly x

9/25/1918 Showery morning x Guns went into action this evening in
front of Metz x Supposed to be a “stunt” tn a day or two x
Goool news from Palestine, and Satonika front (sic) x on
duty again x

9/26/1918 Showery; fine evening x Several of our balloons burnt x
“Stunt” tomorrow morning x Barly this morning Fritz
heavies strafed our Line, no doubt o having in his mind to get
in first § stop an expected attack, x —-—----- Bunch of
prisoners passing along; one of them splendid stamp of man,
about & ft & tn x Very fierce looking, § moustache curled Like
Hindenburg x Passed some Tommles x Says one of them,
looking at big Hun “Gor blimie me chum; blest if they ‘arn't
gone § captured old Hindenburg!” Prisoner remained
scowling fiercely; don't know whether he understood x

9/27/1918 Fairly big “stunt” this morning; objective satd to have been
gained x Heavy rain just before start; flne rematinder day x
Letter for N.Z . W.C.A ack. S. 5 fes x Wrote Sister Macmahon
X



9/28/1918 Lgtter from Annle; paper Aunt Amy x Showery x As result of
stunt yesterday Bourlon Wood has fallen; also reported
cambria (sic) [Con---1 good news Palestine § Macedonia;
Bulgaria asking for peace x Guns went forward; also wagon
lines to Newvillex Moved off at dusk after waiting all day x
Road full of traffic; passed prisoners x

9/29/1918 \w/hhite frost this morning x Guns went forward again as
result of stunt this morning; wagon lines shifted up to
former gun position well beyond Metz; but returned again to
same Lines x Gun position came in for some shelling x A cape
cart with two donkeys attached got away § came crashing
bnto our g, s, wagown x Owne of the “donk’s” legs got tnto wheel
§ antmal had to be shot § leg sawn off to get free x

9/30/1918 \wintery weather x Huw has retired once more, § we moved our
guns forward 2 or 3 wiles; also W.L, beyond Metz x The
whole army was own the move, roads being choked with traffic
x Saw sigw in village “to Canberra’, so we are not far away x
On way up with ammunition today saw burial party at work
Di-ing one of our boys x on way back a fresh mounol of
earth; a little woodew cross at head; § bayonet § rifle placed
on mounot x



10/1/1918 sSent p.c’s to Mother § Annie x Many happy returns dear
Mother x Heavy rain during night x Fine day, but cold x
Goool news continues from all fronts x Bulgaria has
surrendered, § Turkey said to be after LArrasIx Two of our
balloons burnt x Rumour: Ostend fallen with 40.000
prisoners to British § Americans // / Henvy
stunt all along line this morning x

10/2/1918 Shifteo wagown Lines to Ribecourt; guns also moved forward x
In the distance the spires § chimney stacks of cambria (sic)
were ensily discernable; Columns of simoke were rising from
the town x Fine day, but dull § cold x



10/3/1918 ast night set out with 12 wagons with ammunition for
guns x New track over rough country x Lost way once or
twice; a wagow fell tnto a shell hole & later thro” a bridge x
Piteh dark night x Our battery seems all upside down x Other
batteries in brigaoe had either come back or were returning
before we got a stavt, after waiting all day x Something
wrong somewhere x Chaps don't mind working all night if
necessary, but hate being fooled about x Got back at 1,30 this
morning x Fine day, § an easy one for us x Our aeroplanes
very active in large formations morning § evening x The
village of Ribecourt, built of Limestone, now itn ruins,
reminds me somewhat of an Egyptian village, with lots
tumbled down walls § neglected state x Letters § photo from
Miss Reeve § Uncle Geo x Wrote Mother detatling my diary
up to § including Sept. 5 x Wrote to Aunt Amy x



10/4/1918 Good news from all fronts continues x Officlally reported
that Turkey has asked for peace x tf so, the general position
will be intensely interesting § no-one can say what will
happen x Perhaps Austria will thew “cave n” § Germany
deserted by all her allies, will satisfy her people that they (the
heads) have done thelr best to win but that, left alone she can
fairly claim an honourable peace x A guiet day for us x Wrote
to Miss Thornton x Should not be surprised if the German
“heads” have wot engineered Bulgaria § Turkey to make
peace, § thew Austria, bn order to save thelr own bacon when
she herself must come to terms x

10/5/1918 Fime, but wintery x n evening our guns went forward,
myself going with them, § we are now somewhere about N €.
SE of Cambria (sic) x Plenty of captured guns hereabouts,
many of which were turned on Fritz by the infantry x This
morning, durtng course of /= hrs rivle we came across wmore
abandoned Hun anmumunition than | have seen anywhere else
X Got guns into actlon about £.15; bed midnight x The guns
were captured by the 1st Auckland, § tncluded some naval
ones X The enemy might have beew surprised, because none
had been put out of action x Our position ts near village
Moniares (2)x Cambria is still burning x



10/6/1918 Fine, but windy § cloudy x We were fooled about a good deal
by our officers, who after giving us our line, moved our gun
back about 20 Yds, just as we had finished moving 500
rounds mmntn x Had to set to § move all amtn again x Our
guns were [busyl all day, § Fritz must have had a pretty
lively thme x They did not send much over in our direction;
just after breakfast a few came near our bivvies, one hitting

one § wounding him pretty badly tn abdomen x /

- Near Versailles we came across a German cenmetery; very
well kept; paths ete x At another place was a big concrete
tomb, with survounded by low wall of stones, surrounded with
a chain railing x BLlg tron cross cut out on tomb which
contained the names of great number theirs x Fritz evidently
thought he was going to permanently occupy this part of the
country x



10/7/1918 Moved forward this morning, crossing the Canal at vaucelles
x The bridge over canal has been destroyed by the retreating
enenmy, but two of our own are now alongside it ~ one with the
notice “to carry tanks” x Very pretty approach to village -
green fleld flanked with line of willows running thro' it, §
canal running at sioe x Reminded me of a Little bit of NZ
with field § willows x Passed many more captured guns x
qreat artillery activity — especially on part of British - all
day x we are now further € of Cambrin, the spires of which
can just be seen - still burning tonight x “Stunt” towmorrow x
12,10 L 20 € 3925 Sweep 20° LS,0,S,



10/8/1918 Not much rest last night; too many shells going § coming x
“‘Stunt” from 4,30 to 7,30 § 9,30 20.30 today x Rather
warn thme for some of us: Two wmen killed § four woundeo x
Infantry wmade good advance § we went forward during
afternoon § now £.30 just turning tn x Passed along very
pretty low-lying valley, with canal running thro x tt was
strange to see villages tn the war area so free from ruin: The
Steeples were intact on the churches, § wo gaping holes could
be seen; tho’ ow closer observation many of the roofs (sic) had
beew shattered x Just shows how we have spared the Fremch
towns x Huns were heavily shelling certain parts of the ling;
he seewms to have plenty of guns x During our stunt this
morning two aeroplanes came over our guns § machine-
bulleted us - got some Tommies on our left § 12th Battery on
right x Another stunt tn the morning x Had a shave! xx we
came bnto action within €00 yards of our front line, just near
the cambrin - St Quentian (sic) railway, which was being
heavily shelled by Fritz



10/9/1918 Good night x Up at 4.30; stunt 5,30 - #.30 x Whew half way
thro our section (centre) were ordered forward x wWe are told by
the infantry that Fritz has stolen another march on us as
they did not come tn touch with him during their advances;
reaching final objectives without seeing enemy x Not a shell
fell from him while we were firing § the infantry had an
uninterrupted advance x We are now just to the west of
Ligny, which we took this morning x On our way up saw lots
of dead Germans on a [flat between] railways x Passed a
huge ammunition dump, well smacked up x wewnt thro
villages of Lesdain (?) Crevecoeur (?) x Seranvillers x Houses
showed signs of hasty removal - fermented food, ete, all
higgle de piggedly - perhaps made so by our chaps Looking
for souvenirs x At Seranvillers one of our infantry, was
sttting ow the corner dressed in a [---- -—-- 1 clothing; thought
he was a Froggie at first, § satd to him “halloo wmesseur” Two
others dressed tn women's clothing § hats like unmbrellas
parading streets; others with new straw hats on x Went into
several houses — only got a collar stud as souvenir x The
country here is fine looking; Lot under cultivation; also



10/10/1918 Cypssing Cambria (sic) - St Ruentin ra'Lmed line; badtg
damaged x Moved forward early in morning; no breakfast,
no rations having arrived x Cold § windy x Passed thro town
of Beauvais, Fontaine, Caudry, (outskirts) tn which were
occupled by Huns to yesterday x The church we tried to
dislodge [n-—-1 gunners was only slightly damaged in roof;
orgawn tntact; very pretty one x At Beauvais (?) Fontaine
another chap § myself found some French civilians, who had
not cleared out, but hao been under German rule for four
years x Altho we were not the first soldiers they had seen,
they were very excited § [---1 us with this if viva la
Anglataire, “viva la France” we replied , which they repeated x
we were pressed tnto the house § wade to drink coffee x Three
very old people, a made-up woman § a Younger one x Shook
hands [en-----LyT They told us that the civilians were sent
away own Oct 1 (the girl got an almanack (sic) § pointed out
the date to wme "allemande partee toot-sweet ? “oul oul” they
satd x outwardly the buildings are damaged but slightly by



10/11/1918

10/12/1918

Rain all day x Our section moved back to wagow lines
during morning x A factory tn vicinity has been used by
Huwns for horse meat - Lots of horses still hanging in
different states dissection; also some dead ones not Yyet cut up
x Sowe betng salteo dowwn; great heaps of bones § hoofs -
Huns waste nothing x Just as we had wade a bivwy orders
came that we have to move back again x This sort of thing
makes a mawn full-up of this life; the heads apparently do not
kRinow their own minds two minutes in succession x Near
Sowme of the heads could not run a fowl-yard, yet Let alone a
war x Got to position about #.30 § “parked” up in a dirty loft
x Tonight t saw a § church the British using church towers
for signalling - the first instance  have personally known x
In this case the Hun would be quite justified in shelling them
x We are out for a spell — how long 1 don't know x

Showery x This afternoon [ walked thro’ Beauvais, Fontaine -
a town about size of Nelson x Our barrage oiol not harm it x
The roads haol in places been mined by Fritz; in front of the
Church a wine has exploded & blowwn the doors away §
damaged the brickwork x Beautiful Little chureh; many of the
stained glass windows broken x Whew | was in the church an
organist was playing the organ x The “Marseilles” struck up;
its glorious trivmphant notes filling the edifice with
inspiring music - tt was perhaps the first time since Hun
occupation that the French Natlonal Anthem has been heard
in the chureh x “Nearer My God to Thee” also played x The
muste filled wme with vivio wmenories of howme x Throughout
the villaoe numerous tri-colours were fluing from the houses



10/13/1918 pvely bundle (13) of NZ, letters after tea tonight; had a
great time reading them all x Three from Mother (x July 23 -
20, Aug 5 - 13) Kit, Kot, Pickles (2) Eff, Ray (2) Wop (p.c.)
Marion Thornton, Blanche x Wrote Mother (posted before
arvival Letters) x This morning 3rd Brigade held church
parade in big bldg in Beauvals x qurl Johnston present x
Good sermon § fine stnging x pull day x Lesson from
closing chapter of 1saiah (2) ; sermon from vows of Moses
“Remenber all the way over which the Lovd thy God,” ete x
Very appro. words for the oceasion x Dull but fine day x News
continues good x Germany has asked for an armistice § is
willing to evacuate occupied tervitory x Peace seems in sight x



10/14/1918 This morning had a bath ~ the first for many weeks; also
first clean shirt for about a month x At Bouvais (sic) t went
over what remains of a large textile factory; counted over
1000 Loows; wajority have been dismantled by enemy §
parts scattered all over floor x Great part of bldg has been
burned x Aftermoon (1/2 holiday) went to Caudry - quite a
large manufacturing towwn x Place practically wndamaged x
Good many civilians - mostly old wmen § women § children x
ALl were well dressed, especially the m'mslles, good boots §
clothing x Many of them were removing their belongings x
Seemed very glad to see us § whew we spoke they either Lifted
hats or saluted us x Band playing tn sq, in front Hotel de
Ville x street mined tn places x Beautiful church; only
windows broken x Wrote Miss Morris x --------- /) —mmmmmmmeee
Notes tn town: Do not enter; believed to be mined” x “This place
dangerous”! ete x

10/15/1918 rizzling rain morning x Met Holly x was at the village
whew he called at our billet; § when coming home nearly
passed him without recognizing him x He has got very thin x
Had great pow wow x Great treat to see “one of my own” after
three years x Letter from Annle x Wrote Miss Reeve x Sent a
jolnt p.c. to Mother § Howie x Germany asking for armistice
X



10/16/1918 prizzling rain x Going into town this morning | ran tnto
Holly x Spent most of afternoon § all evening with him x
Have orders to go into action tomorrow, to relieve a Tommy
Battery x Golng thro Bouvals today great contrast to first
the: thew houses deserted, streets [------] with broken
telephone wires, odd bits of furniture, very Little traffic x
Today: streets crowded with “diggers”, motors; Lorries, horses;
planos playing; typewriters clicking, bands playing,
canteens doing roaring business, baths fired up, mined roads
repaired; smoke from chimneys bustle everywhere x Douia
(sic) , Laon, La Fere, § [Nist] captured x

10/17/1918 drizzling rain x Lot of sickness n our Battery); 20 men to
hospltal tn 2 days x Afternoon went up to new position with
ammunition: thro Bethencourt x Visley (sic) x Bvening
spent with Holly x Parcel from Annie - cake, sweets, jam,
milk chutney X Took sowme tea § sugar Mother sent, § with
Holly § a few cobbers had a slap-up supper x Sent jolnt p.c. to
Annie



10/18/1918 \wrote Mother detailing diary up to § tneluding Sept 15 x At
& this morming guided up ammunition wagown to new gun
position, just the other side Viesley (sic) x puring night
postn was severely strafed x Spent afternoon § evening with
Holly x Bnemy shelling Caudry § other towns in back areas
X Three guns went into action tonight; remainder Battery
tomorrow start Lo Sunday x

10/19/1918 Foggy x Rest of guns went tnto actlon x Start now tomorrow
x Spent afternoon § evening (concert 42nd Division) with
Holly x Sickness still prevailing among Battery, men being
sent to Hsptl daily x Fritz doing a Llittle long-range shooting
X

10/20/1918 wet foggy day x Shifted W, L, to other side Bethencourt x
saw Holly (who is also going forward today) for a few wmins,
before moving off x Rotten trek x Managed to find dry billets
ln the village x uite pleasant evening in Sgts mess with
gramophone § songs x Blg stunt this morning by 42nd
pivision, who are satd to have gatned thelr objectives x

10/21/1918 Tyafalgar Pay! Guns moved forward thro Solesmes, over
canal; teams had very hot time, one man wounded x Papers
from Kit (w, Press § Dowm’s) Ray § Mother; clgs § tooth paste
from Ray; have been unable to buy tooth paste for over a week;
cigs very bon! wet § muddy day x



10/22/1918 Lpst night a shell fell in our horse lines, killing 12 §
wounding about 18 x Worst hit we have had with our horses x
wet day x Holl’s coy went passed our W, L, today § was told
he is attached to G.H.Q ~ good Luck to him x Still very short
of men owing to sickness x satd to be blg stunt tomorrow;
rond choked with traffic today; N.Z. troop went up x Note §
clippings from Putty x Wrote Holl x Parcel clothing (gloves,
bow searf) undervest § pants) from Aunty per Mother; also
tin bonsol cigs § sweets from Aunty x Ack parcel from
Aunty x

10/23/1918 jolly havd day x Big stunt this morning x Shifted w. L. to
gun position Briastre; thew took up guns § ammunition to
new position at Beugran [Ventergull from which enemy was
driven this evening x Hao pleasant surprise passing thro’
Briastre, seeing Holly on corner - he Ls o/c prisoners! had a
ploooooooo (crossed out - words indecipherable) few wmins’
yarn with each other - thew off! Roads choked with traffic, §
plenty of mud, making going heavy for teams x Gave Holl
some of Ray’s cigs x Foggy morning, but cleared up later tn
day x Farm country; Lot unader cultivation x



10/24/1918 went back to Bethencourt to get my swag, which was Left
behind yesterday x shifted W, L, to Beauvols; guns did not
go forward x Blg stunt this morning; enemy) saio to have
further retived x Last evening two shells killed 30 horses of
1st Battery, a 100 Yrols from where we now are x Flne day x
The villages we have passed through during last few days
have been considerably knocked about x So far as t cawn see,
Judging by the cultivated fields, that Life must have gone on
much in the same way as formerly with the peasants x we
are tnking advantage of the vegetnbles § Lliving well — all the
cooks have to do is to go to the first field § collect what he
needs for the stew x A big barn we found today full of
unthreshed wheat § barley, on which we are sleeping in a
tremch tonight x °

10/25/1918 (etter paper from Annie x Moved guns forward; Fritz satd to
be on the run again x We have not fired since Yyesterday
morning x Dull day; rain evening x Wrote Annie x Sharp
‘stunt’ on our right x Rumours about being relieved by
Yanks on 29th /-/ just about time the Division had a spell x



10/26/1918 Moved guns § W.L, forward this morning x went thro
several villages tncluding Romeries x Our W.L, guns are at
Beaudignies §the guns W, L, at X P, P x Foggy morning
but brighter Later on x There are several clumps of woods about
here .aglow (sic) with autumnal tints - a pleture scene to
delight the eye of a painter — russet brown golden
leafed-poplars, § other trees of varying and delightful hues x
Recalls when we were trekRking from the Somme in “16 (Oct)
x took advantage of a quiet afternoon to have a shave § n
general clean up x This morning a horse bumpeo me in the
mouth, breaking off a tooth from my upper plate, loosening a
crown, § smashing a piece off a good one x Felt like shooting
the anbmal! Few shells flying round, but so far at safe
distance x Letter Paisy x During night Fritz sent along a
good deal of stuff, § at one time it Looked as if we would have
to turn out § shift the horses x The bridoe (Pont-a-Plerres)
had beew blown up by Frits, § many ploneers were at work
rebutlding § putting up pontoon bridges )

10/27/1918 9 g, m., : Beautiful calm, mild sunny morning x Am seated
n an orchard survoundedt with poplars, the leaves of which are
shining gold x There is an old whitewasheo brick cottage at
one endl, occupted by some Tommy officers who are now
seated around a table tn the open having breakfast x
Aeroplanes droning overhead; sounds of chopping §
hamwmering tn the wood just below, through which runs a
canal x only occastonally hear sound of guns x Very
peaceful x There is a “Sunday” feeling in the air x Bvening;
since the foregoing lines were written we have hao a bad time
§ several casualties both to men § horses x qurl Johnston
considered our W, L, were too close up (we were in front of
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10/28/1918 Fine day; quiet, except for few shells x Moved our guns (only
4 in action) to the rear x Our O.C, evidently did not have
enough foresight to pick positions beforehand, § the teams
were Rept fooling about from one place to another, § when
guns were at Length unlimbered they were not sure if they
were even the tn the right place; may have to be moved
tomorrow x Wewnt to Roweries § had a bath x Wrote Mother;
Letter from Annie x Balloon (ours) burnt)

10/29/1918 Fime x Moved our guns to another position this morning x we
are Ln reserve, § ave Likely to be settled heve for about a week x
Fritz aeroplanes active over our lines — about 14 - most | have
seen for some time x —-------- Several of our men which have
gone to hospital with flu have since died x

10/30/1918 Fimne x During Hun strafing of a batloon near our lines two of
our men were wounded by shrapnel x Things were Lively for a
min or two x “Rumour” that Austria ls “napoo” x

10/31/1918 Battery came out of action today for a few days spell §
[reorganizing]l for a “stunt” that is coming off x qurl
Johnston round lines today x went up with team § pulled out
guns; raining part of trip x



11/1/1918 Fime mild sunny day x Went to dentists at Solesimes § had
one extracted § have to go back tn fortnight for new plate x
qums feeling bit sore tonight x Letters from Mother (Aug 19-
25) Aunt Kate, Kot, Plekles, cousin Blanche, § Aunt Amy x
Solesmes not much kinocked about; with exception of church x
Big stunt this morning on our left x Lately
[ have woticed Fremch civilians returning to which remains of
thelr homes - their belongings in barrows § hand trucks,
pushed by old men § women § yYoungsters x

11/2/1918 \wet cold day x Nursing my jaw! Centre X went bnto action;
remainder of guns golng in Later x Wrote to Mother, Cousin
Blanche, Aunt Amy § p.c. to Annie x A year today since we
were velieved at Passchendale /-/ that slough of Despond!



11/3/1918 Cold day; wet night x Remainder of guns went into action
today; big stunt in morning x our WL, are shifting forwarod
early x Turkey ts out of the war; Austria ~ Hungry most
probably x Still nursing my jaw x Reading “The Luck of the
vials” (E F Benson) x Two prs socks § “chronicle” from Annie
X While going thro’ velieved villages on 5th
civilians showed hatred of Germans x one old man shook his
stick fiercely at some prisoners as they went by x At church
at [Cingnes] (near Carnoy) we noticed a crowd of civilians
having argument with the verger x They [----1 § brought off
a coffin containing the body of a Huw officer, whose
comrades had wo time to bury him x The coffin was deposited
in the ditch § the wreaths at followed x They refused to allow
Bosche to remain in thelr church / one of
our shells (one of very few) hit a house; we satd to the old
woman “pointing to damage, “No bonne!” yet again She did
not mind in the least § satd “Bonne, bonne: deliverance,
deliverance” signifying the damage was nothing compared to
belng released x -




11/4/1918 Long § tiring day x Big stunt this morning; shifted wi, L.,
early § took them to gun position, guns being taken well
forward x Just as we haod prepared to make ourselves
comfortable for night orders came to shift W.L, further up;
took us four hours, over heavy roads § cross country; full of
traffic § numerous long stoppages x got to bed about 10,20 x
Our chaps took Ruesnoy, with several hundred prisoners x
Also (the 2nd welltngton) A gun § tenms § gun crew x The
captors mounted the N.C.O.’s hack § brought the team, guns
§ mewn back tn triumph x Last night very wet but day turned
out fine x Saw aeroplane come down tn flames x

11/5/1918 Anpther early wove x going as far as le Carnoy § getting
there about noon, § having a descent billet x Steady rain all
the way, § roads heavy x Stunt early morning, § it is said
the N.Z.ers today § yesterday had best day ever had x
Passed thro’ several freed villages full of civilians, who gave
us great reception; Huns only driven out few hrs previously x
Enemy) seems to have suffered severely judging from what
we saw x Passeol along Forest of Mormal, which despite
weather, was a mass of autuwmnal tints x Bnemy has cut
dowwn good deal, using english prisoners § also male §
female civillans x The Latter told us that for giving our men
food, they were threatened with tmprisonment x Also that for
2 yrs (at le Carnoy) the Huns have commandeered all

nnFarnec x Ay Lo Paviania we wieve niviea. ac maianra nndfor nc e



11/6/1918

11/7/1918

wet wiserable day x standing by all the time awaiting
orders to go forward x wost of the bridges § roads have been
blown up, § the side roads § tracks are about tmpassable
owing to the weather x Very likely (7 pm) we will stop here all
night x Someone plinched the tssue of rum; if the crimainal or
criminals were caught tho, the boys wld have Lynched them!
we are about 5 Rilos (sic) from Belglan border x

Foggy damp day, with threatening rain x After betng ready
to move off all day we wmoved away at 2 pm, on what proved to
be a wild goose chase x After darkuness our O.R. lost his way
at heaol of column § would have Led us into No Man’s Land
if an infantry officer had not tolol hime where we were x After
long delay, we eventually left guns in a paddock, with [-]
supply amumunition; thew further on we left wagons tn
another paddock ¥+ mile away; § put up horse lines in
Mormal forest about mile further back x We ended up the trek
with guns in one position (with two men standing by);
wagons somewhere else; some gunners tin the village; our
horse lines elsewhere; § the ratlon cart (with next days
provisions § the rum tn a ditch miles away! Slept tn open in
the forest, with damp leaves for bed; thank heaven the rain
Left off did not fall § mess up all round x We were able to get
some hot stew late at night x



11/8/1918 Rain most of day x Moved forward again at 3 x n meantime
we had wade big fires § dried our clothes x Whole Battery
moveo § we got to W.L, just at duske, steady rain falling x
tHere we found our officers had made wo provision for
billeting us, no doubt trusting to luck § Providence to provide
for us x under our late O.C. a guide always went ahead §
Looked out for billets; but apparently our O.C. is lacking in
common sense X Naturally we were very annoyed; but in the
end, owing to the good fortune a billet reserved for another
Battery was not wanted at the last minute, all the men were
put under cover x Camping itn the rain would have been the
alternative x quns golng tinto action later tonlght x we are
now some distance from Belgian boroer, as we are running
travelling parallel with it x went thro’ village Haugines (sic)
x Lots of mud now about, § conditions generally unpleasant
X TwWo guns went tnto actlon, but before they were ready) to
fire orders came to cease, as the enemy was out of range x He
Ls still going; § sending over very few shells x



11/9/1918 Bright sunny day - just glimpse of sun for several days x
Centre X went forward; but were turned back x W, L, went
forwaro /2 mile to village of [Busselues] where we are now tn
billets § the Battery has been relieved ~ for a week, it is satd x
Peace rumours busy - said the Hun reps, have beew to
versailles, § that they have 72 hrs to accept our terms x Also
said the Yanks § French have passed thro Metz § are at
Sedan - where the French capitulated in 1872 x Fritz cleared
out of here yesterday - good many civilians here x Nice
Looking country x Letters from Annle § Sister Norvis; sent
-0, to Annie x Many happy returns Aubrey

11/10/1918 Frpsty) morning; sunny day x n afternoon walked to
Hautmont, 2 K. on, Maubeuge being 5 K from Latter place x
At former place bridges destroyed, but now being replaced x
Town quite a big place, § only very few houses damaged x
Flags flying everywhere x Plenty of clvilians x Have heard
many gruesome stories of Huw's treatment of women x Two
prisoners came thro Hautmont this afternoon § civilians gave
thew a bit of a hot time x Supposed to be moving back the
Fowtaine tomorrow for a rest x Rumonred that Katser
abolicated x Wrote Mother x



111171918 Has Pence veally arrived x Rumours all day that hostilities
have ceased x The last few days there has beew very Little
artillery fire x Other rumours: Revolution tn Germany;
Berlin has been bombed; Crown Prince s marching on Berlin
with 10,000 men! This morning we moved out, § from all
a/c’s we are out etther for good or for a good Long spell x Eight
hours on road, cold dull day x Going on again tomorrow x tf
hostilities have really ceased, we will not be able to realize it
for some days x tw view of vagueness of news no enthusiasm
showw, but 1 think most of us arve hoping that such is really
so x We camped at Villereauw for night x Tea butter tin wmilk
from Mother x During trek came across 1914 trenches § shell-
holes, now overgrown with grain § weeds x

11/12/1918 Ow, trek again at # am, reaching Quivey (sic) at 2 x Frosty
morning, sunny day x Passed thro villages of Ghissignies,
Salesches, Newville, ete x Goodl billets x Ours ts a house, with
a wice stone § [su--1 bed x Sat round fire at night, § had
stng song x Seewms to be corrvect that the armistice has been
sigwned x it is [fine] to be well out of the firing line § able to
sleep without gas helmets handy § bombs from Fritz x



11/13/1918

11/14/1918

11/15/1918

2pw: aw seated alongsioe a five in Beauvols where | came this
morning to see dentist x Just haa dinner with Holls & he is
seatedl bestde me reading O, D, [Tone] x Armistice has been
signed, so the war (s just about over, bar the cheering x All
sorts of rumours as to what we are going to do x Glortous day
x Three years since 1 Left wellington x Have read that the
armistice has beew signed x WiLL soow be out of a job! It is
said that the N.Z.ders are going to the Rhine to garrison
duty x Received with mixed feelings x At Beauvais the
Dlgoers held mass [mtg], more or Less of a good natured
order, § decided that they would not go x

Another glorious day; reminiscent of typieal Nelson winter
weather x went lnto Beauvols, § after seelng dentist spent
rest of day with Holl x Today the whole Division held a church
parade as a thanksgiving for the war Three Years since |
satled from N.N. (Christchurch) x Little willie has been
assassinated § Pa has cleared out to Holland x

In bed all day; not too good Last day or two x Another
beautiful day x Parcel from Kit also Dominion; summary
from Harry Flnney, § tin cocon § milk from Mother x



11/16/1918 \weather ditto x n bed x We have been tolol that we will be
going to the Rhine between 2nd § 24 Dee, by train x will
remain there for a week or two, thew come back, hand over our
horses ete, § thew go to camps in Bngland, returning to N.Z,
according to our retnforcement x The first Lot to return should
bnelude up to gth or 9th x Educational scheme to be instituted
as soown as possible x

11/17/1918 Colol raw day x Still in bed but feeling better x

11/18/1918 Early morning fine, but slight fall of snow (the first this
winter) about 10 oclock) x walken ™ into Beauvols to dentist;
also saw Holl § spent most of day together x Wrote Mother

11/19/1918 Raw foggg day x Wrote Kit § note to N.Z.W. Assn x

11/20/1918 went to dentist at Beauvols, § spent most of day with Holls x
rRaw § foggy X

11/21/1918 Hayrd frost: sunny day x Reading Literary Lapses (Leacock)
X Football 13th beat 11th (1stteam) 23 - 6 x

11/22/1918 still fine, but very Little strength in sun x Went to pletures
followed by Lecture by Belgian soldier; very interesting x
Letter Aunt Amy x Football 13th beat 4th (6 - 0) gunner
teams x



11/23/1918 Sunny oa Y x Parcel from Annie (cakes, sweets, sardines) x
Letter Aunt Amy x Wrote Annie x Football13th beat 12th
L(ser—)1 3 - 0; very exciting mateh x 12th were giving points
(& - 12) in before wateh, so we rather surprised them x

11/24/1918 Cold day x Chureh parade morning; afternoon with Holl x
Letter Miss Reeve x

11/25/1918 Raw day x Papers from Ray tin cocon milk Mother x Wrote
Mother § Kol x The old people who have come back to theilr
house ave very kind to us; plenty of backshee coffee, also
“chips” x

11/26/1918 Raw day) x The people tn that house are very good to us x
Tonight they wmade us plenty of potato chips § coffee, § would
nwot hear of accepting any payment x Supposed to be moving
off to Germany within the next few days x

11/27/1918 Starting for the Rhine towmorrow x Raw day x

11/28/1918 Movedl off at # am, on first stage to Rhine x Pulled up at
Escarmain (about 12 K) at 11 x LikaeLg to be here for a dag or
two x Camped in a barn x Steady rain all day x sat vound a
fire at night § hao several arguments x

11/29/1918 Showery x Moving off tomorrow x More arguments round the
fire at night x



11/30/1918 Moved off €,30; trekRked until about 3,30 x Frosty wmorning;
raw foggy day x Passed thro Bavay, billeting about 3 kilos
beyond, § now betng about same distance from Belgium
border x Passed hundreds of returning refugees x wWe are on
the road to Mons, signposts beariing the name recalling vivid
recollections of the “olol contemptibles” x wWe ave tn billets some
2 Kilos from the old historic battleground of Malplaquet,
where the French § British fought in 1709 x

12/1/1918 Fine, but very cold x This afternoon while out for a stroll met
Bishop Sadlier had a yarn with him x Jolly pleased to meet
him x The King § Prince Albert tnspected our infantry at
Bavay (3 Kilos) this morning x We are said to be moving off
on Thursday Tuesday to Mauberge, § thence to Cologne x

12/2/1918 Fine, but cold x Moving out tomorrow x Letter from Amy,
Annle



12/3/1918 Long treR, pulling up at Ferriere la Gqrande x Went within
few Kilos, Mauberge, which city we skirted x Cold, § at times
driving rain x Off again tomorrow making Charlerio (sic)
about Friday x witnessed funeral of child just before moving
out x First two Little Kiddies carrying cross; thew several more
olrls with muslin robes, bearing a banner x Then the coffin,
borne by women dressed savme; then wore girls dressed same
carrying wreaths x Padvre followed, § then mourners x at
Jewmont 100’s of railway trucks § carriages had beew Left on
the Line by enemy x n some cases several had been destroyed
perhaps by our bombs x Process sugar refined; beetroot taken
along water shute (sic) to base of factory, where it is picked
up by a chain windlass buckets § conveyjed to top of bldg;
where it is shot into vat; § golng thro various processes
emerges in thick Liquin on ground floor, where it flows tnto
vats, which when full are return revolve at tremendous rate, §
tn few mins the brown sugar appears x

12/4/1918 Long trek today, leaving at 9 § pulling up at Fontaine-
valimont about 3,30 x Very thickly populated country, § we
passed thro some very fine towns x Some of the villages haol
been good deal destroyed tn 1914 x At Jewmont (@ large
mnfting city) the rallway station is a wreck § many fine
houses have beew burnt out x Passing along wmet Holly, §
Just had time to drink the glass of stout he was holoing
before we weve off x Crossed Belgian frontier few Kilos further
ow; § in the towwn of Serle-sur-Sanbre (sic) the decorations
were still to be seen tn honour of the relieving army x

N7 B Wllotor nover alcn caw crinae Asccioe ndrovinman



12/5/1918

12/6/1918

Short enjoyable trek today) to Lobbes thro some very rich
agric, country x So far as outward appearances go the people
have been Living well x Soow after crossing tnto Belgium we
came across cows, sheep § horses, poultry § on enquiring we
found that 1 reason for this was, that the Hun had levied o
big sum on the tnhabitants to allow themw to keep thelr stock x
Another reason was that the armistice had been signed when
they returned x wWe were told that the Hun pd big prices in his
owwn paper money for produce, as an tnstance: 25 cent, for
butter before war; afterwardst,000 x | dow't suppose the Hun
ever had any tdea he would have to pay tn coln for his paper
money; but this is so as the French Govt, ave giving 1,25 for
every mark x So Fritz will be hoisted with his own petard x
Sent number p.c’s of Lobbes howme § Annie x Beautiful mild
sunny day x n afternoon = holiday, § some of us walked to
city of Thuin about 4 Kilos distant x Full of N.Z. troops all
now watting in estaminets for a feed - piece of steak § spuds
4 /2 francs x Hilly city, narvow streets, cobbled x “Dlnk”
band playing on itn square x When Belgian national anthem
played population stood bareheaded, also whew our own was
played, clapping at end x Belgian's evidently know our NLA.
better than we do theirs x Big canal; diggers enjoying
thewselves tn boats, [--- --- 1 also a M’llse gave we a Belglan
rosette as souvenlir x Tongoo My destination for leave taken
yesterday x



12/7/1918 Misty day x Going ow Leave tomorrow ~ a year to the day
stnee my last x Reporting at Charlerol, (sic) § thew to
Boulogne x P.c’s to Misses Reeve § Norris, Nell, Howle, Eccus,
Betty § Hula x # a Vistt to us Francls Hewnaro, Hermine
Criplot, julin Sowmville

12/8/1918 Had awn interesting day Charlerio (sic) Francis Henwnant
Bookeeper tn [-—-- ——--] Belgluwm with his wife julia and a
friend of her wife have met two kRind New Sealland (sic)
Zeatand soldiers and spent some hours cheerfully with them
They will never forget thewm and have been very sorry they
have not been able to pay

12/9/1918 Left Charterio (sic) for Boulogne 9.15, change Mons x At
Mons told no Leave train today, so 3 of us jumped on board
an empty tratn bound for valenciennes x which we reached
about 10 x RTO. said we could stop in billets to night § Leave
4 in the morning, or go on by our train x While dectding
train woved off § settled question, so we dectded to take pot
luck with the bus x Buring journey we obtained a petrol tin,
commandeered coal from a mine at Mowns, § soown had a fire
going x Also got some straw for a bed x we are quite happy,
no one to worry us, § getting to see a bit of France this way x
A canadian chap gave us a loaf of bread, weat, butter, §

12/10/1918 9 qm; now sitting L the train which has been stuck up nine
miles from Arvas since 5 x Kept fire going all night, § for
breakfast buttered toast § hot beans! Not too bad x we are
now th war zone again, § country looks wretchedly desolate x
Kept waiting for 1 hours before getting to Arvas! Plenty of
cussing!



12/11/1918 \we were Rept walting outside Arvas for 1€ hours! Squatted in
a truck all time x Lot of cussing! Got to St Pol about & am;
Jumped off for coffee; § had to run to cateh train (trucks)
which landed s at Boulogne just in time to get leave boat x
Folkstone 4,30; London €, Annies 10,30 x Bon!

12/12/1918 ot to St Pol about & am; jumped off for coffee; had to rum to
cateh a train (trucks) which landed us at Boulogne in time to
race for the Leave boat x Lovely sleep Last night x Afternoon
went to wallon § had tea with some Sister friends x Back to
(Lford night § spent hour at bazaar with Annie x

12/13/1918 Good sleep last night better thaw trucks! went out to wallon
§ had tea with some Sister friends x London during day;
slow x Left Buston 2,10, Holyhead 2,30; Dublin #.30 x Good
trip, but tiring

12/14/1918 gyrived Dublin 7#.30 x Nice sunny day x Had Look round
city; Liked it x Saw site of pt where [Pater] Lived x Connell’s [--
--] Nelsow’s Pillar ete x Called on Mr Taylor Bank treland x
Then went out to Norfolk College x Had Look round x Out
again in afternoon; met many “old girls’ of Aunties, § also
the teaching staff x ow behalf staff made presentation to
Miss FitzPatrick; children’s party later x Only man present
among about 70 women § girls! Later, with Miss § Mrs L,
went to Theatre x Supper, § got home Sunday morning after
very enjoyable day x Called on Miss Thompson x



12/15/1918 Jolly good day, alto’ pouring rain x tn morning went to St
Jerome Cenmetery, but unable to find Aunt Annie’s grave; no
guldes available on Sunday x Spent ¥/= hr at service Hardie's
X; then wmet Mr § Mrs Taylor Rathmines T.H, § taken to
dinner in city; where joined by Miss Taylor x Watched
funeral procession of Colman, n Sein Felnler (sic) who had
died tn prison x tmwmence concord, paper [expected] that
15,000 followed cask hearse x Trawms stopped moving x S, ¥
flags (with black cross) flying § carried x (See other diary
for fuller impressions) Back to Taylors for tea, where met
another Miss Taylor x Felt quite at howme with all the family
§ enjoyed my time limwmensely x Later tn evening went to see
Mrs § Miss Longstaff to bid them good-bye x Mr Little called
roundl to see me; but not there x In morniing Mr § Mrs T,
called at club for me, but t had gone out x Sent p.c’s Publin to
family x

12/16/1918 Fine early part morning x went to Phoenix Park. On way
back called on My Little, who knew Holly x at 7 Clinbed to
top of Nelson's Column; § at 1 oclock met Miss Connie Taylor
§ took her to lunch, very enjoyable x Casy Wewt over Trinity
College x caught 3 train for Belfast; arrived there & [---]
Theatres closed to soldiers on a/c influenza, walkeo the
streets until 11,30 x Looks a fine town; splendid train service
X A way up crossed the river Boyne x City good Looking very
small holdings; mostly grazing x very quaint cottages x



12/17/1918

12/18/1918

12/19/1918

12/20/1918

Showery x Had good look round the city; very [l--1, fine
shops, well stocked x Took train to ship bldg yards; had a
look at Harland § Woolfs; saw ships on dock x The Soldiers §
Satlors’ Club city fine place x Left at 2,45 for Dubling
Kingston 7; crossed tn mail boat; very rough x Arrived
Holyhead wmidnight x Sent p.o's Belfast to family x

Stayed Holyhead hotel Last night; left for Llandudno 7.40;
arrived there 10,30 x Raln x Spent cosy afternoon with
Aunty § Uncle x (n evening went to concert on the prom.,
hotel x Met several people x Note to Miss Taylor x

Left Llandudno 9.15, Chester 11.20 x Called at Kings college
§ took, Willie Taylor to lunch at Westminster Hotel; after
which he showed me round the city x Bright Little chap, § a
fine guide x walked all round historic wall; visited cathedral,
the Rowes (shops under cover x) City quaint old place,
reminding me somewhat of York x Showery x Saw tower on
which King Charles witnessed the defeat of his troops on
Rowton Moor Sept 24, 1645 x Cathedral ana Monastery,
1069 x Saw Jack Conwells’ flag in cathedral (off ship
Chester) x nvited to tea by house master of college (Mr
Woodhouse) § afterward went to school concert x Very
enjoyable day x

Left Chester 9.40 by G, W.R., going thro’ Shrewsbury,
Leamington ete; wet day x Paddington 3,30 § then on to
(Lforal x



12/21/1918 Had day in town with Annie x Roxana (Doris Keene)
afternoon; The BoYy” evening; pletures at Marble Arch while
waiting for dinner x Hao good time; fine, but dull x Home
about midnight x

12/22/1918 Had a lazy day - 1 needed it (Brifast in bed; wrote Mother x
Rain at tntervals x

12/23/1918 (i morning city with Annie § Mrs Hawthorn x In co--- Mr
have joined us at lunch, § we had a jolly meal x Enjoyed it
bmmensely x Annie had the Pip over something! n evening
went to The Maw from Toronto” very good

12/24/1918 quiet day at lford x Mr H Mrs H spent day with us, § we
had jolly time x

12/25/1918 Fine, but trifle foggy x Church morning; then walk, before
dinner x Kids very excited over thelr presents x Bnjoyed
dinner immensely x Afternoon all went round to 5 Park Av,
§ spent jolly time x Youngsters entertained us with dances,
songs recitations, ete x Annie § Bert gave me a very wnice
present book [O---] and the children a handy diary x
Thanks!

12/26/1918 Morning went to London with Bert § Bick to get my pass
stanmped x Flne tn London but foggy in iLford x Went thro’
Whitechapel § home by ‘bus from Bast Ham x Had a lazy
afternoon, § in evening played billiards x Have enjoyed the
rest of the last few days x



12/27/1918 Left Annle at 6,15, § got to Victoria Stn in time to cateh
.20 train to Folkstone x Bert came to see wme off, for which |
was glad x Left Folkstone 2.20 § arvived Boulogne after
rather rough trip, two hours later x Dodged the camp § stayed
bn town, where [ obtained a decent nights rest x Ratning most
of day x

12/28/1918 Left Boulogne in the slowest train it has been wmy misfortune
to vide in x At Etaples | got off train § reported to our base x
wet day x

12/29/1918 \wet day) x Called at 46 tn afternoon § had tea with Sister
MacMahon x Church evening, after which t called on Sister
Morris at 46 x | was pleased to see vy old nurses again, who
haol been so kind to me when tn hospital x Wrote note to
Mother, Holly, Pickles; also to Base P.O, § also to my Battery
for matl x

12/30/1918 \wet day) x Wrote Aunt Kate x Fooled about during day x Had
pleasant evening

12/31/1918 \wet day); fine evening, which | spent in pleasant company x
Here endeth my thivd diary x So long 1918; cant say ( am
sorry to et You go, although taking everything tnto
constderation, | haven't had a bad thwme; might have been a
great deal worse x Hope to be in good olol Nelsow this time next
year x Na-poo! Happy New Year to all at home x Fini

1/1/1918 Frosty wmorning; [---1 cold day; heavy rain about F pm X...
Had enjoyable evening x



1/2/1919 weather still unsettled, x... W, AA,C, concert night x went
nto “A” Lines § expect to go to Blighty any day x Sent p.c’s
to Nell, Blanche, Howie, Marion Thornton, Annie § Aunt
AmY x

1/3/1919 Fine day, wet night x Put on A quard for German prisoners
at 24 qnl Heptl, in which there are about 900 sick § orderlies
x Goodl easgjob X

1/4/1919 Few showers x n afternoon had tea with Sister MacMahon at
46 x Hope to be Leaving for Blighty tomorrow or next day x

1/5/1919 Racing all day; very cold x Church parade morning; S A,
evening x Wrote Mother, detatling my Blighty leave x

1/6/1919 Cold § windy x Getting “fed up” x
1/7/1919 \weather ditto x On Quarter quard; easy job x
1/8/1919 Nice sumny day; hope to get away to Blighty tomorrow x

1/9/1919 Rain during night x Letter from Cora Mac,, Putty, Miss
Reece § p.o, Miss Norris x (n all probability leaving for UK,
tomorrow! Maori concert evening

1/10/1919 still waiting! Pictures evening x

1/11/1919 Bitto! x Wrote Mother; § p.c. to Cora Mac § Paisy x Pictures
evening x

1/12/1919 pittp! church morning § evening; pictures afternoon x



1/13/1919 No sigwn of wmarching orders x The chaps are becoming restive;
§ the O.C. camep [a/c] us today stating the shortage of
shippiing was holding us up x Afterwards the “Bolshevik”
elewent hao a watg § decided to march out tomorrow morning
§ board a train for Boulogne! Wrote Holly x Pletures night x

1/14/1919 The “march-out” did not come off, saner counsel prevailing x
Still, the shake-up may have good result x Letters from
Holly, acknowledging my parcels from Mother (2 tins sugar
1 tea) Becus § [Rene] (2 tins 3 Castle cigs § 2 have tobaceo);
Awnnie (cakes, sweets ete) Thornton girls (Large cake), Miss
Reese (clgs) x Thawnks everybody x

1/15/1919 Today was conveyed to us the cheerful information thatwe wol
not Leave for Blighty until 21st x There has beew a mess-up at
Hdqrs x Same old thing! on /4 Grd x Flne day; raining
night x Wrote Thorntons’ § Beeus x (brother) (P.N.N,Z)

1/16/1919 Nice day; heavy showers evening x Letters from Mother (Oct
27) Plekles § Kol x Some of my mail still missing x

V1771919 Nice day x Wrote Putty x Pictures evening x

1/18/1919 Nice summny day - spring like in it's mildness x went for
long cross country walk with a friend of Holly's (Neve) x
Diggers concert tn Lowry Hut evenling x Wrote Mother
concluding d’mrg re Last push (up to Nov 11) x



1/19/1919 Coldest night t have experienced this winter x Clear moonlight
x Heavy frost this morning, but dull day x Letter from Aunt
AmyYy § P.C. Annie x Church morning § evening x Nothing
definite so far regarding Blighty x

1/20/1919 My NZ, matl arvived at last - 18 tn all x Five from Mother
(Sept 17,22, 29, Oct 1 - €) with 5/- p.n; Effie (5/-pn. §2/6
coupon Mr Tattor) ; RAY, Aunt Kate (2) Blanche, Aubr&g,
Dats Y Pickels, Matia, Kit, B’Lu,g Stmpson, Becus, Bill Bvans
(photo); § Annie x Trés Bown! also pr socks > [--1 Annie x
(Poss’ubLg shorthand) Thanks x Bitterly cold dag; SNOW
threatening x

1/21/1919 Nice day x Wrote Kit § p.c’s to all the family x Plctures four
S.A, eveniing x We are told that we are Lleaving tomorrow for
cevtain! Tin cocoa § milk Mother x

1/22/1919 Nice sunny dm{j; rather keen wind x Now (& pm) walting to
fall in for station, where we entrain at € for Le Havre x x Got
away at 9 pum x The first stage on the journey HOME!

1/23/1919 2 am: Longpre Statlon x 20 miles in nearly 12 hours! Some
golng! we passed thro’ this town whew treRking to the
Sowmme in ‘16 x Hard frost; slept a Little on floor of carriage x
For breakfast used Mother’s tin cocom; bon x The carriage t got
into bg accident is numbered 13 ~ my lucky number, so |

feel quite safe!



1/24/1919

1/25/1919

1/26/1919

1/27/1919

1/28/1919

Le Havre € pm x Kept fooling round in the cold for 1 #/2 hrs
before knowing where we were to sleep x Went to Canadian b,
mob, camp; bed about 11 x Flne > § sunny < but cold x
Went round the docks (full of steamers) afternoon § city,
evening x Very fine shops, boulevards ete x

pull day x Leaving tomorrow for Blighty x dull day x
Pletures evening x

At ser; W, R.S.S loex; Left Havre 11 am, it is said for
Weymouth x Fine; fall of snow early morning x x Anchored
in Portland Roads at 9 pm for the night x Smooth trip x
Charged us 4d on board for cup of inferior tea (bring our own
mugs) x The tbex has beew sunk twice; § has also destroyed a
submarine x

Buntered Weywouth 9 am x Had feed, then marched thro’ town
to station x Many of the windows crowdled with people who
waved flags, handkerchiefs ete at us as we went by x
Entrained at 10.30, § reached Amesbury Junction 3 pm;
snowing x 1%/ [-]1 march to Lark Hill Camp; Sling is full x
Good huts § beds x Sent P.C, to Mother from Weymouth; wire
to Annle, § Letter at night x

Vvery cold x Col Stewart a/d us; giving explanation re B, mob
x Looks as if the A men witl not leave for N.Z, until March;
on a mess-up somewhere, § later [rfents] are getting away
first x Just like the army X P.C. to Mother, Holly x Lark Hitl
ls a big well-apptd camp x Medical inspection x



1/29/1919 colol x Walked to the ruins at Stonehenge; also went over on
aerodrome x At night went tn YM [with] a party of ladies-
splendid concert — the best  have Listened to for many a long
day x Wrote Miss Norris x Sent p.e’s Weywmouth to family x
pental inspection x

1/30/1915 Mensles inspection wWeather ditto x Wrote Annle x Golng on
leave tomorrow

1/31/1919 Left Amesbury 1,45, London 6,30; Annle’s € x Snowing x

2/1/1919 Anniversary Nelsow City! Chigwell afternoon with Annie to
see Dick x Snowing at intervals x Letters from Mother (Oct
16, 20, Nov. &, 15, 24,) Kit, Kol, Aunt Kate (3) Miss white,
Aunt Amy, Sister vaggls, Huia (card); tin sugar, tin wmilk,
brand Y balls x Mother) = tins clgs [old]Pickles, bundles
papers Kit, Bffie; 2 swmmaries Harry Flnney; advise from
Bank; and balaclava cap § mittens from Mother x At
Chigwell saw Kings Head wn, immortalized by Dickens as
“The Maypole”

2/2/1919 stayed at home x Mr § Mrs Gifford spent day with us x
cuite a jolly thme x Wrote Mother § Kit



2/3/1919 Met Jum Laybourne § spent day in London x Saw Horse
quards changing at Whitehall x Passed Buck, Palace, dinner
at Grosvenor Hotel with Jim's Aunt; afternoon tea at Pap x
Saw Doug Halg in Piceadilly x No time to have a yarn!
Home by bus; calling to see Bill Rose; not at home x Tube
strike tn London x Got £10 at Bank x

2/4/1919 Met Bill Rose § had interesting day x walked thro’ part Bast
London; Bill pointing out spots (mostly pubs) frequented by
Holly § pals many years ago x Saw [ --- --- st sensation],
also where Jack Ripper committed murder x Thro” Limehouse §
to clty x Spent 2 hr National Gallery , seeing paintings by
Millar, Reywnolds, van Dyck § other famous men x Psyjche at
Bath took my eye most x Thew thro Soho, dinner at
restaurant x Drury Lane, Bow St Police Station. Newgate
Prison, Covent Garden x Tube strike; big rush for busses x
Fine, but no sun x

2/5/1919 Rotten day, snwow § sleet continually x Went up town with
Annie; then to wynohain's Theatre with her § Mrs Gifford to
“The Law Divine” x Bevil of job getting bus to Liverpool St
Station x Have to wait tn snow for some time; each ‘bus was
moblbed as it came along x Damn the strikers x Not a bad
show x



2/6/1919 Took Annie to Bing Boys on Broadway (Geo. Robey § Violet
Lorvs Lorraine (Alhambra Theatre; [si-- fine] one) xR, § L.
very good; the rest mediocre x Evening whist drive at
Cheapside x Strikes extending to rlys x Sent p.c’s to Mother,
Kit, Pickles x Fine day; but Little fog x

2/7/1919 Nice summny day - the first one for nearty fortnight x went
to British Museum with Annle § Mrs Gifford x Very
lnteresting x Dinner in town at Trescetties (sic) § thew all
howme x

2/8/1919 Damm the strikers — caused us no endl of trouble today x All
three of us (Annie, Mrs G. § self) into town time for
luncheon; thew to “Hullo America (Palace) (J'oLLg good)
Pletures while watting for dinner (at the Pap) then The
Naughty wife at Playhouse Gladys Cooper § C Hawtry;
about the best | have seen x LUnable to get bus § tn the [e-- -1 a
crowol of us jumped tnto a one horse cart; which was in
lmmanent danger of breaking down, § got to Liverpool St
J'us‘c in time to catch last train (12.25) home x And saiol
before ~ damn the strikers x

2/9/1919 Ruiiet day at (Lford x Sunny; very hard frost x



2/10/1919 should have left waterloo by 10.50 for (Lfracombe, but owing
to silly red-tape at Hogrs 1 could not get my ticket altered, §
[Lost] train x Met Sister Barker (Nelson) on platform Had
few mins, yarn § cup of tea x Quite a pleasure to meet an old
Nelsonian x Left 1 pm § reached Ilfracombe £.20, belng met
by Sister vagois; both very pleased to see each other x
Country very pretty x Jolly good feed for supper x Sister
made me come § stop as with her cousin x Sister hao obtained
a jar of Devonshire cream for me; how | don't kinow, as a Br's
certificate is needed to obtain it!

2/11/1919 A glorious day’s outing X In wmorning sister took me to Torr's
walk, an enchanting walk over the hills, with the British
Channel at the foot x Sunny day x Afternoon, with Mrs
Duteh, Miss Hinton Sister § myself, went for a charming
drive to Combe Martin; on way sister took wme for a walk thro’
a real Devonshire lane ~ holly, tvy,furze § other follage;
showed e house she lived in as child x Glorlous country x
Church at Combe is one mentioned in Marie Corelli’s book
“The Mighty Atom” § the grandfather is buried in the church-
yard x Church dates 1190 x n evening had singing § Mr
padds a real old Devonshire countryman; kept us in roars of
laughter with his yarns x ( do not remember having spent a
pleasanter day since leaving N.Z, (p.c’s to Motherg Aunt
Kate)



2/12/1919

2/13/1919

2/14/1919

2/15/1919

2/16/1919

Another grand day); in morning had a walk round farm; §
climbed the hill x Afternoon took wy friends for drive thro
“Morte” § Woolacowbe beach x Some muste evening x The
countryside is charming § [ am quite in Love with Devonshire
x Sister g the others are kinoness ttself § have helped to walke
my stay so enjoyable x Only sorry [ cannot spend more time
with them x (Sister’s presents from the hospital - very [nicel
X R.R.C.) The old church at Morthoe (sic) about (1300) -
holds remains of de Tracey, (sic) who is supposed to have b
one of the murderers of Thos ABeckett § also see M Thomas,
when a fugitive, lived tn this church, which was Looked upon
as a sanctuary for fuglitives, § they could not be touched
while here

Left Ilfracombe, with pleasant memories 9,15, Sister seeing
me off x Lford 5 pm x Whist drive, supper § dance at Seven
King's evening; very enjoyable x Letter from Kit (ineluding
£5); trés bon! § p.c § photo Miss Norris x

Stayjed at howme “resting’ Tin choc, from Wop § P.C’s to
Mother § Kit x Rain morning; thawing x

Letters from Mother (Dec € — 15) Aunt Kate, Pickles, Kol
Matia x tn afternoon went to Woolwich with Annie x dull day
X

wet da Y sta 560! at home x Pe’s to Kol, Miss White, > Sister
MacMahon < Bill Bvans, Matia, § letter to Sister vaggis



2/17/1919 London mornling; met several chaps x Met Annie afternoon x
went to House Commons § House Lords x Wet day x Lord
Birkenhead was presiding in Lords x

2/18/1919 Raiwn § sleet; stayed at howme; played billiards x Spent
evening at Arthur Greer's

2/19/1919 yung). frescoes depicting historic occasions thewn off to tnner
Temple § Middle Temple just off The Strand, teaming with
Life to this pretty § quiet § ancient [bldgl spot x Went tnto
the banguet halls § churches - very old about 1100 x Saw
Dickens’ Fountain, Br Johnson’s blogs, Temple church lovely
place, with beautiful Laced arches § stained glass x Also some
wonderful canvings x Then thro’ Daily Mail; printing
machine turning out 6,000 tn 5 mins; employ about 1200
hands x Thewn along Thames emblkimt Lord Somerset House x
Also in Bishopgate the oldest chureh in London, where Henry
Hudson § his crew took refuge, Went to London afternoon
with Arthur; who knows his Londow like a book x Saw wore
of interesting spots in 3 hrs thaw if we have taken three days
X At Royal Exchange some

2/20/1919 Fine x Went to walton on Thames,

2/21/1919 Left Londow for Sling; couple hours in Salisbury Cathedral,
outside very fine, beautiful green lawn [---1 it stands tn x
Organ playing x Raining hard all day x Tin honey Mother;
tea choc Joe Stewart x



2/22/1919 Nothing day x Showery x Concert night x p,c’s to family x

2/23/1913 Sunny morning; went long cross-country walk; very pretty
landsecape x Church morning; wrote Miss Norris; pe Bccus §
Plekles evening

2/24/1918 Fine; tnoculated against “flu” x wrote Billy Stmpson x
Plctures evening x 5

2/25/1919 L,oveLg olag x Splendid concert > w.c.a < wight; Clara’s (sic)
Butt's planist accompanying x

2/26/1919 Showery; snow night x Still fooling about trying to get fixed
up with clothing; medical exam ete x

2/27/1919 Twpo parcels from Mother (sugar, cocoa, ete, § a little pudding
(Wi 3d in it) from Eff; plum pudding Aunt Kate; Letter
Annie § some cigars x The hut has been isolated, on a/c of
measles x Looks as if [ will miss the boat on the Fth March x
D---- | Saw “The Blindwness of Virtue” Wrote Sister vaggis x

2/28/1919 L etters from Mother (Dec, 2) Holly, Aubreg, > Annie < Miss
Thorntown, Pickles, Cousin Loule, Sister vaggls, Aunt Amy x
Nice sunmny Dlag; had walk over the hills x Band concert
night x Plum polg Aunt Kate, tin sugar, biscuits; § tin cocoa,
sugar ete, § small p, p, from Eff § Mother x Many happy
returns Pickles

3/1/1919 Fine x Went to “The Peg) of My Heart”, very good x Wrote
Mother



3/2/1919 M, O tinformed us this morning that we will be tn isolation for
3 weeks; so no [M] for some time Yet x p.c. to Annie § Letter
to Aunty Amy x walked to see the chestnut tree § smithy
wmentioned tn “The Village Blacksmith”

3/3/1919 Letter from Annie x Shifted to Lark HilL isolation camp x
Told us in morning we had to go; but were not sent until Late
ln evening; 4 wile walk; arvived in strange camp in dark;
camp people did not kenow we were coming; § we hao to fool
around n dark getting fixed up x Just like the army; if there
is a wrong way of doing things, they do it!!

3/4/1919 rain all otag X Wrote Ray x
3/5/1919 Rﬂi«%}(

3/6/1919 Sunny day’ walked across - country, visiting an aerodrome
X

3/7/1919 Rain all day x
3/8/1919 Showery x wWhrote Sister vaggis x Garrison Theatre evening x

3/9/1919 \Wrrote Mother x Long walk afternoon; chiurch evening x

3/10/1913 wWrote Holly x Showery x Letters from Mother (Jan 13) Kit,
Kot, Plekles, Aunt Kate, § Ray x Parcels from Annle § Loule
X Thanks!

3/11/1919 Showery x Freedom of the Seas” at Garrison Theatre at night;
not at all baol x

3/12/1919 wet day x Letter from Anmnie x



3/13/1919 Fine sumny morning; raln afternoon x “Billeted” at Garrison
Theatre evening; very good x Letter Miss Norris x Wrote
Annie § Holly x

3/14/1919 Wpte Miss Norris x Letter from Annie § Uncle Geo x Fine
day; concert evening x A “demonstration was made by the
chaps at Sling camp x Not surprised, as demobilization is
taking very long time x Night make up [----]

3/15/1919 Fime day: wrote Annie x At the “dust up” at sling several
canteens § the officers mess were gone thro’; sato that
consiolerable amount damage done x

3/16/1919 Fine; Letter from Annlie x Mild evening x Gotng out of
Lsolation tomorrow, as result of demonstration at Sling
several concessions have been made to the men x The officers
pleques (sie) for purpose of catching wmen wot saluting, has
also beewn abolished x Men must also go back tn thelr turn;
not beew the case so far x

3/17/1913 Came out Lsolation § went back to Sling x Fine day x

3/18/1919 Fine x Concert evening x

3/19/1919 Snpew § rain x Wrote Mother, Pickles, Loule § BLL% Slmpson
X

3/20/1919 Fine day x Pictures afternoon x Snow all day - the first one

of Spring! on boat role (Northumberland) to leave Liverpool
own 28th x

3/21/1919 Fine, but cold x Went to Codford to see eye spectalist x



3/22/1919 Spow morning; afternoon fine x “Freedom of Seas” evening x
Letter from Holly x

3/23/1919 slight fall swow; very cold x Letter from Annle; tin tobacco
Matla; NZWCA x Wrote Stister Macmahown, Miss Norris,
Reeve, § Aunty § Uncle x Pietures evening x

3/24/1919 went to Sallsbury met Annle; spent afternoon there x Fine
but cold x

3/25/1919 Fime day x “Our Miss Gibbs” at night x we Northumberland
draft inspected by Genl Stewart; he took quite an tnterest in
my personal appearance; asked me whew | showered Last; did |
shave every day; if not why not? Also wanted to know if my
tunic was the best one [ hao!

3/26/1919 A wash out x Still here x Sunny day x Sent telegram Sister
vagglis x Letters from Aunt Amy § Uncle Geo x Buckshee’
parcel from Otago P.A, “Mail” from Effie x

3/2711913 Early wmorning heavy showers x Sent cable “home” [payingl
for same with a sov, which | have carried stnce leaving N.Z,
in 15 x Bntraining at Bulford siding early tomorrow
morning x “Yes Uncle” at night x



3/28/1919

3/29/1919

Fell tn 1 am, traln woved off 3,30; passing thro’ Reading,
Oxford, Blrmingham, Crewe to Liverpool x At Bir British Rail
supplied tea, biscuits § oranges x Arrived Liverpool during
sleet shower x An orphanage band (all youngsters) played
selections in shed alongside boat; ending up with Auld Lang
Sywne and thew Lining the wharf § singing with their child’s
voices “God be with You” x Showers of colins fell on them
during their playing, § we exchanged cheers with them x Bont
sailing early tomorrow morming x Grand National run
today at Liverpool, being wown by Poethyln x (sic) The engine
of our tratn was no 1351 x

Fine § sunny, but stiff breeze x Cleared the docks at 10, §
lay in Mersey until 5, when we sailed for N.Z x Beatty's
flagship @ueen Elizabeth Lying in stream x Dropped pilot
after crossing bar x As he left in the cockle-shell of a boat for
his tug his tast words were “Good old BDiggers”, § a wave of the
hand x gave him a cheer x About dusk now, § we had a last
look at good old Blighty - our first § only port call [--]
Herald , ooo America (Newton News)



3/30/1919 Fime sunmny day; stiff breeze; ship very steady x during
afternoon caught Last sight of trish coast which hao been on
our starboard all day x Tucker so far very good § ample x On
Friday night whew getting owr hamumocks we found a
youngster underneath them x He had stowed away, § is still
with usl!

3/31/1919 Sunny day § warm x OvertooR two ships x Sea simooth x
Pletures n afternoon! Read “The Truants” (Luceas); wot a bad
yarn x For the previous 24 hours to midday we did 354 wmiles
X wWenk thro' the sprayer x

4171919 very calm; havd to venlize thatwe are tn mid-Atlantic x Deck
ganmes have made thelr appearance, § everyone seems to be
having a goood thme x The food so far has been good § ample -
have never been better fed since | joined the army x Read
‘Anna the Adventuress (Oppenhelm); not bad x also “Little
Comrade” (€, Stevenson) x More spra 51:&@

4121919 Lovely sunny warm day x Hardly a ripple on the ocean x
Another spraying; all microbes should be dead by now

4/3/1919 strong breeze; sea Little choppy; but boat very steady x



4/4/1919 Bit Lumpy during last night § we shipped a few seas today,
however has beew very calm x Passed several vessels during
the evening, including a warship - four funnels; she
“morsed” to us, but our lamp was out of order x A week out
tonight x Should reach Newport News Monday evening on
early Tuesday x

4/5/1919 Not a vipple on the ocean; Lovely day x Week out from
L’chrpooL; to now we have maole 2300 miles x Pleture show on
deck at night; good 00 show - § tn mid-Atlantic read “The
Londoners” (Hitchens); very 0000l x

4/6/1919 Half-a-gale of wind blowing; sea choppy;; roughest day so far
x Showers at night x tn evening had to slow down to ¥/2 speed
pm ac/ (sic) of engine trouble x Service morning; but not
much of a success owing to wino x Wrote Annie § Aunt Amy
x 287 wiles (Read Meadowsweet (Orezy)

41711919 From early morning until Late afternoon we were tn a thick
fog; the steamers whistle was blowing every few mins x tn
evenlng Later on sun came thro’; fog cleared § sea very
smooth x Pletures on deck evening; Count of Monte Christo
(sic) x Not L'LlQﬁLH to reach port till late towmorrow x



4/8/1919 Beautiful day x Pletures at night “David Copperfield” (6
parts) x Dropped anchor outsicde Newport News > i Hampton
Roads < about midnight 257 miles x went to Norfolk x A
clreus [prpte]l tnvited thew to his show (backstage) § gave
had the band to meet them § played them w arias x on
leaving he supplied each man with a bun § two sausages!
U.S.A. Govt, allow no railway concessions to soldiers x voted
ow liquor question (in dry state) x

4/9/1919 Pilot aboard 9, § anchored in strt am off N.N. morn; but did
not get ashore until 6,20 Dlgger” x Spent evening Newport
News x City of mushroom growth; wmilitary § nerve centre;
disembarkation port for Yanks x Street decorated for thelr
home-coming x tn big letters on pler were words “Oh Boy! Oh
Joy! x Home again x Hello Typical Yank city as seen in
pletures! Hao an tnvitation to a revival mtg on tomorrow x
Sent p.e’s to Aunt Amy, Annle § sister Mac, Marr § [Ree-]

4/10/1919 \went (Wi Joe D § P, ?Pagw) to Richwond, 2 Mrsjourweg in
Chesapeake Ohio Railway x Very poor country; swamp x [---1
ete x Had lovely time at Richmond; Miss Lasthrogh Lathrop,
with Miss Norris, took us round tn her car, § we saw some
fine villas, parks, streets § went Country Club x Also statue
of confederate Leader Jefferson Davis, Lee, washington x

\/ietivrord <+ Dnaiil’e nasvnla (coo otecounnove) € Nanitnl v \70111



4/11/1919

4/12/1919

4/13/1919

4/14/1919

Left at 7,30 am for Colon (Panama) x Dropped Pilot Later on
in Chesapeake Bay; sea bit rough by night, § we shipped {atr
quantity of water x But the old boat proved a good steady one
x 3 officers wmissed the boat; § several others (ofﬁcers)Just
caught tt x

Shipped good deal water during night, § also this morning x
Strong wind § sea running; also foggy § rain up till Late
afternoon x Passed thro an American [--- ---- 1T®. D
squadron about 4 - between forty § fifty vessels in all x Fog
spoilt full effect of picture x Calm evening; pietures x

Heat alweost tropleal; sea a deep soft blue with wot a ripple on
its broad surface x Church for all morning x Reading
captain Macklin (Richard Harding Davis) x Been passing
thro’ a Lot of fine seaweed x Saw a couple of bottle noseol
whales x

Deck awlnlings up and we are Lolling about with as few
clothes on as decency permits x Passed more islands during
day, § came abreast of Cuba before duske (compare action
Spanish Fleet at Santiago with Hun fleet tn 1918) x Full
moown, throwing [--- 1 bac trregular [>---< T of rippling
water from horizow to ship’s side x Pletures in evening; also
lecture by R.N,R, man on Subwmarines: wmethods of attack §
defense x Learned about [Wednesoayl x Wrote Holly § Annie
X



4/15/1919 Heat very trying; just to move about makes one perspire x Sea
calm § blue x Lantern lecture evening on Panama Canal x
Tonight we slept under the Southern Cross x

4/16/1919 Phew! Heat about the limit x Should reach Colon tonight x
Concert x Whewn we got to Panama we were 25 wmiles further
from N.Z. than when we started!

4/17/1919 Commenced gotng thr' canal 1/ to #, § were tn the Pacific
about 5 pm Very tnteresting day; intensely hot x At the
different Locks the residents came down § threw us fruit §
bundles of [magazines] x Hearo wews that [C-------- 1 carried
n N.Z. Great excitement among the trusty souls x As the
pilots tug was about to leave us at Panama our band played
Star Spangled Banner § Yankee Doodle, cheers exchanged x

4/18/1919 Pictures off; orders from Bill of Trade to this effect x Rain all
day; made air very cool § pleasant x Lat lon 5,10 N €1,30 W
253 Liverpool to Panama 5176  Lat long B.59IN £€5,10W
334

4/19/1919 Crpssedt the line betn € § 9 pm x Some of the crew patol thelr
respect to Father Neptune x Nice cool day x Glorious starlight
night; heavens thick with stars, best view of Southern Cross
since we first saw it x We are expected to reach wellington
about Fth May x



4/20/1919 EASTER DAY Hot day; showers evening Church Service
morning x Passed several islands in the gl qalapagus (?)
Avrchipaelgo x Cahu x (sic) Lat Long 1,45S, 90,03W 343
Lat Long 4,555 94 .41W 337

42111919 very warm; concert evening x The ocean stretehes below with
a great distance of deep beautiful blues x Twmbling wavelets
were chasing each other over it, § willions of white caps
glanced § flashed as they Lroad] by the ship x The
restlessness of it stirveo wme § the freedom of it stivs one with
“‘great happiness x

4/22/1919 Fine day; cooler x Nig Concert at night x Read “Old Judge
Priest” (Irvin Cobb) x Lat Long 8.20S 99.12wW. 338  Lat
Long 11.23S 103.34 323

4/23/1919 Cypss sem rumning x Fine x

4/24/1919 Not a ripple on the water x Cooler x Read “A Strange
Visitation” (Corelll) Lat Long 14.27S 108,21W 329 Lat
Long 1#11S 113,33W 342

4/25/1919 Anzac DRy X Sports x Another swmooth sea; just a gently
heaving swell, with the sea surface like glass x

4/26/1919 Fine x Read “The Other Wise Man” (Vawn Dyke Lat Long
19,36S 118,39W 324 22.155S, 123.39W 323

4/27/1919 Lovely day); nice cool breeze, blue sea § all thatsort of thing x
Church service, padre making special reference to Anzac day
X Stng-song night x



4/28/1919 \Wweather ditto x This afternoon passed Pitealrn island close
enough to see with naked eye several houses; also a flag

flylng x Three small boats sailing off islands, § hauled wp
flag as we passed them x Swall island, with rocky headland,

rest very green; houses in a pretty Little dip in hill x Earlier
passed another island, low lying § flat; not inhabited x
24,355 129,03W 336  26,20S 134,53W 33 L

4/29/1919 Calwm - not even a swell x Debate on the Govt scheme for
settling soldiers on land x Reading 26.20S 134.5.3W 336

4/30/1919 22.00S X 140.60W 330 Showery; much cooler; slight swell

5/1/1918 29,588 146,29W 323 Sunny day; sea Like glass x one of
the pleasantest days we have had x Read “The Falr God”

(wallace) tale of conguest of Mexico; very good x

5/2/1919 Another flne day x Debate “Should the Returned Soldiers
Assw be a political body dectded in the negative by a big
majority x Read “Helm of the High Hand” (Arnold Bennett)
31.27S 152.45W 2326

5/3/1919 23,345 158.52wW 334 Half a gallel of wino came up during
the night § lasted until evening x Good tossing about — about
the worst one have had but evew this was not very bad x



S/4/1919 Still strong wind § showery x Thanksgiving service by
Padre x Should reach wellington Thursday morning x
35,50S 164,.50W 324

5/5/1919 27 26S (?) 169.50W 261 Gale lnereasing x When we came
ow deck this morning found ocean Lashed into a white fury x
Tremendous sea running; huge billows; gale wind x Bid only
135 wiles to midday; instead of our average of about 330 x
will make us Late in arriving wellington x

5/6/1918 Tp conform to N.Z. thme today is “out out” § is Wednesday x
3R.145S 172.32W 135

5/7/1919 \when we came on deck this morning found ocean Lashed into
a white fury); tremendous sea running; huge billows; gale
wind x did only 135 wiles for previous 24 hrs, tnstead of
usual 330 x WILL not reach Wellington towmorrow as expected x
Gale abated Spm, § we speeded up x

5/8/1919 40,06S 1FF52W 275 Wino continues strong; but sea much
cabmer x WiLL arrive in wellington tomorrow x 275

5/9/1919 Telegram from Thorntons, Beeus x Note Putty x Fine day;
rather foggy approaching Palliser Pt, which we sighted about
11; going very slow in feeling our way down to it x Anchored
in wellington harbour 4; had to stay ow board all night;
another piece of red tape, as we have clearved health authorities
by 5 x Sent wires Mother, Pickles, Bill, Blanche, Kol x

5/10/1919 weellington x



5/11/1919 HOME! Wellington
5/12/1919 Left wellington
5/13/1919 HOME!













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































